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The  bishop’s  secret  son Roman  Catholic 
Church  rocked 

by  latest 
revelation  about 
Bishop  Wright 
Madeleine  Bunting 

Religious  Affairs  Editor 

THE  Catholic 
church  was  in 
turmoil  last  night 

after  the  revela- 
tion that  the  for- 
mer Bishop  of  Ar- 

gyll and  the  Isles,  who 
disappeared  with  a   divorcee 
two  weeks  ago,  has  a   15-year- 
old  son  by  another  woman. 
Joanna  Whibley.  aged  48. 

approached  the  BBC  to  de- 
scribe in  detail  her  relation- 

ship with  the  Rt  Rev  Roderick 
Wright  when  he  was  a   curate 
in  Fort  William,  and  how  he 
has  refused  to  acknowledge 
his  son,  Kevin.  Shortly  before 
Bishop  Wright  disappeared, 
he  phoned  Ms  Whibley  and 
promised  he  would  crane  and 
live  with  them  after  his  resig- 

nation to  “make  amends"  for 
the  hurt  -he  had  caused.  He 
has  not  made  contact  since. 
The  Scottish  Catholic 

Church  confirmed  last  night 
that  Bishop  Wright  was  the 
father  of  Kevin  Whibley. 

Bishop  Wright  informed  Car- 

dinal Winning  of  the  boy’s  ex- 
istence at  a   meeting  last  Sun- 

day night  in  Glasgow  when  he 
offered  his  resignation, 
“The  church  authorities 

were  made  aware  of  the  feet 
that  Roderick  Wright  was  the 
father  of  a   child  known  as 
Kevin  Whibley,  born  in  1981, 

last  Sunday  evening,"  the Church  said  in  a   statement 

last  night.  "This  was  in  fact 
one  of  the  main  reasons  given 
for  his  resignation  and  was 
communicated  to  the  Vatican  j 

with  his  resignation."  1 Father  Tom  Connelly, 
spokesman  for  the  Catholic 
church  in  Scotland,  told  BBC 
Scotland  he  was  devastated. 

"Clearly  the  news  does  an 
enormous  amount  of  damage 
—   damage  to  the  credibility  of 
the  Church,  to  the  credibility 
of  individual  priests  going 

about  their  legitimate  busi- 
ness trying  to  conduct  their 

pastoral  affairs. 
“And  I   am  absolutely  sure 

that  many,  many  Catholics 
will  be  the  butt  of  jokes  and 

slap  talk  in  offices,  shops, 
workshops,  colleges  and  uni- 

versities." The  Church  in  Scotland 
made  no  reference  to  the  boy 

at  a   press  conference  called 
on  Monday  afternoon  to  an- 

nounce the  bishop's  resigna- 

tion. but  defended  the  omis- 

sion on  the  grounds  that  “it 
was  not  for  the  church  au- 

thorities to  make  such  confi- 

dential information  public". 
Bishop  Wright  disappeared 

two  weeks  ago  from  his  dio- 
cese. as  did  Kathleen  Mac- 

phee,  a   divorced  nurse  with 
three  children,  with  whom  he 
has  been  friendly  for  nearly 
20  years.  Their  whereabouts 
are  unknown. 
Ms  Whibley  fought  back 

tears  as  she  told  on  BBC  TV 
how  she  and  her  son  had  kept 
the  secret  as  her  former  lover 

moved  up  the  church  hierar- 
chy. “I  have  lived  a   lie  and  so 

has  he,"  she  said  from  her 
home  in  Polegate,  East  Sus- 

sex. but  she  denied  there  was 

any  motive  of  revenge  on' hearing  of  his  name  linked 
with  Ms  Macphee. 

"I  must  unburden  myself 

and  put  and  end  to  Kevin’s 
feeling  that  he  shouldn't  even- exist  Although  Kevin  knows 
it’s  his  dad  and  Roddy  knows 
he’s  his  dad,  he  has  been  an 

absent  father,"  she  said Ms  Whibley  said  Bishop 
Wright  had  cruelly  betrayed 
her,  keeping  her  hopes  of 
eventual  reconciliation  alive 
until  a   few  weeks  ago,  while 
all  the  time  he  was  involved 
with  another  woman. 

The  name  of  Kevin's  father 
was  left  off  his  birth  certifi- 

cate. He  said  he  was  tired  at 

feeling  awkward  when  his 
school  friends  asked  him  who 
his  father  was.  He  thought 
there  were  other  children  like 

him. “I  feel  angry  at  the  loss  of  a 

father  and  it's  too  late  now.  I 
don't  even  want  him  if  he 
comes  now.  It  is  too  late. 
“I  haven't  seen  him  for 

more  than  two  months  put 

together  in  my  whole  life  and 
it  was  useless  then  because  I 
have  been  awkward  talking  to 

him.  He  didn't  speak  to  me, 
but  that's  probably  because  I 

was  cold  towards  him." According  to  a   statement 
issued  by  the  Catholic  Media 
Office  in  London,  Cardinal 

Basil  Hume  had  no  “prior 
knowledge  whatsoever  on 
what  has  been  disclosed 
about  the  bishop  in  the  news 
this  evening.  He  was  shocked 
and  saddened  to  learn  of  it 
and  he  will  make  no  further 

comment" 

Cardinal  Hume  later  added 
that  he  was  very  distressed. 
He  said  in  an  Interview  with 
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Kevin  Whibley,  top  left,  and  his  father  Bishop  Wright  who 
sent  him  money,  most  recently  more  than  £2.000  last  July 

The  end  of  ‘the  lie’ 

“I  made  up  my 

mind  in  the  night 

that  I   must 
unburden  myself 
and  start  my  life 

and  put  an  end  to Kevin’s  feeling 

that  he  should  not 

even  exist . . . 
I   have  lived  a   lie 

and  so  has  he.” 

Joanna  Whibley, 

48,  mother  of Bishop  Roderick 

Wright’s  son 

“I  am  sure  many 

Catholics  will  be 

the  butt  of  jokes.” 
Fr  Tom  Donnelly,  a 

church  spokesman 

“I  feel  angry  at  the 

loss  of  a   father 
and  it’s  too  late 

now.  I   don’t  even want  him  if  he 
comes  now.  It  is 

too  late .   .   . 
I   haven’t  seen  him 
for  more  than  two 
months  together 

in  my  whole  life and  it  was  useless 
because  it  was 
awkward  talking 

to  him.  He  didn’t speak  to  me, 

probably  because I   was  cold 

towards  him.” 

Kevin  Whibley,  1 S 

Joanna  Whibley:  'I  must  unburden  myself. . .   1   have  lived  a   lie  and  so  has  he’ 

Channel  4   news:  “But  my 
heart  goes  out  especially  to 
Kevin  and  his  mother,  and 
also  to  those  people  let  down 

by  this." 

The  Catholic  church  will  be 

subjected  to  a   barrage  of  ques- 
tions and  criticism  following 

a   scandal  likely  to  attract  in- 
terest among  Catholics 

abroad.  The  fact  that  a   bishop  1 
was  able  to  conceal  a   son  for 

15  years  and  gain  promotion 
will  draw  accusations  of  hy- 

pocrisy. and  church  officials 
admitted  last  night  that  the 

scandal  will  damage  the  cred- 
ibility and  authority  of  the church  hierarchy. 

The  Catholic  church  will  be 
under  intense  pressure  also  to 
explain  how  Bishop  Wright 
was  able  to  send  Ms  Whibley 
large  sums,  most  recently  a 

cheque  of  £2,000  last  July. 
Bishops  receive  a   stipend  as little  as  £3.000  a   year. 

The  moving  revelations  of 
Ms  Whibley  and  the  defiant 
anger  of  her  son,  Kevin,  come 
at  an  embarrassing  point 

after  several  days  of  intense 
debate  about  the  Catholic 

church's  requirement  that  all 
priests  be  celibate.  Cardinal 
Hume  and  Cardinal  Winning 

have  insisted  that  the  case  of 

Bishop  Wright  was  a   minor 
matter. 
They  also  insisted  that  his circumstances  did  not  call 

into  question  the  celibacy 
required  of  all  priests.  Last 
night  Cardinal  Hume  said  he 
stood  by  his  vigorous  defence 
of  celibacy  and  urged  the 
Church  to  consider  how  it 
prepared  its  priests. 

DEMANDS  for  radical 
changes  to  the  system 
which  involves  juries 

hearing  complex  fraud  cases 
escalated  yesterday  as  Kevin 
Maxwell  walked  from  the 

High  Court  a   free  man.  A 
judge  ruled  he  will  not  face  a 
second  trial  in  connection 

with  the  £425  million  pension- 
fund  scandal  that  sank  his 

father's  media  empire  nearly 
five  years  ago. 

The  decision,  which  ends 
all  criminal  proceedings  in 
the  Maxwell  affair,  prompted 

the  Serious  Fraud  Office  di- 
rector. George  Staple,  to  warn 
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of  “serious  implications”  for 
the  trial  of  white-collar  crime. 
There  are  suggestions  from 

inside  the  SFO  that  courts 
should  be  given  back  the 
power  they  lost  26  years  ago 

to  swear  in  “special  juries” composed  of  bank  managers, 

accountants  and  other  finan- 
cially experienced  people. 

Kevin.  37,  told  a   news  con- 
ference shortly  after  the  deci- 

sion: “I  stand  before  you  as  an 

innocent  man."  He  would  be 
“eternally  grateful  to  the 

judge  for  showing  common 

Prince  Charles 
has  blamed  factory 
farming  tor 

Britain’s  BSE crisis  and  urged 

moves  towards 

organic  farming. 

Clinton  is  so  far 
ahead  in  the  race 
for  the  White  House 
that  the  focus  has 
shifted  to  Democrat 

hopes  of  regaining 
control  of  Congress. 

sense  and  humanity”. 
Mr  Justice  Buckley  deliv- 

ered his  decision  in  a   55-min- 
ute  statement  in  Court  13. 
"These  proceedings  serve  no 
further  public  interest  and 
benefit.”  A   second  trial 
“would  be  unfair,  so  unfair  as 

Finance 

The  OFT  began  a 

fetge  incMfyintq 
personal  pensions; 
focussing  on-people 
hoodwinked  into 
leaving  company 

pension  schemes. 

bankers. 

Two  more  counts  involved 
Kevin.  Mr  Fuller  and  Mr 

torn  to  page  3,  column  3 
Star  in  the  east,  page  3; 

Leader  comment,  page  8 

City  Notebook,  page  11 

.Crystal  palace’s 

Dave  Bassett  ®   the '   - 

latest  manager  to turn  down  the  job 

at  Manchester  City; 

throwing  Maine  Road 
into  turmoil. 
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Sketch 

Greens  looking 
fairly  faded 

Stuart  Millar 

JT  MAY  have  been  a   typing 
error,  but  insiders  prefer  to 
see  it  as  a   calculated  bid.  for 

publicity.  To  the  horror  of 
Green  Party  officials,  the 

draft  agenda  for  their  autumn 
conference  this  week  bore  the 

dubious  invitation:  “Female circumcision  ■   bring  your  own 

instruments''.  Whether  cock- 

up  or  conspiracy,  it  would  un- doubtedly have  been  less 

cringe-inducing  than  the  real- 
ity of  the  co  nfe  ren  ce 

yesterday. 

Delegates  arrived  in  buoy- 
ant mood.  Spurred  by  their 

campaigning  success  on  the 
Road  Traffic  Reduction  Bill 
and  a   recent  increase  in  mem- 

bership. the  party  was  putting 
on  a   good  show  of  renewed 
optimism  and  a   determination 
to  continue  the  fight 

Yet  you  just  can't  help  feel- ing sorry  for  the  Greens. 
While  their  mainstream  polit- 

ical rivals  spend  the  annual 
conference  season  in  the  rela- 

tive luxury  of  Blackpool. 
Brighton  or  Bournemouth, 

this  liar ty's  dedicated  activists are  saddled  with  a   grey  and 
windswept  Hastings. 

Of  course,  the  Sussex  town 
and  the  party  do  have  a   few 
things  in  common  —   both 
were  thrust  unwittingly  into 

the  limelight  by  one-off  cata- 
clysmic political  events  only 

tofade  into  decay. 

And  just  as  the  town 's  new 
slogan  is  " 1996  —   the  year  Has- 

tings battled  back”,  the Greens  are  struggling  to 
recapture  the ir  earl ier 

promise. But  no  matter  how  much 
they  want  to  change  the 
planet  it  is  difficult  to  escape 
the  notion  that  they  are  not 
really  of  it 

Take  yesterday's  main event  for  example,  billed  as  an 
election  rally  to  rouse 
members. 

On  the  platform,  decked  out 
In  sunflowers,  speakers  talked 
loftily  about  seizing  the  oppor- 

tunity to  establish  a   new  fault- 
line in  British  politics. 

while  a   smattering  of  dele- 
gates sat  around  little  tables, 

supping  tea  from  Thermos 
□asks  and  clapping  politely. 

As  the  soft-spoken  chairman 
called  delegates  up  to  speak  by 
their  first  names,  observers 
could  have  been  forgiven  for 
think  ing  they  had  strayed 

into  the  local  Women's  Insti- tute rather  than  a   crucial 

party'  conference  at  a   defining 
moment  in  British  politics. 
And  that  banner  above  the 

platform  would  have  had  Mau- 
rice Saatchi  spinning  in  his 

ermine  finery — a   big.  admit- 
tedly dever-Iooking.  green 

and  yellow  owl  bearing  the  slo- 

gan: "We  have  the  answers”. Looking  around  the  sparsely 
populated  room,  one  question 

they  couldn't  answer  was what  had  happened  to  all  the 

delegates. The  press  blurb  promised 
300.  In  the  hall  there  were 
about  80  and  most  of  them 
seemed  to  be  from  the  Oxford 
branch,  which  is  apparently 

to  the  Greens  what  the  Trans- 
port and  General  Workers  is 

totheTUC. 
Nor  were  there  very  many 

activists  in  evidence  at  such 

surefire  Green  crowd-pullers 

as  the  “healing  area",  identifi- 
a   ble  by  the  perfumed  aroma 
and  the  table  of  coloured  gem- 

stones. Apart  from  a   couple  of 
people  crashed  out  on  tables 

1 1 recognisable  as  eco-types  by 
i   the  obligatory  ethnic-pattern 
blankets  they  dozed  under), 
only  the  healers  themselves 
were  there.  Packing  their 
wares,  they  shrugged  and 
headed  off,  presumably  to  the 
bar  for  some  old-style  healing. 

The  real  business  of  this 
conference  will  start  today. 
The  Greens  are  considering 
making  1996  the  year  they 
bottled  out  A   group,  led  by  the 
Mancunian  activist  Dr  Spen- 

cer Fitz -Gibbon,  has  tabled  an 
emergency  motion,  calling  for 

the  national  party  organisa- 
tion to  disengage  itself  from 

the  general  election  process, 
concentrating  tight  resources 

on  building  grassroot  mem- 
bership and  fighting  local  and 

European  elections  where  the 
party  has  a   far  greater  success rate. 

While  the  motion  almost 
certainly  will  be  defeated, 
there  is  an  uneasy  feeling  that 

Dr  Fltz-Gibbon's  piece  to  the 
conference  handbook  may 

have  a   point  "Go  back  to  your 
constituencies  and  be  annihi- 

lated," declares  the  ominous 
headline. 

Review 

Cold  witness  of 
human  bondage 
Adrian  Searle 

Robert  Mapplethorpe 
Hayward  Gallery.  London 

ROBERT  Mapplethorpe 
always  was  a   bad  boy. 
The  latest  exhibition  of 

his  work,  which  opens  to  the 
public  today,  arrives  in  Lon- 

don in  a   predictable  fanfare  of 
indignation.  True  to  form  for 
the  American  photographer, 
who  died  of  Aids  in  1989,  it 
runs  the  gamut  from  willies  to 
lilies,  from  portraiture  to 
pornography. 

It  includes  pictures  of  chil- 
dren —   though  not  the  one  of 

Rosie,  a   young  girl  with  no 
knickers,  at  the  centre  of  the 
recent  row  over  allegedly  por- 

nographic imagery.  The  pic- 
ture was  among  some  40  left 

out  because  there  wasn't 
enough  room  for  the  whole  of 
the  huge  touring  show  at  the 
Hayward.  The  organisers  ad- 

mit to  having  taken  legal  ad- 
vice. but  also  argue  that  Rosie 

is  not  a   key  work. 
The  200-odd  works  that  are 

exhibited  make  it  clear  that, 
whether  Mapplethorpe  is  pho- 

tographing a   flower  in  a   vase, 
a   battleship  on  a   grey  horizon, 
an  erect  pen  is  or  a   society- beauty,  the  same  erotic 
charge  is  present.  This  is  why 
his  work  seems  so  dangerous. 

He  was,  to  many  respects,  a 
very  conventional  photogra- 

pher. with  his  coldly  glamor- 
ous portraits  of  Donald  Suth- 

erland and  Doris  Saatchi.  the 
painter  Willem  De  Kooning 
and  the  actress  Susan  Saran- 

don, his  sometimes  touching, 
a   1   most  sentimental,  pictures 
of  children,  and  his  elegantly- 
staged  still  lives  of  flowers. 

Part  of  the  shock,  however, 
is  that  these  ordinary  subjects 

are  captured  with  the  same 
sexual  and  aesthetic  charge  as 
his  pictures  of  revolvers  and 
sado-masochistic  practices. 

Aesthetic  taste  always  has 
an  erotic  component  and 

Mapplethorpe’s  skill  was  to 
condense  and  reveal  It  Every- 

thing, for  him,  was  strange, 
and  everything  he  photo- 

graphed was  caught  in  a 
haunting  chiaroscuro. 

His  pictures  of  men  in  bond- 
age gear,  lounging  tocon- 

grously  in  an  elegant  flat  or  of 
a   man  with  a   huge  weight  sus- 

pended from  his  testicles,  are 
unsettling.  One  must  ask,  too, 
about  the  way  he  depicted 
black  men.  As  much  as  the 
camera  seems  to  subjugate 

them,  to  turn  them  into  ob- 
jects. they  assert  their  inde- 

pendence, stare  back  at  us,  re- 
fuse our  gaze.  These  pictures 

are  full  of  ambivalence. 

Mapplethorpe  once  said  he 
was  merely  a   commentator  on 
the  madness  of  our  times,  but 
it  was  a   madness  which  af- 

fected his  own  life.  Mappleth- 
orpe. with  his  steely  eye. 

highly  formalised  photo- 
graphs of  extreme  — or  down- 

right dangerous  —   sexual 
acts,  his  lingering  shots  of  the 
body,  was  too  fascinated  by 
his  subjects  to  be  seen  as 

merely  a   witness.  ‘T  am  look- ing for  perfection  in  form.  I   do 
that  with  portraits.  I   do  it  with 

cocks.  I   do  it  with  flowers,”  he once  said.  For  him,  there  was 
perfection  even  in  perversity. 

Perhaps  we  should  see  him 
as  a   symptom  as  much  as  a 
commentator.  He  throws  our 
liberality  into  confusion,  and 
our  sympathy  and  desires  into 
doubt.  If  his  work  doesn’t  pro- 

voke strong  feelings,  there's something  wrong. 

This  review  appeared  in 
later  editions  yesterday. 

AN  AMERICAN  gen- 

eral yeste
rday  

blew 

apart  the  pretenc
e 

that
  

myster
y 

illnes
ses  

known
 

collect
ively  as  the  “Gulf  war 

syndro
me"  

may  have  affected
 

only  a   small  number
  

of  allied 

troops  who  served 
 
in  the  1990- 

91  Conflict
- 

General  Barry  McCaffrey,  a 
senior  commander  during  the 
war.  said  he  feared  as  many 
as  24.000  of  his  troops  may 
have  been  exposed  to  the 

deadly  nerve  gas  sarin  when 
United  States  soldiers  blew  up 
a   massive  ammunition  depot 
in  southern  Iraq  shortly  after 
the  conflict  had  ended. 

The  retired  general  —   who 
now  serves  as  President  Bill 
Clinton's  drug-enforcement 
supremo  —   said  that  on 
March  4.  1991.  his  entire  div- 

ision was  within  15  miles  of 
an  Iraqi  bunker  used  to  store 
chemical  weapons  when, 
apparently  unknown  by  him 
at  the  time,  it  was  destroyed 

by  US  demolition  experts. More  than  60,000  US  and 
1,700  British  veterans  of  the 
Gulf  war  have  persistently 

complained  of  mysterious 
health  problems  which  they 
suspect  were  caused  by  expo- 

sure to  non-conventional 
weapons  during  the  campaign 

to  liberate  Kuwait. 
Gen  McCaffrey  expressed 

his  fears  as  the  Pentagon  ad- 
mitted for  the  first  time  that 

more  than  5.000  US  troops 

may  have  been  exposed  to 
sarin  when  the  concrete 
bunker  in  the  sprawling 

K   am  Isa  yah  ammunition  de- 
pot was  blown  up,  sending  a 

dense  cloud  of  smoke  drifting 
across  the  desert 
The  US  Defence  Depart- 

ment had  previously  insisted 
that  only  about  3QG  or  400 
troops  directly  involved  in 
the  Kamisayah  demolition 
may  have  been  exposed  to 
chemical  weapons  after  the 
March  4   explosion  and  the 
later  destruction  of  a   store  of 

Katyusha  rockets  with  chemi- 
cal warheads  on  March  10. 

The  emergence  of  new  de- 
tails strikes  directly  at  the 

Pentagon's  position.  Before  it 
began  conceding  that  some 
troops  may  have  been  af- 

fected. it  had  insisted  for 
more  than  four  years  that  US 
troops  were  not  exposed  to  I 

The  way  it  was. .   .gas  masks  in  the  Gulf  attempted  to  combat  ever-present  threat  of  nerve  gas  attack  photograph  martin  aagles 

large  numbers  to  chemical  or 
biological  weapons. 

Gen  McCaffrey  told  News- 
day  that  an  inspection  of 
maps  and  records  showed 
that  his  24th  Mechanised  In- 

fantry Division  had  been 
within  15  miles  of  so-called 
"Bunker  73"  when  it  was 
blown  up.  The  Pentagon  has 
admitted  that  troops  within  a 

ltanUe  radius  may  have  suf- 
fered “low -level  exposure". 

Indicating  that  no  one  had 

informed  him  of  the  bunker's destruction,  the  general  said: 

“I  am  astounded  that  I   hadn’t 
heard  of  this  report  [of  the 
sarin  demolition}  before.  We 
were  scared  to  death  pre- 

cisely this  would  happen." He  said  his  troops  had  worn 
rubber  suits,  gloves  and  boot 

coverings  throughout  the  war 

to  protect  against  gas  attacks —   but  had  not  been  wearing 

gas  masks  when  the  bunker 
was  demolished. 
On  Wednesday  night  the 

Pentagon  said  that  it  was  rais- 
ing its  estimate  of  the  number 

of  troops  who  may  have  been 
affected  because  its  investiga- 

tors had  discovered  that 
chemical  agents  may  have 
been  released  on  two  separate 
occasions,  and  not  just  one. "As  we  learn  more  about 

Kamisayah  in  the  next  few 
weeks  we  expect  to  identify 
more  troops  who  might  have 

been  exposed,"  the  Pentagon 
said  in  a   statement. 
The  US  military  has  said 

that  it  is  notifying  all  veter- 
ans who  may  have  been  ex- 1 

posed,  but  is  now  certain  to come  under  intense  pressure 

to  protide  details  on  precisely 
which  units  were  in  the  area. 

Earlier  this  month,  a   White 

House  inquiry  into  Gulf  war 

syndrome  criticised  the  Pen- tagon tor  conducting  a 
“superficial"  investigation 
and  warned  that  officials  had 
dramatically  underestimated 
the  number  of  troops  who 

may  have  been  exposed. David  Fcirhall  urritesr.  A 

Ministry  of  Defence  spokes- 
man in  Loudon  said  yester- 

day: "No  British  forces  were 
to  the  vicinity  of  Bunker  73. 
The  nearest  British  troops 

were  150  kilometers  south- 
east of  Kamisayah.  concen- 

trated west  of  Kuwait  City." 
But  the  US  reports  will  nev- 

GRAPHC:  STCVE  VUJEBS 

Producer  set  for  West  End  coup 

MEPs  want  curbs  on 

‘cheap’  television 
Andrew  Culf 

Media  Correspondent 

Legislation  to  protect public  service  broadcast- 
ers including  the  BBC  was  de- 

manded yesterday  by  the 
European  Parliament. 
MEPs  voted  in  Strasbourg 

for  laws  to  stop  satellite  and 
cable  companies  from  having 
exclusive  access  to  sports 

I   events  and  to  stem  the  tide  of 
cheap  US  imports  on  Euro- 

pean television  screens. 
They  said  public  service 

broadcasters  should  continue 
to  receive  realistic  state  fund- 

ing and  play  an  integral  part 
to  the  development  of  digital 
television. 
A   report  drawn  up  by  Car- 

ole Tongue,  the  Labour  MEP 
for  London  East  was  adopted 

by  213  votes  to  140. 

Mackintosh  plan 

to  buy  seven 
theatres  wins 
an  ovation 

Sarah  Boseley 

CAMERON  Mackin- 
tosh, the  multi-mil- 

lionaire producer  of 

many  of  Britain's  most  suc- cessful musicals,  from  Cats 
to  Les  Mis  e   rabies  and  Miss 

Saigon,  looks  set  to  buy 
seven  West  End  theatres 

and  become  the  most  influ- 

ential figure  in  London's theatre  land. 
Mackintosh,  already  the 

owner  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  Prince  Ed- 

ward theatres,  is  thought  to 
be  in  the  final  stages  of  ne- 

gotiations with  Mayfair 
Theatres  and  Cinemas, 
owners  of  the  Albery,  Pic- 

cadilly, Donraar  Ware- 
house, Whitehall,  Wynd- 

hams.  Comedy  and  Phoenix 
theatres.  The  deal  would  be 
worth  many  millions.  Hie 
Playhouse,  a   small  London 
theatre ,   was  on  the  market 
recently  for  £2  million. 

It  is  largely  thanks  to 
Mackintosh  that  musicals 
have  swept  the  West  End  — 

Cameron  Mackintosh:  in 
final  negotiations 

there  are  18  now  playing:  — 

a   development  that  has  dis- 
mayed those  who  mourn 

the  disappearing  serious 

drama.  And  yet  the  theatri- 
cal world  was  yesterday  de- 

lighted at  the  prospect  of 
Mackintosh  taking  control 
of  such  a   slice  of  the  West 

End. 
“One  of  the  crucial  points 

Is  that  for  a   long  time  a 
number  of  us  have  felt  that 
one  of  the  main  problems  in 
the  West  End  is  that 
theatres  are  not  owned,  as 

they  are  in  the  United 
States,  by  people  who  put 

on  plays.”  said  the  theatre critic.  Sheridan  Morley, 

who  says  he  expects  an  an- 
ouncement  of  the  deal  this 
weekend. “These  buildings  are  now 

a   hundred  years  old  and 
need  a   lot  of  work.  An  ab- 

sentee landlord  is  less 

likely  to  do  it.” 
Andrew  Lloyd-Webber 

bad  refurbished  the  Adel- 
phi.  where  his  hit  Sunset Boulevard  is  playing,  and 

the  Palace  Theatre,  where 

Mackintosh's  Les  Misera- 
bles  was  still  running. 

Mackintosh  had  done  “a refit  of  stunning  propor- 
tions” on  the  Prince  Ed- 

ward, where  his  new  musi- 
cal, Martin  Guerre,  opened 

in  July,  said  Mr  Morley. 
If  Mackintosh  did  the 

.   same  on  his  new  clutch  of 

theatres,  “they  will  sud- 
denly have  warmth  and 

heart”. 

Mackintosh,  who  com- 
mands extraordinary  devo- 

tion Cram  colleagues,  would 
certainly  want  his  theatres 
to  look  smart  and  attrac- 

tive, both  as  a   matter  of 
pride  and  to  attract  audi- ences who  may  be  deterred 

by  their  current  shabbi- ness. 

Producers,  managers  and  1 critics  alike  robustly  refute 

any  suggestion  that  the new  Mackintosh  venues 

would  hold  yet  more  all- 
singing, all-dancing  shows. For  a   start,  they  argue, 

most  of  them  are  too  small for  musicals. 
“They  are  all  basically 

straight  play  theatres,” said  Michael  Billington,  the 
Guardian’s  theatre  critic. 
“They  are  the  heart  at  the 
moment  of  drama  in  the 
West  End  —   the  Albery  bas 
Chekhov,  the  Wyndham 
has  a   new  play.  I   would 

hope  and  assume  that  if 
Cameron  Mackintosb  does 
take  them  over,  he  will  pur- 

sue that  policy.  He  is  a   very 
shrewd  and  sensible  theat- 

rical operator.  He  is  a   musi- 
cal specialist,  but  he  does know  about  straight  plays 

and  I   assume  be  would  ap- 
proach them  as  straight 

,   play  venues.'’ 

Howard  Watson,  of  the 
Society  of  London  Theatres, said:  “His  support  of 
theatre  as  an  individual 
rather  than  as  a   producer 
with  a   company  goes  right 
across  the  board.  He  does  a 
lot  of  charity  work  for theatres.  He  helped  get  the 
Old  Fire  Station  in  Oxford 

up  and  running.” 

With  nine  theatres. 
Mackintosh  would  have  the 
second  biggest  collection  in 
London,  beaten  by  Stoll 

Moss  Holdings,  which  has 

ten. 

ertbeless  provide  ammuni- tion for  British  veterans 

meeting  in  Southport  this weekend  who  are  appealing 

for  more  information  about 
ex-service  personnel  suffering 
from  Gulf  war  syndrome. “We’re  not  surpised  to  hear 

of  this.”  Tony  Flint  regional 
coordinator  of  the  National 
Gulf  Veterans  and  Families 
Assocatioa  said  last  night 
“Obviously  we  must  now  in- 

vestigate whether  any  British 

troops  were  in  the  same  area.” The  association  has  set  up  a 

helpline  (0167  939  47489  for 
those  seeking  advice. 

“Bon BSE  an atbeSi tom**  ££ 

cations  that  Britain  2S 

^ecatttetobefcflfei A   Downmg  Street  sZ man  said  there  vam  & 
statement  at  this  atoe? There  is  expected  tobedSk 

cation  this  morning  :   -tt*1 

the  Chancellor  of  the  Ea*l quer.  Kenneth  Clarke,  avdS Agriculture  Minister,  Dou& 
l®8  Hogg,  are  thought  to  have 
considered , a   proposal  on 
means  of  1   uniting  imparts 

The  EU  Commission  offered 
a   ray  of  hope  on  Wednesday 
toght  by  agreeing  to  lookat 
the  British  research  which 
suggests  mass  slaughter  is 

unnecessary. 

Both  Tory  backbenchers 

and  some  Cab  met  members 
are  gloomy  about  the  pros- 

pects of  either  the  European 
Commission  or  other  ED member  stales  softening  their 

stance  on  British  beet  it 
means  some  kind  of  backlash 
against  imported  beef  would be  likely  to  strike  a   chord 
among  disgruntled 

Conservatives. 
A   European  Commission 

spokesman  confirmed  yester- 
day that  it  would  he  examin- 

ing the  new  scientific  evi- dence from  Britain,  but  said  it 
was  unlikely  that  the  export 

ban  could  be  lifted  within 

months. 

Earlier,  a   cross-party  group 

of  Northern  Ireland  politi- 

cians met  Mr  Major  at  Down- 
ing Street  to  emphasise  to him  that  the  BSE  .crisis  Is 

having  a   serious  effect  on.  the 
Ulster  economy,  and  call  for 

action.  They  left  with  bo  as- 
surance that  farmers  in 

Northern  Ireland  would  be 

treated  differently. 

In  Strasbourg  MEP's  — 
John  Hume,  the  SDLP  leader, 
and  the  Ulster  Unionist  Jim 
Nicholson  —   were  jointly 

pressing  the  case  at  a   meeting 
with  the  EU  Agriculture 

Commissioner. 

ARE  SOME 
DRUG 

COMPANIES TOO 

BUSY  LINING 
THEIR 

POCKETS  TO 
WORRY 

ABOUT  THE 

Non-steroidal  anti-inflammatories  are  responsible for  over  2000  deaths  a   year.  Some  are 

freely  available  over  the  counter.  Read  the  facts 
about  them  only  in  this  week’s  Radio  Times. 

ITS  NOT  WHAT  YOU  ExPECT. 
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Saga  of 
the 
rising 

sons 

Ian  and 
Kevin 
follow 

well- trodden 

path into 
Russia 

Maxwells’  star  shines  in  the  East 
Lisa  Buckingham,  Celia 

Weston,  David  Gow  and 

Richard  Norton-Taylor 

LIKE  peas  out  of  a   tar- 
nished pod,  Kevin 

and  Ian  Maxwell
 

have  turned  their 

busine
ss  

skills 

towards 
 
publishi

ng,  
televi- 

sion . . .   and  Russia. 

Their  father,  the  discred- 
ited media  tycoon.  Robert 

Maxwell,  was  bom  in  Czecho- 
slovakia and  always  main- 

tained strong  links  with  east- 
ern Europe  even  when  that 

meant  endorsing  some  of  the 

region's  most  vilified 
regimes. 

He  spoke  six  east  European 
languages,  and  claimed  to  be 
a   trusted  associate  of  the  for- 

mer Soviet  chief,  Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 
Now  two  of  his  sons,  who 

were  routinely  humiliated  by 
their  father  when  they 
worked  as  hired  hands  in  his 
media  empire,  are  ploughing 
the  same  furrow. 

They  are  working  in  what 
is  described  as  a   freelance 

capacity  for  Westbourne 
Communications,  a   central 
London  consultancy  run  by 

Jean  Baddeley  —   Robert  Max- 
well’s long-standing  secretary 

—   which  has  a   number  of  pro- 
jects in  the  former  Soviet 

Union.  It  is  said  to  pay  them 

up  to  £30,000  a   year  each  — almost  certainly  a   gross 
under-estimate. 

Chief  among  Westbourae's projects  is  a   plan  to  set  up  a 
satellite  TV  operation  for  ISO 

million  viewers  in  partner- 
ship with  the  state-controlled 

All-Russian  Television  and 

:   Radio.  But  the  junior  Max- 
wells have  already  been  in- 

volved with  Maximov  Publi- 

cations in  producing  a   Who's Who  of  top  Russians  retailing 
at  £100. 

Ian  is  listed  as  an  editorial 

director  and  is  a   constant  vis- 
itor to  its  Moscow  offices. 

At  one  time  they  were 

working  with  Nordex,  a   mys- 
terious Vienna-based  trading 

company,  many  of  whose  em- 
ployees are  former  Soviet  in- 

telligence officers. 
Their  involvement  with 

Nordex  was  arranged  through 
Westbourne.  Nordex,  which 
trades  in  the  Middle  East  as 
well  as  countries  of  the  for- 

mer Soviet  block,  was 
reported  three  years  ago  to 
have  a   turnover  of  £1.7 
billion. 

Its  activities  have  caught 
the  attention  of  western  intel- 

ligence agencies. 
Mrs  Baddeley  said  yester- 

day that  Westbourne's relationship  with  Nordex 

came  to  "a  natural  end"  in 
1994.  "The  Maxwell  brothers 
work  on  various  major  pro- 

jects we  have,  including  quite 
a   few  in  Russia,  as  strategic 
business  consultants  and  giv- 

ing marketing  advice." A   business  associate  com- 
mented: "There  is  no  doubt 

that  Kevin  and  Ian  have  first- 
class  connections  in  Moscow. 
They  are  plugged  into  all  the 

right  people." 
A   father  of  six,  Kevin  was 

spectacularly  declared  bank- 

Kevin  Maxwell:  working  as 

consultant  for  ex-secretary 

rapt  with  record  debts  of 
£406.5  million  but  has  been 

working  long  hours  —   in  ad- dition to  the  time  he  has 

spent  on  his  defence  —   on  his freelance  work. 

Always  portrayed  as  the 

brightest  of  the  Maxwell  off- 
spring, Kevin  was  ultimately 

unable  to  withstand  the  sheer 
force  of  his  father. 

But  when  the  sky  fell  in  on 

the  empire  alter  Maxwell  dis- 
appeared from  his  yacht  it 

was  the  apparently  iron-spir- ited women  of  the  family  who 

caught  the  imagination  as  the 
backbone  of  the  family. 

Cap’n  Bob's  wife,  Elizabeth, 
was.  however,  soon  to  reveal 
what  hell  the  media  tycoon 

had  put  her  through  and  the 

apparently  made- in-heaven match  between  the  second 
oldest  son.  Ian,  and  his  wife 
Laura  was  to  foil  apart 

Laura  stood  by  Ian's  side for  the  entire  131-day  trial, 
and  had  remained  steadfast 

despite  the  prospect  of  home- 
lessness. But  the  blonde  Chi- 

cago-born former  model  who 
had  taken  up  a   career  in  TV. 

finally  quit  her  husband's side  after  five  years  of marriage. 

Only  Pandora,  Kevin  s 

Who  did 

steal 
the 

£400m? 
continued  from  page  1 
Trachtenberg  on  related 

charges.  The  former  Maxwell 
executive,  Michael  Stoney. 

would  have  faced  two  accusa- 
tions of  false  accounting. 

None  of  these  charges  will 
now  be  prosecuted.  The  SFO 

claimed  yesterday’s  ruling 
had  put  it  in  an  impossible 
position.  Already  the  judi- 

ciary has  ruled  that  jurors 
should  not  have  to  sit  through 
lengthy  trials  relating  to  large 
numbers-  of  offences,  so  the 
SFO  has  responded,  as  In  the 

Maxwell  case,  by  ‘‘severing" the  indictment  into  separate 

cases. 
Now,  Mr  Justice  Buckley 

has  ruled  that  it  ought  in 

future  to  be  “unusual”  for there  to  be  a   second  trial  in 
such  cases. 

Mr  Staple  said:  “This  case 
vividly  illustrates  the  difficul- 

ties of  large  fraud  cases."  In June,  the  director  suggested 
the  time  may  have  come  to 

examine  the  possibility  of  tak- 
ing juries  out  of  lengthy  fraud 

trials  and  replacing  them 

with  panels  of  judges,  “expert 
assessors”  or  a   mixture  of  the two. 

But  a   school  of  thought  in- 
side the  agency-  suggests 

“special  juries",  abolished  in 
1970.  may  provide  a   compro- 

mise acceptable  to  whoever 
forms  the  next  Government. 
The  SFO  believed  it  had  a 

right  to  verdicts  on  the  whole 
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Scientists  claim 

breakthrough 

in  zero-gravity 
sminting  IAN  MODAJRE 

Russian  volunteer* 

PHYSICISTS  in  Cam- 
bridge are  dose  to  solving 

the  bizarre  and  baffling 

phenomenon  of  zero  gravi- 
ty sminting.  A   team  led 

by  Professor  Albert  E. 

Hatt,  has  been  operating 

with  scientists  from  both 

the  USA  and  Russia  to 

determine  the  effects  of 

zero  gravity  sminting  on 
humming  birds. 

After  being  exposed  to 
the  effects  of  a   small,  blue 

rectangular  pack  just  once. 

Makes  your  mouth 

the  humming  birds 
could  achieve  a   state  of 

complete  weightless- 
ness. In  other  words, 

they  could  float  Even 
-   more  sensational,  this 

experiment  has  now 
been  carried  out  on 

humans;  some  as 

heavy  as  20  stone. 
Leaked  photographs 

taken  “somewhere  in 

England"sbow  Russian volunteers  floating  at 

least  15  feet  in  the  air 
and  being  secured  by 

fishing  lines.  Professor 

Hatt  explains:  “At first it  was  a   bit  tricky 

with  the  humans,  espe- 
cially the  overweight 

Russian  volunteers. 
We  had  to  subject  them  to 

continuous  sminting  before 

we  saw  any  effect 
But  once  we  got  the  dose 

right  we  had  them  floating 
on  air  for  up  to  an  hour  at  a 

time." 

a   much  nicer  place. 

Kevin  (right)  and  Ian  Maxwell  celebrate  after  the  decision 

of  its  Maxwell  indictment  the 

judge  dls greed.  He  said  that 
where  there  was  an  "affront 
to  fair  play  and  decency  . . . 
the  administration  of  justice 
is  better  served  by  staying  the 

proceedings". 

He  attacked  the  “unhealthy 

and  adverse  media  publicity” 
surrounding  the  Maxwell  af- fair and  said  another  trial 
would  signal  to  the  public 
that  the  authorities  did  not 
accept  the  verdict  of  the  first 

jury.  "I  accept  the  jury's  ver- dict These  proceedings  are 

stayed. '* 

There  were  extraordinary 
scenes  outside  the  High  Court 
as  Kevin  emerged  with  his 
arm  around  his  brother,  Ian. 

Police  battled  with  reporters 
to  clear  a   path  to  a   waiting 
Alfa  Romeo  saloon.  Shortly 

afterwards.  Kevin  faced  the 

media  in  the  Great  Hall  of 
Lincoln's  Inn  and  spoke  of  a 
"sense  of  relief  that  n   night- 

mare is  over". 

He  thanked  his  wife,  family 

and  friends  and  responded  to 

criticisms  of  his  multi-million 

pound  legal-aid  bill.  "Justice . . .   and  my  freedom  [dont] 
have  a   price. "This  is  ...  a   great  day  for 

me  personally.”  His  next move  would  be  “lunch,  hope- fully". He  was  “still  pretty 

numb  from  this  morning’s  de- 

cision. It  hasn't  sunk  in." As  the  Maxwells  celebrated, 
the  SFO  was  once  again  the 

target  for  criticism.  Labour's economic  spokesman.  Mike 
O’Brien,  confirmed  that  the 

role  of  the  anti-fraud  force 
would  come  within  the  regu- 

latory review  promised 
should  the  party  form  the 

next  government.  “Some  of the  decisions '   taken  by  the SFO  and  the  way  in  which 

they  have  been  implemented have  raised  concerns  for 

some  years." 

The  Liberal  Democrats  sug- 

gested the  office’s  twin  inves- tigation prosecution  function 
ought  to  be  separated. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  affair 

Ghislaine  Maxwell . . .   only 
sibling  still  on  tarnished 

•   The  Maxwell  affair 
began  1,752  days  ago,  when 

Kevin  told  a   press  confer- ence in  December  1991  that 
he  “couldn’t  say”  whether 

the  group's  pension  funds remained  in  surplus. 

•   Inquiries  established  a 
£425  million  shortfall  on 
Maxwell  pension  schemes: 

32,000  pensioners  were  af- fected. although  all  have 
now  been  compensated. 

•   Bringing  the  Maxwell 
brothers  to  trial  cost  at  least 
£25  million. 

•   The  Maxwell  allegations 

rank  as  Britain's  largest domestic  fraud  case. 

•   Jurors  in  the  131-day 
trial  ofKevin  and  Ian  Max- 

well and  the  financial  ad- 
viser, Larry  Trachtenberg, 

made  history  in  January 

with  the  longest  retirement 

of  any  jury — 11  nights. 

•   Kevin  was  in  the  witness 
box  for  21  days;  his  brother. 

Ian,  did  not  give  evidence. 

•   Nobody  has  been  con- victed of  a   criminal  offence 
in  relation  to  the  affair,  nor 

is  any  senior  banker  known 
to  have  resigned. 

earthiiy  spoken  other  half  — 
famed  for  telling  a   dawn  raid 

of  police  and  fraud  investiga- 
tors to  'piss  off  —   has 

remained  on  side,  even  bear- 

ing another  child Pandora,  the  daughter  of  a 
car  number  plate  maker, 

never  saw  eye-to-eye  with  Ke- 
vin's father  —   an  animosity 

which  was,  by  all  accounts, 

wholly  reciprocated  —   al- though she  claimed  to  have 
been  “charmed"  by  the  char- 

ismatic tycoon  as  much  as 
most  others. 

Neither  Kpvin  nor  Ian  was 

immune  to  this  paternal  se- 
duction, even  though  dearly 

intimidated  by  their  father 
who  felt  no  compunction  in 
publicly  humiliating  both. 

Apart  from  the  oldest  sur- 
viving child.  Phillip,  who 

long  since  distanced  himself 
from  his  father's  business, 
and  Isabel,  only  Ghislaine, 
the  34-year-old  younger 

daughter  —   regarded  as  the 

apple  of  Daddy's  eye  —   ap- pears untarnished  by  the 
brush  of  the  scandal. 

A   persistent  subject  of  tab- loid speculation  about  her 

lifestyle  and  romantic  attach- 
ments. she  appears  to  have 

maintained  her  spending  and 

standing  in  social  circles 

since  her  father’s  death. 
Most  recently  Ms  Maxwell, 

who  has  lived  in  the  US  for 

the  past  five  years  and  sev- 
ered up  her  UK  roots  when she  sold  a   £350,000  house, 

stated  her  occupation  as  "In- ternet writer."  When  on  a visit  to  London  she  was  fined 

£1,000  last  month  for  drink- 
driving. 

In  the  most  expensive  crim- 
inal trial  In  history,  Lin  and 

Kevin  have  run  up  a   legal  hill 

of  up  to  £20  million,  virtually all  of  which  is  being  paid  by 

legal  aid. 
In  addition,  the  Serious 

Fraud  Office  investigation 
has  cost  about  £11  million  of 

taxpayers'  money. 
Despite  bankruptcy  decla- 

rations. aid  to  the  Maxwell 
brothers  prompted  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  Lord  Mackay,  to 
announce  a   crackdown  on 
cases  where  ‘‘apparently 
wealthy”  people  received 
legal  aid  while  the  clearly  im- 

poverished got  nothing. 
Ian's  assets  were  frozen, 

pending  civil  action,  long  be- 
fore the  trial,  which  meant 

they  could  not  be  counted 
towards  his  wealth  when 

making  an  assessment  for 

legal  aid.  Kevin  was  declared 
a   bankrupt  and  was  said  to 
have  signed  on  the  dole  before 
the  trial  started.  He  has 

recently  been  discharged  as  a bankrupt 

But,  as  if  his  own  court  em- 
broglio  was  insufficient, 
Kevin  popped  up  earlier  this 
year  as  a   defence  witness  for 
Owen  Oysten,  the  discredited 
socialist  businessman  who was  eventually  found  guilty 

of  sexual  assault And  a   growing  taste  for 

legal  jousting  was  further  In- dulged when  Kevin  recently 
attempted  to  stop  publication 

of  Jeffrey  Archer1  novel.  The Fourth  Estate,  which  is 

loosely  based  on  rivalry  be- tween his  father  and  Rupert 
Murdoch. 

Decision  will 

bring  calls  for 

jury  reform 

Clare  Dyer 

Legal  Correspondent 

THE  final  collapse  of  the 

Maxwell  prosecutions will  inevitably  prompt 

calls  for  radical  reform  of  ju- 
ries in  complex  fraud  trials. 

The  Serious  Fraud  Office 

fears  yesterday’s  decision could  undermine  its  whole 

approach  to  the  most  complex 
cases  —   splitting  them  into  a 
series  of  trials  to  make  them 

manageable  for  Juries.  Prose- cutors fear  the  message  of 

yesterday's  ruling  —   that  if the  first  trial  fails  they  may 

not  get  a   second  chance  — will  make  it  hard  to  convey  a 
whole  picture  of  dishonesty  to a   randomly  chosen  jury. 

The  SFO  believes  there  is 
no  chance  that  Parliament 

would  accept  the  1986  recom- mendations of  the  Roskill 
Committee  on  Fraud  Trials, 
that  such  cases  be  dealt  with 

by  a   judge  with  two  specially 
qualified  assessors.  But  the 
office  may  lobby  the  Home 

Office  and  Lord  Chancellor's department  for  a   revival  of 
the  special  seven-member  ju- 

ries which  sat  at  the  Old  Bai- 

ley until  just  after  the  second 
world  war.  to  deal  with  seri- ous frauds.  The  SFO  may 

press  for  a   minimum  educa- 

tional requirement,  such  as 

GCSEs  in  English  and  maths. 
The  office  may  also  float  a 

proposal  that  those  selected  to sit  on  a   jury  for  months 

should  be  paid,  and  their  em- 
ployers compensated  for  their 

absence,  to  discourage  better- 
qualified  people  from  opting 

out  of  jury  service. They  will  argue  that  juries 
comprising  such  people  could cope  with  weighing  up  the 
evidence  in  even  the  longest, 

most  complex  cases  —   remov- ing the  need  to  break  them  up 
into  several  trials. 
Any  move  to  tamper  with 

the  jury  system  will  meet 
strong  opposition  from  the 
senior  judiciary,  the  Bar  and 
the  Law  Society.  Pressure  for 
research  into  how  juries 

reach  their  verdicts  is  mount- 
ing from  senior  lawyers  and academics  though  not,  on  the 

whole,  from  judges,  who  fear 
too  close  a   scrutiny  of  the 

jury  could  be  the  first  step  to 
its  demise.  The  Contempt  of 
Court  Act  bars  all  research 

into  jury  deliberations. James  Morton,  editor  of  the 
New  Law  Journal  and  joint 
author  of  a   book  on  juries, 
said:  “The  first  thing  that 
must  be  done  is  to  repeal  the 
ban  in  the  Contempt  of  Court 
Act  so  we  can  have  proper 

research  on  juries." 
After  the  Maxwell  defen- dants’ acquittal  last  January, 

the  Attorney-General,  Sir 
Nicholas  Lyell.  conceded  that 
the  Government  would  need 

to  look  "carefully"  at  the  pos- 
sibility of  dispensing  with  ju- 

ries in  fraud  trials. 
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Kurdish  TV 

still  on  air 
after  raids 
Ian  Black 

Diplomatic  Editor 

STAFF  at  the  world's 
only  Kurdis

h  televi- 
sion station  vowed 

 to 

continue
  broadcas

t- 

ing from  their  Londo
n  head- 

quarters yester
day  after  nor- 

mal service  was  interr
upted 

by  a   police  raid  for  mat
erial 

linking  it  to  terror
ism. 

Hikmet  Tabuk.  director  of 

Med-TV.  last  night  used  an 

emergency  satellite  link  to 

tell  the  station's  audience  in 
Europe  and  south-eastern 
Turkey  that  simultaneous 
searches  had  also  been 
mounted  on  Wednesday  at  the 

company  offices  in  Belgium 
and  homes  in  Germany. 
Subscribers  saw  only  a 

message  on  TV  screens  an- 
nouncing: “We  have  been  at- 

tacked by  the  enemy.  We  hope 
to  continue  broadcasting 

soon." 

Raids  were  also  reported  on 
the  Kurdistan  parliament  in 
exile  in  Brussels  and  Kurdish 
premises  in  France. 
Computer  disks  and  flies 

were  seized  from  the  chan- 
nel’s central  London  office 

during  a   three-hour  visit  by 
Special  Branch  officers  using 
a   warrant  issued  under  the 
Prevention  of  Terrorism  Act. 
staff  said. 
No  one  has  been  charged 

but  Scotland  Yard  said  last 

night  that  investigations  were 
continuing. 
“The  Turks  give  informa- 

tion about  us.  but  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  is  accurate 

or  not."  Mr  Tabuk  said.  “We are  confident  that  we  have 
nothing  to  hide. 
“This  raid  on  a   minority 

language  broadcaster  shows 
the  enormous  pressures  de- 

ployed against  any  Expression 

of  Kurdish  cultural  identity." Mr  Tabuk  said  that  quick 
Turkish  media  coverage  of 
the  raids  —   the  main  story  in 

yesterday's  newspapers  — suggested  Ankara  had  prior 
knowledge. 
Turkish  TV  reported  Last 

night  that  80  Med-TV  studio 
staff  and  other  Kurdish  activ- 

ists in  Brussels  were  still  in 
custody  after  police  searched 
20  houses  following  the  sei- 

zure in  Luxembourg  of  350 
million  francs  (£45  million i 
tie  longing  to  the  company. 
Turkey,  a   member  of  Nato 

and  a   candidate  for  the  Euro- 

pean Union,  has  made  the  clo- sure of  the  channel,  on  air  for 
17  months,  a   high  priority  in 
its  foreign  relations. 

Turkey  claims  Med-TV  is 
the  propaganda  arm  of  the  sep- 

aratist  Kurdish  Workers’ party,  which  has  been  fighting 
a   bloody  11-year  war  in  the 
south-east  of  the  country.  Med- 
TV  says  it  is  simply  a   voice  Tor 

the  Kurds,  the  world’s  largest stateless  nation. 

New  gain  for 
women  priests 
Madeleine  Bunting 

Religious  Affairs  Editor 

THE  Church  in  Wales 
voted  by  the  narrowest 

of  margins  yesterday  to 
lift  the  ban  on  women  becom- 

ing priests. 
The  change  scraped 

through  by  one  vote  among 
the  clergy  —   though  bishops 
and  laity  voted  heavily  in 
favour  —   ending  the  last  bar 
on  women  in  the  priesthood 
within  the  Anglican  church 
in  Britain. 
The  decision,  at  a   tense 

meeting  in  Lampeter,  comes 
nearly  three  years  after  the 
Church  of  England  dropped 
its  ban.  and  also  brings  the 
Welsh  Anglicans  in  line  with 
the  Church  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland. 

Most  of  the  70  women  dea- 
cons in  the  Church  will  now 

be  looking  forward  to  a   mass 
ordination  celebration  early 
next  year.  Two  years  ago 
their  hopes  were  dashed 
when  the  same  bill  was  de- 

feated by  conservative  clergy. 
All  six  bishops  in  the 

Church  —   which  has  just 
over  90.000  adherents  in 
Wales  —   voted  for  women  be- 

coming priests  after  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Wales  made  a   pas- 

sionate appeal  to  the 

conference  not  to  allow  the 
Church  to  become  isolated. 

“We  will  simply  slide  back- 
wards and  nobody  will  be  pre- 
pared to  listen  to  us.  We  will 

just  be  a   forgotten  province  of 

the  Anglican  Church,"  said the  Rt  Rev  Alwyn  Rice- Jones. 
Women  clergy  had  warned 

that  the  Church  would  lose 
candidates  to  England  if  the 
vote  failed  again. 
The  Rev  Valerie  Jones,  who 

is  in  charge  of  three  parishes 
near  Llangollen,  CUvyd,  was 

among  those  celebrating.  "I don't  know  what  would  have 
happened  if  the  vote  had  been 
lost  again.  There  has  been  a 
great  sense  of  frustration  and 
work  left  undone  since  we 
saw  women  priests  allowed  in 

England  and  elsewhere." The  laity  voted  heavily  in 
favour  by  136  votes  to  47.  The 
real  opposition  was  in  the 
clergy  section  which  only  just 

managed  the  required  two- 
thirds  majority  of  35  in  favour 
and  40  against. 

Some  clergy  may  now  con- 
sider leaving  the  Church.  The 

bill  includes  compensation 
arrangements  for  those 
among  the  600-odd  priests 
who  decide  to  quit  amount- 

ing to  two  years'  full  pay  — 
£26,000  —   but  only  if  they  can 
prove  hardship  and  resign 
within  a   year. 

Details  of  Van  Gogh’s  Farm  near  Auvers,  moving  from  the  Tate  to  the  National  Gallery-  and  (below)  Picasso's  Fruit  Dish.  Bottle  and  Violin,  whic
h  is  going  in  the  opposite  directum 

Modem 
art  on 
move  in 

galleries reshuffle 

Mae  v   Kennedy  on  a 

matter  of  definition 

Modern  art  began 
In  1900,  it  has  been 
officially  decided, 

and  as  a   result  Picasso. 

Monet,  and  Gauguin  will 
have  to  move  home. 

The  directors  of  the  two 

great  British  art  collec- tions, the  National  Gallery 

find  the  Tate,  are  to  ex- 
change dozens  of  paintings 

in  a   move  to  rationalise 
their  displays. 

The  Tate  will  now  declare 
1900  as  the  starting  date  for 

its  modern  foreign  collec- 
tion —   the  British  collec- 
tion will  still  begin  with 

works  dating  from  the  17th 
century.  The  Tate  will  lend 
some  paintings  predating 

1900  to  fill  gaps  in  the  dis- 

play of  the  National  Gal- lery, receiving  in  return 
masterpieces  including  Mo- 

net's magnificent  late 
Water  Lilies. 

"We  think  it  is  very  im- 

portant that  the  collections should  be  where  they  make 
the  most  sense,  and  where 
the  public  most  enjoy 

them.”  said  Neil  Mac- 
Gregor. director  of  the National  Gallery. 

In  the  past,  it  took  a   lot  of homework  for  visitors  to 
follow  the  careers  of  major 
artists  like  Matisse  or  Pis- 

sarro, and  realise  that  10- 

year  gaps  in  their  develop- ment in  one  collection  were 
filled  by  paintings  in  the other. 
The  Tate  had  nothing  by 

the  influential  Gustav 
Klimt,  but  will  now  receive 

a   wonderful  society  por- 
trait of  1904.  The  National 

also  had  some  odd  holes. 

Gauguin,  renowned  for  the 

blazing  colour  of  his  Tahi- tian paintings,  had  up  until 
now  been  represented  by  a 

single  sober  early  vase  of flowers,  but  the  gallery  will 
soon  house  a   classic  late 
work.  Faa  Tbeihe.  painted 
in  1898.  and  described  by 

Mr  MacGregor  as  “a  vir- tual resume  of  his  achieve- 

ments in  Tahiti”. He  said  the  date  1900  — already  attacked  by  some 
critics  as  too  late  for  the 

Impressionists  and  too 

early  for  Abstract  —   was chosen  as  being  simple  and 
logical,  and  also  making 
the  most  sense  for  the  pic- 

tures in  the  collections. 

A   bit  of  legwork  will  still 
be  needed  to  follow  the 
careers  of  artists  like 
Monet,  who  bridged  the 
19th  and  20th  centuries. 
Their  work  will  still  be 

split,  and  Monet's  works will  travel  in  both  direc- 
tions as  part  of  the  loan 

arrangement 

Students  face  £1 ,000  fees  ‘Four-year’  legal  aid  bills 
Donald  Madeod 

Education  Correspondent 

SEVERAL  universities 
will  be  charging  stu- 

dents £1,000  top-up  fees 
nest  year  to  meet  a   shortfall 
in  government  funding,  the 

leader  of  Britain's  vice-chan- cellors said  yesterday. 

Gareth  Roberts,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Vice 
Chancellors  and  Principals 
(CVCP).  said  the  six  universi- 

ties expected  to  charge  stu- 
dents could  be  followed  in 

1998  by  about  20  more. 

His  prediction  —   which 
provoked  a   furious  response 
from  student  leaders  —   is  the 
clearest  indication  of  a   fund- 

ing crisis  in  universities 
following  5   per  cent  cuts  to 

the  sector  in  last  year’s  Bud- get More  Treasury  cuts  are 
planned.  Including  a   50  per 
cent  reduction  in  capital 
funding  over  three  years. 

Prof  Robertssaid  he  feared 
that  top-up  fees  would  lead  to 
the  re-emergence  of  the  old 
rift  between  universities  and 

polytechnics.  Several  of  the 
most  popular  universities would  be  in  a   strong  position 

to  charge  fees  without  dent- 
ing recruitment. 

He  said  about  six  universi- 
ties would  charge  fees  of 

£1,000  next  year.  The  London 
School  of  Economics  is  under- 

taking a   feasibility  study  on 
fees,  while  Birmingham  and 
Huddersfield  universities 

have  been  discussing  their  in- 

troduction. Last  year's  budget settlement  provoked  the  CVCP 
into  threatening  a   £300  levy  on 

new  students  —   which 
prompted  Gillian  Shephard, 
the  Education  and  Employ- 

ment Secretary,  to  set  up  an 

inquiry  by  Sir  Ron  Dealing 
into  higher  education  funding. 

Although  the  vice-chancel- 
lors expect  him  to  recom- mend fees,  in  the  meantime 

short-term  funding  problems 

are  growing.  Another  bad 
budget  settlement  would  lead 
to  more  redundancies  among 

lecturers.  Prof  Roberts  said. 
There  have  already  been  2.000 
posts  cut  this  year. 

At  their  annual  conference 

in  Sheffield,  the  vice-chancel- lors dropped  proposals  for 
students  to  repay  £20,000 
towards  the  cost  of  their 
degrees  which  they  had 
planned  to  submit  to  Sir 
Ron's  inquiry. 

Douglas  Trainer,  president 
of  the  NUS,  welcomed  the 
vice-chancellors’  decision  to 
shelve  their  plan  for  £20.000 
student  loans  —   but  pledged 

opposition  to  top-up  fees.  Indi- vidual vice-chancellors  would 
be  targeted  in  any  university 
that  tried  to  introduce  fees. 
Parents  and  students  would 

be  warned  in  a   move  to  em- 

barrass “rogue  institutions", while  the  union  would  also 
consider  legal  action,  be  said. 

I   Clare  Dyer 

Legal  Correspondent 

Atypical  litigant  on 

legal  aid  who  loses  a 
court  case  will  take 

four  years  to  pay  off  the  costs 
under  plans  to  change  the 
legal  aid  system,  solicitors were  told  yesterday. 

Gary  Streeter,  junior  minis- ter in  the  Lord  Chancellor  s 

Department,  told  lawyers 
campaigning  against  the 
changes  that  in  an  average 
case  it  would  take  a   year  if 
the  litigant  won  or  four  years 
if  he  lost. 

His  speech,  to  a   joint  con- ference of  the  Law  Society 

and  the  Legal  Aid  Practitio- 
ners Group  in  Cardiff,  was  de- 

signed to  damp  down  solici- 
tors' growing  anger  at  the 

proposals  and  head  off  a   poss- 
ible boycott  by  advice  agen- cies, who  will  play  a   key  role 

under  the  changes. 

Mr  Streeter  said  the  mini- mum contribution  everyone 
would  have  to  pay  to  get  aid 
for  a   court  case  would  be  very 
low.  Solicitors,  who  have 
mounted  a   joint  campaign 

against  the  plans  with  nine 
advice  organisations,  were  in 
no  mood  to  be  placated. 

Tony  Girling,  the  Law  Soci- 
ety president,  said  the 

requirement  of  a   one-off  fee 
would  place  justice  beyond the  reach  of  the  very  poor. 

The  proposal  to  make  losing 
litigants  on  legal  aid  liable  for 

their  opponents'  costs  "will deter  decent,  hard-working 
people  from  bringing  genuine 
cases  for  fear  of  being  ruined 

if  they  lost" 

Mr  Streeter  said  legal  aid 
had  lost  the  confidence  of  the 

public,  who  perceived  it  as 

lop-sided  and  wasteful.  “At present  most  people  who  get 
legal  aid  face  little  or  no  risk 
of  having  to  pay  anything 

towards  the  cost  "With  noth- 

ing to  lose,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  some  people  try  their 
luck  with  weak  or  trivial 

cases  that  no  one  would 

dream  of  paying  for  them- selves. Worse  still,  opponents, 

knowing  they  cannot  recover 
their  costs,  often  concede 

good  cases." 

Mr  Girling,  who  outlined 
Law  Society  proposals  to  save 

£125  million,  said:  “Let  us sweep  away  the  abuses  by  all 
means.  But  in  the  process  let 
us  not  sweep  away  toe  Child 

Bs  . . .   the  victims  of  asbesto- 
sis,  the  tenants  living  in  unfit 

properties,  the  hundreds  and thousands  of  ordinary  people 

who  have  been  helped  to  jus- 
tice where  there  would. have 

been  none.” 

Marlene  Winfield  of  the 
National  Consumer  Council, 
said:  “We  will  make  even  the 

poorest  pay  something  towards 
their  legs!  aid.  The  main  effect 
will  be  to  deter  legitimate  cases 

from  being  brought.” 

A   mortgage 

quote  in 
lO  minutes  flat. 

No  wonder 

it’s  called  a   hotline, 

Make  a   quick  call  to  TSB 

PhoneBattk  for  a   free  mortgage 

quote. 

Because  you'll  save  yourself  a 

lot  of  time  by  finding  out 

exactly  how  much  you  can 

borrow  before  you  go  house 
hunting. 

So  if  you  want  a   free  quote 

in  ten  minutes  flat,  ring  TSB 

PhoneBank  on  the  number 

below  and  simply  ask  for  it. 

CALL  FREE 
Quoting  ref  GUH2 0500  758  OOO 

Mortgage  Quotation  Line 

We  want  you 
to  say 

YES 
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Rog’-ua^d  u.  Errand  unBWdoc  Numb*-  I0892M.  TSB  Bant  Scalfand  pic.  Horry  Duncan  Hotao,  IJC  George  Shod  EH3  41M  Boyrterod  .n  ScoH»«i  Number  65237. 

YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  00  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A   MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 

To  many  in 

the  brutish, 

swaggering 
world  of 

gangsta  rap, 
and  even  to 

those  who 

followed 

his  exploits from  afar, 

the  biggest 

surprise  was 
that  he  lived 
so  long. 

Ian  Katz  on 
the  life  and 
death  of  Tupac 
Amaru  Shakur Friday 

Review 
front 
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Rebecca  Smithers 

Political  Correspondent 

Ambulance  services 
in  England  and  Wales 
will  start  to  prioritise 

emergency  calls  from  next 
year,  with  crews  required  to 
respond  to  the  most  urgent 
ones  within  eight  minutes. 

At  present  they  have  to  res- 
pond to  emergencies  within 

14  minutes  in  major  cities  and 
19  minutes  elsewhere  —   but 
from  April  emergency  calls 

will  be  screened  for  "life- 
threatening  conditions",  the Government  announced  in  a 

white  paper  published  yester- 
day to  mark  five  years  of  the 

Citizen’s  Charter. The  ambulance  initiative 
will  be  launched  in  four  areas 
before  being  Introduced  in 
other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  white  paper  also  sets 

new  targets  requiring  govern- 
ment departments  to  deal 

with  letters  from  the  public 

within  20  working  days  —   one 
of  1D0  new  commitments  to 
improve  health,  education, 
transport  and  public  services. 

But  it  also  reveals  a   slump 

In  the  quality  of  some  ser- 
vices in  the  last  five  years. 

The  number  of  patients  not 
admitted  to  hospital  within  a 

month  of  their  first  cancelled 
operation  has  gone  up  in  Eng- 

Launching  the  white  paper, 

John  Major  said:  "At  the land.  Wales  and  Northern  Ire-  heart  of  the  Citizen's  Charter land.  On  the  Tube,  London 

Underground  —   which  five 
is  one  simple  thought:  service 
users  should  come  first  We 

years  ago  met  all  nine  service  all  use  public  services 

Roger  Freeman  said  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Citizen's  Charter was  reflected  in  the  fact  that 

there  are  42  national  charters 
and  10.000  local  schemes. 

But  Derek  Foster,  shadow 

regularity  targets  —   now  they  should  be  run  for  our  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  failed  abysmally.  The  white 
meets  only  four  out  of  10  tar- 

gets set 

benefit  and  meet  our  needs." Public  services  minister Lancaster,  said  Mr  Major's “big  idea"  of  charters  had 
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Tory  deal 
on  currency 
ruled  out 
Michael  White 
Political  Editor 

SENIOR  Conservatives 

last  night  dismissed 
hopes  of  agreeing  a 

compromise 
 
in  the 

feud  over  the  single  European 

currency,  whereby  the  Cabi- 
net would  rule  out  member- 

ship in  the  first  1999  wave  but 
allow  the  possibility  of  Join- 

ing at  some  time  in  the  next 

parliament. 
As  the  former  prime  minis- 

ter. Sir  Edward  Heath,  last 

night  weighed  in  on  the  pro- 
single  currency  side  of  the  ar- 

gument, some  Torj-  sceptics endorsed  such  a   compromise 
as  a   discreet  attempt  to  split 

the  difference  between  the 

two  factions. With  six  ex-cabinet  gran- 
dees, including  Sir  Edward, 

signing  a   letter  yesterday  at- 

tacking the  “Little  England" rightwing,  the  current  Cabi- 
net's most  outspoken  Euro- 
pean. Kenneth  Clarke,  said  it 

would  be  “folly"  to  change 

policies  now. 

That  amounts  to  keeping  all 

options  open  during  the  com- 

ing election,  Mr  Clarke  con- firms today  in  an  interview 
with  the  Daily  Telegraph.  The 

Chancellor  predicts  that,  de- 
spite pressure  for  change, 

John  Major's  so-called  Maas- tricht opt-out  will  hold  right 

up  to  election  day. To  the  fury  of  the  Tory 

right  (who  dubbed  the  six "Old  Men  Behaving  Badly"), 
another  grandee,  Douglas 
Hurd,  yesterday  made  plain 

that  Tories  of  the  centre-left are  "no  longer  going  to  shut 

up  for  fear  of  being  told  we 

are  rocking  the  boat".  They 
will  fight  to  protect  the  exist- 

ing formula  from  further  sa- lami-tactics by  the  right. 

Yesterday  the  row  domi- nated a   planned  attack  by  the 

Tory  chairman.  Brian  Ma- 

John  Major  and  public  services  minister  Roger  Freeman  watch  Moseley  School,  Birmingham  pupils  compile  Charter  Mark  league  tablespncrroaHAPrt  uichael  Stephens 

been  "a  national  joke",  add- ing: “This  anniversary  pre- 
sented the  Government  with  a 

unique  opportunity  to  trans- 
form the  programme  into  a   real force  for  change.  They  have 

paper  is  just  more  of  the  same 

old  hype." 

Cook  praises ‘thoughtful  and 

energetic’ 

Labour  leader 
Ewan  MacAskJJI,  Chief 

Political  Correspondent 

TONY  Blair  received  ful- 
some praise  last  night 

from  Robin  Cook,  one  of  the 

leading  left-wingers  in  the 
shadow  cabinet 
Mr  Cook  described  Mr 

Blair  as  a   “leader  who  is  both 
energetic  and  thoughtful.  He 
understands  and  shares  the 

everyday  concerns  of  a   mod- 
ern young  family.  He  also 

offers  a   vision  for  the  future 

of  our  nation". 

Party  strategists  agreed  at the  weekend  that  senior 

shadow  cabinet  members 

would  speak  up  for  Mr  Blair to  counter  weeks  of  internal 

wrangling.  Although  Mr  Cook 
has  been  in  a   bitter  feud  with 

the  shadow  chancellor,  Gor- 
don Brown,  he  has  for  the 

most  part  supported  Mr  Blair. Mr  Cook,  speaking  to  the Yorkshire  Fiscal  Group  in 

Leeds,  said  Labour  had  moved 
forward  on  the  basis  of  values "which  are  eternal  but  which 

must  be  applied  in  new  ways 

to  changing  circumstances.  We 
believe  the  individual  thrives 
best  in  a   strong  community 

bound  by  common  goals  and 

common  rules". 

He  added:  "We  believe  we 
have  a   duty,  as  individuals  and 
as  a   society,  to  help  the  weak 

and  the  poor  and  the  sick." 
He  admitted  to  at  least  one 

occasion  on  which  he  had  dis- 
agreed been  at  odds  with  Mr 

Blair,  over  the  rewriting  of 
Clause  4. 

"It  Is  no  secret  that  I   was 

sceptical  about  the  need  to 

change  Clause  4   or  our  consti- tution. Yet  the  debate 
strengthened  our  party  and 
we  now  have  a   statement  of aims  and  values  which  says 

what  we  are  in  terms  which 
the  Tory  lie  machine  cannot 

easily  misrepresent.”  Mr Cook  said. 

whinney,  on  the  "extremist" Liberal  Democrats.  "The whole  of  the  Conservative 
Party  is  united  in  not  wishing 

to  be  part  of  a   federal 
Europe,"  said  Dr  Mawhinney. 
Unlike  Mr  Clarke,  he refused  to  rule  out  explicitly  a 

pre-election  change  in  the 
Government’s  neither  in  nor 
out.  wait-and-see  stance  on 
the  currency.  But  he  insisted 

at  a   Central  Office  news  con- ference: "The  position  of  the Government  Is  absolutely 
clear.  It  is  set  out  for  all  to 

see." 

Since  Lady  Thatcher.  John Redwood,  and  (privately) 

some  ministers  want  Mr 

Major  to  state  that  Britain will  not  join  the  currency  in 
the  1997-2002  parliament,  the 

idea  of  splitting  the  difference has  superficial  appeal. 
It  would  mean  saying  a 

Major  cabinet  would  stay  out 
of  the  "first  wave"  planned  by 
France  and  Germany  for  1999, 
while  keeping  open  the 

chance  to  join  before  2002.  But 
Major  loyalists  argue  that  it 
would  resolve  none  of  the hard  choices  and  merely 

strengthen  the  Euro-sceptic 

wing. 

In  a   speech  last  night,  Sir 
Edward,  who  took  Britain 
into  Europe  in  1973.  argued 
that  European  matters  should 
be  debated  in  international 

terms,  not  used  as  a   domestic 
football  He  was  critical  of  the 

midweek  warning  by  the  For- eign Secretary,  Malcolm 
Rifkind.  that  a   rush  to  a 
single  currency  could  deeply 

divide  Europe.  Mr  Redwood 
welcomed  the  speech,  and 
challenged  Europe  to  tackle 

the  real  crisis  —   "mass 

unemployment" 
Motions  for  next  month's Tory  conference  support  a 

referendum  on  the  issue,  to 

Dr  Mawhinney's  relief. Alex  Carffle,  page  9 

Mawhinney 
makes  play 

for  ‘soft’  Lib 
Dem  support 

Michael  White 

THE  Liberal  Democrats 

were  last  night  fighting  off 
a   Conservative  drive  to  paint 

Paddy  Ashdown's  party  as  a "radical  leftwing”  organisa- 
tion whose  increasingly  ex- 

treme policies  have  confused voters. 

Armed  with  an  opinion 

poll  Brian  Mawhinney,  the 

Tory  party  chairman,  de- nounced the  Lib  Dems  as  not 
so  much  "woolly”  as  danger- 

ous. He  said  the  Lib  Dem  sup- 
porters would  “come  home  to 

the  Conservatives"  when  they understood  its  policies. 

Tory  officials  last  night 
brandished  an  Internal  memo 
from  the  Conservative 
Research  Department  (CRD) 

which  claimed  that  Mr  Ash- 
down’s leftward  drift  —   in- 
cluding his  abandonment  of 

so-called  “equidistance"  be- 
tween his  larger  rivals  —   had made  the  Lib  Dems vulnerable. 

They  would  be  "an  impor- tant source  of  new  votes  at 

the  next  election”,  predicted 

Danny  Finkelstein,  CRD  di- rector. He  cited  Lib  Dem  sup- 
port for  a   United  States  of Europe  as  a   potent  target 

Support  for  “fringe  policies” like  the  legalisation  of  canna- bis —   not  Lib  Dem  policy  — 

will  also  be  exploited,  as  will 

apparent  voter  confusion  over 
the  party's  famous  "lp  on  in- come tax"  pledge  to  help  edu- 

cation. Many  voters  think  it 
means  literally  lp  —   not  lp  In 

the  pound,  Tories  claim. The  findings  of  the  1CM  poll 

suggested  that  only  one  in five  of  those  who  say  they  will 
vote  for  the  Lib  Dems  can  be 
counted  as  firm  supporters. 

But  the  Liberal  Democrat 
MP  Alex  Carlile  said  the  very 

fart  that  the  Tories  had  com- missioned the  poll  showed 

they  were  "running  scared”. 

Devolution  vote  defended 

DOUG  Henderson. 

Labour's  spokesman  on 

constitutional  issues,  will  de- 

fend the  party's  decision  to 
seek  endorsement  of  a   Scot- 

tish parliament  through  a   ref- 
erendum in  a   Guardian  Char- ter 88  debate  in  Edinburgh 

tonight. 
He  will  be  opposed  by  Jim 

Wallace,  leader  of  the  Scottish 

Liberal  Democrats,  who  have 
threatened  to  vote  against  a 
referendum  bill.  The  main 
speakers  will  be  joined  by 
Phil  Gallie,  Tory  MP  for  Ayr. 
and  the  SNP*s  Fiona  Hyslop 

for  a   panel  discussion. Admission  to  the  debate, 
which  begins  at  7.30pm  in 
Edinburgh  City  Chambers, 
costs  £5  (£3  concessions). 
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Above’  rightf  the^wom^T1  leave  th/^jrLon.  shackled  We  go  to  work  so  we  don’t  get  fat, 

ri^?compo^SIby^her^ng^s°nnoHic^j le^er1^11^ son^'  Wear  orange  suits  and  orange  hats, 

Big  wide  belts  and  shiny  boots. 

People  say  that  we  look  cute. 

Women  put  to  work  in  US  chain  gang 
Chris  Reed 

in  Phoenix,  Arizona 

AMERICA'S  latest 
inno

vati
on  

in 

penal
  

servit
ude 

clanke
d  

out  of  a 
Phoen

ix  
jail  at 

dawn 
 
yester

day:  
15  women

 

shackle
d  

togethe
r  

In  the  coun- 

try’s first  female 
 
chain  gang. 

“It’s  equal  opportunity  in- 
carceration," declared  Sheriff 

Joe  Arpaio.  who  proudly  calls 

himself  America's  toughest law  officer. 
As  civil  rights  activists 

held  a   demonstration  nearby, 

he  barked:  "Forget  all  that stuff  about  rehabilitation.  Tm 

not  an  educator,  I'm  not  a 
social  worker.  I'm  a   cop." The  women  weed  and  pick 
up  rubbisb  in  the  city  streets. 
They  work  eight  hours  a   day. 
seven  days  a   week  for  30  days 

to  win  release  from  “lock 
down",  where  four  inmates 
share  an  Off  by  10ft  cell. 
The  women  seem  recon- 

ciled. almost  cheerful.  Several 

had  bought  new  lipstick  for 
the  television  cameras.  They 
emerged  chanting  a   marching 
song  that  was  more  ironic 
than  mournful: 

We  go  to  work  so  ice  don  "t 
getfat. 

Wear  orange  suits  and  or- 
angehats. 

Big  wide  belts  and  shiny boots. 

People  say  that  we  look 
cute. 
The  composer  and  unoffi- 

cial leader  of  the  gang.  Prin- 
cess Richardson,  aged  42. 

said:  “I  don’t  know  whether 
it’s  inhumane.  We  knew 
about  this  when  we  got  jail  — 
everyone  knows  about  Sheriff 
Joe.  They  have  to  keep  us  in 
chains  for  security,  and  I   ac- 

cept that." 

Richardson,  like  the  others, 
is  serving  a   maximum  of  one 
year,  and  was  originally  sen- 

tenced for  shooting  at  her 
abusive  husband  (she 

mi.ssed).  then  for  violating  pa- 
role. Unrepentant,  she  vows: 

‘Til  get  him  next  time." 
The  women's  crimes  range 

from  drug  offences  and  prosti- tution to  armed  robbery. 
Dana  Stanley,  aged  28.  a 

prostitute,  was  the  only  one  to 
condemn  the  chain  as  the 

women  spoke  freely  to  jour- 
nalists  while  Mr  Arpaio 

looked  on.  “Putting  women 
on  a   chain  gang  is  wrong.  Fm 

only  doing  it  so  I   can  get  back 
into  the  main  jail.  I   was  put  in 
lock  down  Just  for  talking  to 

the  men,  which  is  prohibited, 

but  then  I   don’t  think  prosti- 
tution should  be  a   crime  any- 

way,” she  said. 
Mr  Arpaio  claims  that 

chain  gangs,  first  instituted 
in  America  in  the  17th  cen- 

tury, are  legally  permissible 
and  violate  no  civil  rights,  be- 

cause each  inmate  “volun- teers". But  the  alternative  is 
to  spend  23  hours  a   day 

locked  in  the  tiny  cells. 
Arizona  prisons,  like  many 

in  the  United  States,  are  badly 

overcrowded.  Mr  Arpaio ’s  so- lution was  to  house  hundreds 

of  his  6,000  prisoners  in  old 
army  tents,  where  they  suffer 

summer  temperatures  of  al- most 50C.  He  banned  coffee 
and  tobacco,  replaced  bot 
meals  with  sandwiches, 

stopped  showing  films,  and 

limited  television  to  one  set 

for  900  inmates.  He  is  predict- 
ably unpopular  inside  the prison,  but  outside  gets  80  per 

cent  public  approval 
“Prison  is  punishment  so 

let’s  punish.”  he  declared. 
Since  he  was  elected  to  rim 

law  and  order  for  Maricopa 

County's  2.5  million  residents 
in  1992.  he  has  broken  new 
boundaries  in  unforgiving 

Florida  shows  mercy  to  grandfather  who  spent  44  years  on  run 

EDDIE  BROWN  ran  away 
from  a   Florida  chain 

gang  44  years  ago,  afraid for  his  life. 

Now  at  the  age  of  64.  with 
27  grandchildren,  he  can 
stop  looking  over  his 
shoulder.  Florida  no  longer 
wants  him  back  in  prison. 

Justice  Abraham  Gerges 
of  Brooklyn  supreme  court 
is  expected  to  dismiss  the 
case  against  him. 

“I  feel.  Lord  have  mercy, 
what  a   harden  off  my  back. 

It’s  just  tremendous  to  be 
free."  said  Mr  Brown. 

Scott  Buell,  his  lawyer, 

proclaimed:  “It’s  a   great 

day  for  justice.'’ 

Mr  Brown  fled  a   chain 

gang  in  Zephyr  hills  after 
serving  six  months  of  a 
five-year  sentence  for  rob- 

bing a   Miami  shop  of  S120 
(£80)  in  1952.  He  is  black, 
and  said  he  ran  away  be- 

cause a   white  guard  had 
threatened  him  and  he 
feared  he  would  be  killed. 

Making  his  way  to  New 
York  five  years  later,  be 

took  jobs  that  did  not 
require  background 
checks,  like  scrubbing 
floors  and  shining  shoes. 

While  living  in  Brooklyn 
last  year,  his  past  caught 
up  with  him.  After  a   minor 

traffic  accident  ‘   police checked  his  licence,  found  a 
warrant  for  the  robbery 
and  arrested  him.  Florida 
issued  an  extradition 
order,  but  agreed  last  week 

to  stop  the  proceedings. "Somewhere  along  the 

way,  common  sense  must 
prevail,-  said  Dexter  Doug- 

lass, the  Florida  governor's 
general  counsel. Mr  Brown,  who  suffers 
from  high  blood  pressure, 
diabetes  and  heart  trouble, 

feared  prison  would  kill 
him.  “I  just  told  my  wife,  ‘If 
I   have  to  go  back,  make 
sure  the  insurance  is  all 

paid  up.’  I   told  her  to  come 

pick  up  my  body.”  —   AP. 

penal  enforcement,  while 

gaining  mostly  favourable 

publicity. His  predecessors  did  not  do well:  one  extracted  four  false 
confessions  in  a   multiple 
murder  case:  another  fiddled 

expenses  on  a   trip  to  New 
Mexico  to  marry  his  ninth wife. 

Mr  Arpaio  had  little  to  lose. 
After  putting  his  prisoners  in 
tents,  his  next  act  was  to  form 

a   posse  of  2.200  volunteers. 
300  of  them  armed.  C-ivil 
rights  activists  feared  this 
bourgeois  band  of  lawyers, 
business  people  and  corpu- 

lent retirees  —   with  mini- 
mum training  in  handling 

weapons  or  outlaws  —   would cause  a   terrible  accident  or 
wrongful  killing.  But  the 
sheriffs  luck  has  held. 

One  posse  member  was  in- dicted on  23  counts  of  prop- 
erty fraud  in  June,  but  as  he 

was  the  Republican  state  gov- ernor. Fife  Symington,  and 
the  alleged  offences  happened 
before  Arpiao-power,  the 
sheriff  could  hardly  be 

blamed.  Mr  Symington  has 

turned  in  his  six-shooter  mid resigned  from  the  posse  (but 

not  the  governorship).-  ..... The  sheriff  introduced 

chain  gangs  last  year  for  mwy following  such  models  of 

penal  enlightenment  as  Alar 
bam  a,  Mississippi,,  and  Ten- 

nessee. although  they  have 

modified  or  abandoned  their 

programmes. 

But  the  final  indictment 

should  be  that  the  Arpiao'  ap- proach to  recidivism  has  not 
worked.  No  evidence  has 

emerged  that  criminals  have 

reformed  to  avoid  ."Tent 
City".  Crime  figures  in  Ari- zona —   excluding  those 

which  are  drug-related  — mirror  similar  states. 

But  few  complain.  The  sher- 
iff produces  great  publicity. 

On  Tuesday  the  Republican 
presidential  candidate;  Bob; 

Dole,  dropped  by  to  announce' 
that  file  sheriff's  experiment 
amounted  to  “my  kind  of 

jail". 

The  sheriffs  popularity 

rose  yet  another  point 
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Why  Clinton  could  lose  by  winning 
in  the  parallel  race  for  Congress 

Martin  WaKer 
in  Washington 
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BILL  CLINTON  is  so  far 
ahead  in  the  presiden- tial race  that  the  focus 

is  shifting  to  the  Democratic 
Party's  chances  of  regaining 
control  of  Congress,  which 
they  lost  two  years  ago  to 
Newt  Gingrich's  surging 

Republican  revolution. 
The  retreat  of  that  Republi- 

can tide,  bringing  a   Demo- 
cratic Congress,  could  revi- 
talise Mr  Clinton's  aborted 

agenda  of  domestic  reforms  — 
from  health  care  to  college 

grants  and  job  training  pro- 
grammes. But  it  could  also 

pave  the  way  for  a   divisive 
battle  for  the  Clinton  inheri- 

tance in  the  contest  for  the 
Democratic  presidential 
nomination  in  2000. 

On  one  side  stands  Mr  Clin- 
ton’s centrist  “New  Demo- 
crat" project,  based  in  the 

dominant  new  political  geog- 

raphy of  the  middle-class  sub- urbs. and  represented  by 
Vice-President  A1  Gore.  On 
the  other  is  the  traditional 
Democratic  Party  of  trade 
protection,  labour  unions,  the 
urban  base  and  the  New  Deal, 

represented  by  the  congres- 
sional leader,  Dick  Gephardt 

Mr  Clinton  may  lose  by 

winning.  The  stronger  the 
Democratic  majority  In  Con- 

gress. the  better  the  chances 
of  Mr  Gephardt  and  the  liber- 

als —   still  suspicious  of  the 

president's  readiness  to  com- 
promise with  the  Republicans 

on  halanning  the  budget  ami 
welfare  reform  —   taking  the 

party  back  to  its  roots. There  Is  much  at  stake  in 
the  435  House  and  33  Senate 
races  this  November.  The  ma- 

jority party  in  each  chamber 
wins  the  crucial  chairman- 

ship and  the  majority  of  seats 
on  all  the  committees.  It 
selects  the  House  Speaker  and 
Senate  majority  leader,  who 
have  almost  complete  control 
of  the  legislative  agenda. 

The  newly  popular  "generic 
poll"  by  Gallup,  which  asks 
how  people  will  vote  in  the 
congressional  race,  shows  the 
Democrats  ahead  52-42.  This 
margin  has  held  steady  since 

A   shaken  but  unhurt  Bob  Dole,  who  fell  4ft  when  leaning  against  a   dummy  railing  on  i Platform  in  Chico.  California.  A   photographer  broke  the  fall  of  the  Repnhlicw 
candidate,  who  joked  he  had  "won  a   third  Purple  Heart’’  and  "at  least  I   fell  Into  goo company  when  he  resumed  his  attack  on  "Hollywood  values"  PHCfTOGHAPH:RiCK  WUO# 

last  month's  Democratic  con- vention in  Chicago. 
The  Democrats  need  to  win 

19  seats  in  the  House  of  Repre- sentatives and  three  in  the 

Senate  to  recover  their  major- 
ity, and  are  counting  on  Mr 

Clinton's  coat-tails  to  carry 
them  to  the  target.  Although 
many  Democrats  distanced 
themselves  from  the  presi- 

dent two  years  ago.  when  he 
was  at  his  political  nadir, 

they  are  clamouring  for  him 
to  campaign  in  their  districts. 

But  the  Republicans  are  sig- 
nificantly ahead  in  fund-rais- ing. The  national  Republican 

campaign  committee  raised *63  million  (£40  million)  in 
the  first  half  of  this  year  — 
three  times  more  than  its 
Democratic  equivalent  They 
also  have  the  ostensible  ad- 

vantage of  incumbency,  al- 
though many  of  their  73  fresh- men —   who  won  their  their 

seats  two  years  ago  —   are  sit- 
ting on  perilously  small 

majorities. 

The  last  two  occasions  the 
Republicans  recaptured  the 

House,  in  1946  and  1952,  they 
lost  control  two  years  later   
a   pattern  the  Democrats  are convinced  they  can  repeat. 

But  the  long-term  trend  of 
the  south  and  west  becoming 
ever  more  solidly  conserva- tive favours  the  Republicans, 
as  another  wave  of  20  veteran Democrats  retire.  In  Texas 
alone,  the  Republicans  have  a strong  chance  of  picking  up 
six  seats  from  retiring 
Democrats. 

Given  such  losses,  the  Dem- 
ocrats will  have  to  win  at  last 

30  seats  to  be  sure  of  even  a 
razor-thin  majority  in  the 
House.  In  the  Senate,  where 
they  are  in  danger  of  losing 
the  Massachusetts  seat  of  the 
low-key  John  Kerry  to  the 
popular  liberal  Republican 
governor  William  Weld,  the 

task  may  be  even  harder. The  Democrats  will  have  to 

fight  hard  to  retain  the  seats 
vacated  by  the  retiring  sena- tors Sam  Nunn  In  Georgia 

and  Bill  Bradley  In  New  Jer- 
sey. They  look  likely  to  lose 

the  Alabama  seat  of  the  retir- 

ing Howell  Heflin  and  David. Pryor’s  seat  in  Arkansas, 
where  the  Democratic  Party 
has  been  demoralised  by  The 

conviction  for  fraud  of  Gover- 
nor Jim  Guy  Tucker.  •   . 

But  the  Republicans  could have  trouble  holding  the  seals 
of  the  venerable  rightwing 
Senator  Strom  Thurmond, 
aged  96,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Senator  Jesse  Helms, 

aged  75,  of  North  Carolina. The  Democrats  also  have  a 
strong  chance  of  winning 
Republican  Senate  seats  in 
New  Hampshire  and 

Wyoming. 

The  Republicans  are retreating  fast  from  any 

association  with  Mr  Ging- 
rich's now-discredited  Con- 

tract with  America,  which 
helped  them  win  two  years 
ago.  But  they  are  likely  to 
retain  enough  seats  to  at  least 

slow  any  ambitious  Demo- cratic legislative  agenda, 
while  the  Democrats  launch an  internal  battle  for  the Clinton  succession. 



The  Guardian  Friday  September  20 1996 

A   new  film  looks  set  to  reignite  the  battle  of  the  sexes,  writes  Ian  Katz  in  New  York 

Screen  revenge  for  scorned  wives 

WORLD  NEWS  7 

AMERICAN  men  are 
braced  for  a   bruis- 

ing new  round  in  the 
battle  of  the  sexes  as 

a   film  about  abandoned 

first  wives  arrives  in  cine- 
mas today. 

Billed  as  a   revenge  Hick 
for  mistreated  middle-aged 
women,  First  Wives  Club  is 
the  story  of  three  friends 
wbo  set  out  to  exact 
revenge  on  the  wealthy 
husbands  who  left  them  for 
younger  women. 

It  has  become  a   favourite 
subject  of  discussion  at 
Manhattan  dinner  parties, 
where  details  of  New 
York's  most  expensive  di- 

vorces are  followed  as 
closely  as  the  latest  fash- 

ions from  Paris  or  Milan. 
Bollywood  executives 

hope  First  Wives  Club  will 
replicate  the  box-office  suc- 

cess of  Waiting  to  Exhale, 
which  touched  a   nerve  with 
millions  of  black  women. 
Wealthy  divorcees  who 

have  seen  the  film 
women-only  screenings 
held  by  the  New  York 
Times  have  been  deli 

by  its  “don't  get  mai 
even"  message. 
“This  will  empower 

women.’'  said  Angela  Rich, 
the  ex-wife  of  Hollywood 
producer  Lee  Rich. 
Based  on  the  best-selling 

1992  novel  by  Olivia  Gold- 
smith, First  Wives  Club 

stars  Diane  Keaton,  Goldie 
Hawn  and  Bette  Midler  as 
Annie,  Elise  and  Brenda, 
college  classmates  who 
band  together  after  each  is 
abandoned  by  her  success- 

ful husband. 
Hawn's  character  is  an 

ageing  Hollywood  star  who 
helps  her  husband  become 
a   powerful  producer,  only 
to  lose  hhn  to  a   young 
bimbo  played  by  Elizabeth 
Berkley. 
Midler  plays  a   cash- 

strapped  wise-cracker,  and 
Keaton  an  insecure  self- 
help  enthusiast. 
Together  they  hatch  Oper- 

ation Hell’s  Fury,  a   scheme 
to  get  even  with  their  ex- husbands.  and  then 
relaunch  their  own  lives. 

Midler  says  the  film*6 
message  is  "about  people 
being  valuable  even  if 
they're  older;  that  people 
get  older  and  maybe  don’t look  the  same  but  they 
shouldn't  be  thrown  away, 
because  they  have  value". Several  divorcees  who 
have  seen  the  film  say  it 
captures  the  feelings  of 
worthlessness,  anger  and 
betrayal  they  experienced. 

Don't  get  mad,  get  even . . . 
Bette  Midler  (right).  Goldie 
Hawn  (above,  top)  and 
Diane  Keaton  (above)  star 

in  First  Wives  Club,  ‘a 
revenge  flick  for  mistreated 

middle-aged  women',  which 
opens  in  New  York  today 

"It's  all  about  me,"  said 
Susan  Wexler.  whose  first 
husband  married  a   woman 
10  years  younger  than  her. 
“My  reaction  was,  what 
can  I   do  to  make  myself 

look  young  again?" The  film  has  received  an 
endorsement  from  New 
York’s  most  visible  first 
wife.  Ivana  Trump.  “I  iden- 

tify because  it  happened  to 
me,"  said  the  Czech-born 
former  Olympic  skier  who 
was  married  to  the  prop- 

erty developer  Donald  , 
Trump  for  14  years. 

In  the  high-profile  di- 

vorces, the  man,  of  course, 
tries  to  get  ont  of  it  as  easy 
as  possible  and  he  will  use 
any  weapon  he  can.  Now  I 

say  yon  don't  need  necessar- 
ily to  bring  your  husband's wallet  to  the  dry-cleaner  — 

hot  get  at  least  half.  Get 

what  you  deserve." Raoul  Felder,  a   New  York 
divorce  lawyer,  expects  the 
film  to  create  a   surge  of 

sympathy  for  abandoned 
first  wives.  “The  ultimate 
victims  are  going  to  be  the 

ex  first  husbands.” He  said  the  behaviour  of 
first  wives  after  divorce 

typically  fits  into  one  of 
two  patterns.  “There  are 
first  wives  who  are  destruc- 

tive inwardly  and  never  get 
on  with  their  own  lives, 
and  there  are  women  who 
are  destructive  outwardly, 

who  are  determined  to  dis- 
rupt the  lives  of  their  ex- 

husband  by  bringing  con- 
stant legal  proceedings  and 

using  children  as  spies." The  film’s  liberating  mes- 
sage is  underlined  by 

cameo  performances  by 
feminists  such  as  Gloria 
Stelnem  and  Bella  Abzug. 
Although  the  husbands  in 

the  film,  played  by  Stephen 
Collins,  Victor  Garber  and 
Dan  Hedaya,  are  portrayed 
as  selfish,  superficial  and 
callous,  Hawn  insists  the 

film  is  not  anti-men. "It's  about  a   cross-section 

of  society,  but  it’s  certainly no  blanket  statement  abont 

men.  I   love  men." 
All  three  lead  actresses  in 

First  Wives  Club  are  over 
50.  Asked  if  he  had  been 

pressed  to  cast  younger  ac- 
tresses, the  producer,  Scott 

Rudin,  said  he  had  aot- “That’s  the  Second  Wives 

Club." 
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News  in  brief 

Mengele  drugs 
inquiry  opens 
The  Spanish  government  said 
yesterday  that  it  had  ordered 
Judge  Baltasar  Gazon  to  in- 

vestigate allegations  that  in- 
telligence agents  experi- 

mented on  vagrants  with 

drugs  in  the  so-called  Opera- tion Mengele. 
The  daily  El  Mundo.  quot- 

ing files  and  agents  of  the  mil- 
itary intelligence  agency  Ce- 

sid.  reported  that  agents  had 
kidnapped  three  vagrants, 
one  of  whom  died,  to  test  an- 

aesthetics meant  for  use 

against  Basque  separatist 

guerrillas.  —   Reuter. 
Turkish  aid  freeze 

The  European  Parliament 

yesterday  demanded  an  im- mediate freeze  of  European 
Union  aid  to  Turkey,  worth 
hundreds  of  millions  of 

pounds.  —   Reuter. 

Losing  control 
A   Swissair  pilot  passed  out  at 
the  controls  of  a   jumbo  jet, 

forcing  the  plane  to  make  an 

emergency  landing  in  Hel- 
sinki. —   Reuter. 

Settl  ers  advance 
Jewish  settlers  briefly  occu- 

pied an  East  Jerusalem  house 
yesterday  which  they  said 
they  had  bought  from  its  Arab 

owners,  igniting  fresh  vio- lence. Guards  hired  by  the 
Ate  ret  Cohanim  settlement 

group  broke  into  the  house  at 
dawn.  —   Reuter. 

Legless  ‘robber1 A   legless  man  in  a   wheelchair 
tried  to  rob  a   bank  in  Frank- 

furt armed  with  a   stick.  He 

is  overwhelmed  by  custom- 
ers after  assaulting  a   wom- 

an. —   Reuter. 

Panda  zones 
China  is  to  set  up  19  more 

panda  protection  zones  as 
part  of  a   drive  to  save  the  en- 

dangered species  from  extinc- tion. —   Reuter. 

General  accused 
China’s  authorities  have 

blocked  the  promotion  of  Gen- 
eral Qu  Cong,  after  he  was 

accused  of  sexual  harassment 

by  a   woman  soldier,  Chinese 
sources  said. — Reuter. 

Space  link-up The  American  astronaut 
Shannon  Lucid  threw  her 

arms  around  colleagues  arriv- 

ing in  the  space  shuttle  Atlan- 
tis yesterday  to  end  her  six months  in  the  Russian  space 

station  Mir  —   AP 
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Party  before  country 
Major  cannot  rule  with  the  Tories  under  siege 

INSIDE  the  space  of  a   week,  the  two 

great  political  questions  of  our  time 
have  been  laid  starkly  before  us  yet 

again  The  first  is  whether  the  Labour 

Party  wants  power  enough  to  accept 

Tony  Blair’s  root-and-branch  rewTiting 
of  its  aims  and  values:  the  answer  to 

that  is  “Yes.  at  least  for  the  moment*'. The  second,  which  exploded  with 

renewed  force  yesterday,  is  whether  the 

Conservative  Party  can  achieve  a   suffi- 
cient consensus  on  Europe  to  give  it  a 

chance  of  deserving  to  govern  once 

again.  The  answer  to  that  one,  on  yes- 

terday's evidence,  is  "Not  yet”. The  idea  that  there  has  been,  is.  or 

could  be  a   Conservative  truce  on 

Europe  is  fanciful.  It  would  certainly  be 
desirable  from  a   national  point  of  view, 
but  there  is  not  the  slightest  sign  of  it 

For  one  thing,  outside  events  —   like  the 
timetable  of  European  summits  and  the 
shameless.  EMU-motivated  fiddling  of 
the  figures  in  the  French  Budget  this 
week  _   constantly  work  against  any 
such  aim.  For  another,  this  is  a   party  in 
disequilibrium,  which  cannot  simply 
decree  itself  to  be  at  peace,  however 
much  it  might  wish  it.  The  political 
calendar  —   the  party  conference,  the 

election,  the  leadership  question  —   con- 
stantly dictates  the  renewed  taking  of 

positions. 
Malcolm  Rifkind  didn't  have  to  make 

a   speech  which  has  been  widely  as- 
serted to  be  against  the  single  currency 

this  week.  But  he  did  it  because  he  is 
thinking  about  the  leadership  if  and 
when  John  Major  goes.  The  six  pro- 

European  Tory  grandees  didn't  have  to 
take  their  stand  against  any  rejection  of 
the  single  currency  this  week.  But  they 
did  so  because  they  know  what  the 
Europhobes  have  got  planned  for  the 
party  conference  —   where  they  aim  to 
bounce  the  party  into  an  earlier  refer- 

endum than  the  Government  wants,  or 
even  Into  outright  rejection.  Even  the 
Europhobes  could  have  kept  quiet  this 

week  too,  except  for  the  fact  that  they 

are  bent  on  victory*  at  Bournemouth 
and  on  capturing  the  party  from  Mr 
Major  within  the  next  12  months. 
Above  all,  the  Government  did  not 

have  to  stir  events  over  Europe  this 
week.  Yet  it  did  so,  especially  over  beef, 

because  Mr  Major  recognises  the  im- 
possibility of  standing  still,  whether  on 

the  BSE  or  EMU.  BSE.  you  and  he  may 

have  thought,  had  been  settled  at  Flor- 
ence. But  nothing  can  be  settled  where 

the  European  question  is  concerned 

because  the  Europhobes  are  not  inter- 
ested in  settlements.  They  want  a   beef 

war  as  well  as  their  demands  on  the 

single  currency.  So  Mr  Major  and  Doug- 
las Hogg  have  reopened  the  deal  they 

struck  at  Florence,  in  another  vain 
hope  that  by  throwing  scraps  to  the 

pursuing  dogs,  the  pack  will  lose  its 
appetite.  Unfortunately  for  Mr  Major, 
this  appeasement  only  encourages  the 
Europhobes  to  up  their  demands. 

This  is  the  context  in  which  the 
massively  belated  heavyweight 
counter-attack  on  behalf  of  the  Cabinet 
from  the  Grandee  Six,  as  well  as  Sir 

Edward  Heath's  fresh  blast  last  night 
have  to  be  seen.  If  Douglas  Hurd  means 
what  he  said  at  lunchtime  yesterday, 

that  the  Tory  pro-Europeans  “are  no 
longer  going  to  shut  up”  then  this  is 
going  to  be  a   stormy  autumn. 

But  what  is  the  alternative?  The  Con- 
servatives are  in  a   continuing  state  of 

internal  siege.  The  pro-Europeans,  and 
even  the  Euro-pragmatists,  can  no 
longer  pretend  that  masterly  inactivity 
will  guarantee  that  Britain  stays  in  the 
fast  changing  European  arena.  From 
their  point  of  view,  internal  party  con- 

flict is  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  The 

tragedy  for  the  rest  of  us  is  that,  all  the 
while,  whether  over  beef  or  the  cur- 

rency. this  country's  European  policy and  influence  are  daily  being  sacrificed 

on  the  altar  of  John  Major's  attempts  to manage  his  destabilised  party. 

Claiming  the  high  moral  ground 
Whatever  politicians  contrive,  it's  never  the  Donne  thing 

IT  IS  ENCOURAGING  to  discover  that 
John  Major  wants  to  Oght  the  next 
election  on  the  high  moral  ground.  It 
would  be  even  more  encouraging  were 
there  any  general  agreement  about 
where  this  ground  is  to  be  found.  This 
isTTiot  somewhere  like  Lithuania  or 
Leatherhead,  where  locations  and 

boundaries  are  plotted  in  all  respect- 
able maps.  The  high  moral  ground  as 

defined  by  politicians,  unhappily,  tends 
to  mean  little  more  than  the  ground 
they  find  it  convenient  to  occupy. 

On  John  Major’s  definition,  the  heart 
of  the  high  moral  ground  is  individuals' 
freedom  to  do  as  they  choose.  So  cutting 
the  share  of  national  wealth  that  goes  to 
the  state  is  a   moral  action.  Cutting  the 
size  of  government  to  give  people  more 
scope  to  make  their  own  choices,  bring- 

ing down  taxes,  extending  deregulation 
—   all  these  cherished  Conservative 
tenets  belong,  by  happy  coincidence,  on 
the  high  moral  ground  too.  Others 
would  draw  their  maps  differently.  For 
them,  the  high  moral  ground  entails  a 
commitment  to  treating  all  sections  of 
our  society  equitably  and  decently, 
even  if  that  sometimes  implies  that  the 
prosperous  may  have  to  contribute 
more.  Take  the  lines  of  John  Donne: 
“No  man  is  an  island,  entire  of  it  self; 
every  man  is  a   piece  of  the  Continent,  a 
part  of  the  main;  if  a   clod  be  washed 
away  by  the  sea,  Europe  is  the  less,  as 
well  as  if  a   promontory  were,  as  well  as 
if  a   manor  of  thy  friends  or  thine  own 
were":  these,  for  them,  are  an  indis- pensable part  of  any  worthwhile  delin- 

eation of  the  high  moral  ground  —   not 
merely  the  pretty  conceit  of  a   long-dead 

poet 

Short  of  a   kind  of  Ordnance  Survey  of 
Ethics,  no  consensus  will  ever  exist  on 
the  whereabouts  of  this  territory.  So  if 
politicians  are  genuinely  eager  to  set  up 
camp  on  it,  they  might  usefully  start 
with  more  modest  and  practical  tests. 

They  might  for  example,  commit  them- 
selves not  knowingly  to  tell  lies  about 

their  opponents.  Tony  Blair  is  not  a 
devil  with  staring  red  eyes.  Michael 
Howard,  even  at  Tory  conferences,  is 
not  the  reincarnation  of  Judge  Jeffreys. 
Paddy  Ashdown  is  not  some  kind  of 
juvenile  anarchist  with  secret  designs 
on  the  monarchy  or  the  liberalisation  of 
banned  drugs.  There  are  even  things  to 
be  said  for  Dr  Brian  Mawhinney.  Let 
them  also  pledge  to  cost  their  oppo- 

nents’ promises  on  the  basis  of  arithme- 
tic which  commands  at  least  a   measure 

of  credibility  with  non-partisan  observ- 
ers. Let  them  promise  not  to  pretend 

through  the  coming  election  campaign 
that  issues  like  Europe  and  Northern 
Ireland  are  best  left  undiscussed  —   a 
pretence  they  maintained  throughout 
the  1992  campaign.  Let  them  turn  aside 
from  character  assassination,  and  con- 

demn it  when  it  occurs  in  newspapers 
which  support  them.  Should  they  make 
and  maintain  such  resolutions,  and 
others  like  them,  we  may  begin  to 
believe  that  their  dedication  to  the  high 
moral  ground  is  real,  and  not  just 
contrived  for  PR  purposes.  Otherwise: 
certainly  not 

Another  one  lost  to  the  SFO 
The  answer?  Specialist  tribunals  for  complex  cases 

WHICH  is  worse:  a   long,  drawn-out,  18- 
month  complex  fraud  trial  that  ex- 

hausts jury,  judge  and  the  criminal 
justice  process;  or  simpler,  shorter  and 
more  focused  prosecutions  requiring defendants  to  face  not  one  but  two 
successive  trials?  The  judiciary  made 
its  view  clear  after  a   marathon  fraud 
case  in  the  early  1990s  that  it  did  not 
want  a   repeat  performance.  Multiple 
charges  and  multiple  defendants  must 
be  avoided.  Accordingly,  the  prosecu- 

tion severed  and  chopped  up  the  Max- 
well indictments  into  two  separate  par- 
cels only  for  the  jury  to  reject  the  first 

in  January  and  the  judge  the  second 
yesterday.  In  the  words  of  Mr  Justice 
Buckley,  the  presiding  high  court 
judge,  the  trial  was  sending  out  the 
wrong  signal,  namely  that  “the  authori- 

ties have  not  accepted  the  verdict  of  a 

jury".  Faced,  as  he  saw  it,  with  "an 
affront  to  fair  play  and  decency",  jus- 

tice required  a   stay  to  the  proceedings. 

Once  more  the  Serious  Fraud  Office 

(SFO)  and  the  jury  system  is  under 
scrutiny.  Yet  the  arguments  which  led 
to  the  creation  of  the  SFO  still  stand. 
Only  the  naive  —   and  fraudsters  — 
could  want  the  work  handed  over  to  the 
criminal  prosecution  service.  Complex 
fraud  requires  specialist  teams.  City 
investigators  yesterday  were  speculat- 

ing about  the  resurrection  of  specialist 
juries.  But  returning  to  a   medieval 
institution  —   fishmongers  trying 
people  who  sold  bad  fish  —   is  not  a 
solution.  Remember,  it  was  the  judge 
who  threw  out  this  latest  prosecution. 
Moreover,  he  did  so  with  an  inappropri- 

ate reference  to  the  suffering  of  Kevin 
Maxwell’s  wife.  He  should  have  been 
more  circumspect.  If  the  plight  of  fam- 

ilies was  weighed,  few  suspects  would 
ever  go  to  triaL  The  SFO  was  set  up  by 
the  Roskill  committee,  which  also 
wanted  specialist  tribunals  instead  of 
juries.  In  reality,  Roskill  was  right 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Pension  scheming 
AVTD  Brin  die  (An  acid 
test  for  Labour. 
September  17)  is  quite 

right.  Pension  reform  is  now 
a   key  issue  for  Labour.  The 
thousands  of  pensioners  who 
marched  through  London  last 
weekend  were  not  on  their 
own.  There  were  many  more 
not-yet-pensioners  only  too 
well  aware  that  their  own 
retirement  could  find  them  in 
even  greater  difficulty. 

That  is  why  Paul  Flynn’s press  conference  was  packed, 
why  Barbara  Castle  and  Peter 
Townsend's  pamphlet  is  a 
best-seller,  and  why  Labour 
will  have  to  give  more  serious 
thought  to  the  issue  than  it 
has  so  far.  It  is  a   concern  not 

confined  to  today's  pension- 
ers but  tomorrow's  also. That's  a   lot  of  votes. 

David  Hughes. 

42  Langroyd  Road. 
London  SW17  7PL. 

1MMHATEVER  happened  to 

WVthe  bright  idea  pro- 
pounded by  the  Conservatives 

in  the  seventies  that  Sir  Keith 

Joseph's  reserve  pension 
scheme  should  be  fully 

funded  with  contributions  in- 
vested in  equities?  Like  a   me- 

teor in  the  political  firma- 
ment it  disappeared  out  of 

sight.  But  if  the  private  pen- sions industry  can  enjoy  all 
the  advantages  of  investment  | 

in  the  market  why  not  state  ; 

pensions?  The  privatised  util-  ' 
ities  would  afford  a   safe 
haven  for  contributions  from 

the  public  sector,  even  if  the Treasury  and  pension  funds  j 
were  hostile.  1 John  Borrows.  j 

50  Westmount  Road.  > 

London  SE9  1 JE.  j 

THE  reason  Labour  is  nor  j proposing  to  restore  the  j 

pensions.' earnings  link  is  be-  ■ 
cause  pensioners  themselves 
have  rejected  the  idea.  Three 
times  at  general  elections 
Labour  has  offered  to  restore 
the  indexing  of  pensions  and 
three  times,  as  your  Leader 

(September  13)  acknowledges, 
pensioners  have  voted  Tory  j 

by  a   large  majority.  ; Would  it  not  be  perverse  of  I 
Labour  to  repeat  die  offer  j 

when,  because  of  the  tax  im-  i 
plications,  the  price  would  be  | 

a   fifth  Tory  term0  It  is  not  the 
Labour  Party  that  has 
■   dircned"  pensioners  but 

rather  pensioners  who  have 
cut  themselves  adrift  by  vot- 

ing on  the  basis  of  habit rather  than  published  policy. 
Not  even  the  Guardian  can 
blame  Labour  for  that. Name  and  address  supplied. 

THE  party's  document  Se- 
curity in  Retirement  does 

not  say  that  Labour  would continue  the  Tory  policy  of 

price- indexing  die  basic  pen- 
sion. It  does  say  that  Labour 

"would  no:  reduce  this  com- 
mitment”. and  that  the  basic 

pension  "ts us:  piay  a   role”  in “enabling  pensioners  to  share 

fairiy  in  rising  national  pros- 
perity”. To  piay  such  a   role, 

the  basic  pension  would  obvi- 
ously ha-re  to  increase  faster 

than  prices. 
Vet  how  much  faster?  Secu- 

rity in  Retirement  leaves  that 
ro  be  decided  after  the  elec- 

tion. The  parry  should  have 
the  courage  to  say  sc*  now. 
Tony  Lynes. 
92  Grove  Park, 
London  SE5  SLE. 

New  “Labour” 

ON  Monday’s  Radio  4 
Today  programme.  Tony 

Blair  said  that  the  word 
"socialism”  was  no  longer  ap- 

propriate for  New  Labour.  On 
the  same  day  a   Christian 
Socialist  talking  on  Stop  the 
Week  said  that  Tony  Blair 
has  identified  himself  as  a 
Christian  Socialist.  Does  this 
mean  that  in  future  New 
Labour  will  be  known  as  the 
Christian  Party? 

fDr)  Dorothy  Rowe. 
40  Highbury  Grove. 
London  N5  2AG. 

WHY  doesn't  Kim  Howells suggest  humanely  phas- 

ing out  the  word  "Labour"  in bis  party's  name?  Quite clearly,  it  no  longer  has  any 
relevance  there  —   and  his 
party  would  then  be  free  to 
adopt  the  obvious  choice: 
New  Conservatives. 

(Dr)  R   F   Carter. 26  Stan  bridge  Road. 
London  SW15 1DX. 

"THE  offensive  word 
I   “Labour"  is  reminiscent  of 

cloth  caps,  whippets  and 
chips  in  newspaper  it  is, 
moreover,  in  the  context  of 

birth,  suggestive  of  pain  and 
discomfort  My  friend  Clive, 
who  drives  a   Volvo  and  is 
something  in  the  City,  says  he 
and  his  wife  could  never  vote 

for  a   party  of  that  name. 
Mr  Blair  should  just  call  his 

organisation  The  Party,  be- 

cause the  word  '■party”  inline- 

More  on  the  frantic  search  for 
a   little  peace  and  quiet 

diately  conveys  a   feel-good factor  and  suggests  nice 

things  like  seafood  restau- 
rants, white  wine  and  lobster, 

followed,  shortly  after,  by 
wobbly  jelly. 

John  Sheeran. 

3   Southfield  Rise. 
Cheltenham. 

HOW  about  "The  Every- 
thing to  all  People  Party"? Don  Newman. 

377  Coramonside  East. 
Mitcham.  Surrey  CR4 1HF. 

I’VE  thought  for  a   while  now 
that  there  was  something 

eerily  familiar  about  the  case 
of  T   Blair  and  the  quondam 

Labour  Party,  but  I   couldn't quite  place  it.  The  headline 
on  Martin  Kettle's  piece  on 
September  13  (He  regards  the 
party  he  leads  as  a   failure) 
reminded  me.  Of  course:  If 

the  Labour  Party  is  not  wor- 
thy of  Tony  Blair,  Tony  Blair 

win  have  to  elect  a   new  party. 
W   L   Webb. 94  Park  Hill, 

London  SW4  9PB. 

IN  its  quest  for  aids  to  forget- ting, Labour  should  con- 
sider calling  itself  “New Label".  As  a   brand  name. 

New  Label  Party  sounds  suffi 
ciently  like  ihe  old  product  to 
retain  traditional  consumers, 

while  suggesting  the  lo-cal 
and  iite  image  that  is  so 
essential  in  this  new  land  of lost  content. 
Patrick  Kiimersly. 
West  Weliow,  Romsey. 

Hants  S051  6BY. 

IF  Tony  Blair  is  a   Liberal 
(September  IS)  then  I   am  a 

doughnut. Phil  Rimmer. 
Chair,  Liberal  Party 

Policy  Committee. 2   Elmgreen  Close. 
Church  Street  North, 
London  E15  4BS. 
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acknowledge  those  not  used. 

Guerrilla  war  against  greens 

ANDREW  Rowell's  excel- 
lent article  (Armies  of  the 

right  Society,  September  18) 

paints  the  picture  of  the  resis- tance to  environmentalism  in 
a   fhr  more  honest  way  than 
other  commentators  who  are 

starting  to  notice  that  reac- tionaries are  wising  up. 

For  some  such  commenta- 
tors. environmentalism  is 

dead.  If  that’s  the  case,  why 
the  furore  amid  the  armed 

ranks  catalogued  by  Rowell? 
If  the  movement  has  failed. 
Just  why  are  so  many  right- 
wing  organisations,  from  gov- 

ernments to  multinationals, 
declaring  war  on  those  who 
would  dare  to  fetter  free trade? 

Aha!  A   global  conspiracy? 
Or  am  I   just  being  paranoid? 
There  is  not  so  much  a   grass- 

roots backlash  as  an  orches- 
trated attempt  by  reactionar- 

ies to  legitimise  what  it  is 
they  have  always  taken  for 
granted  —   their  previously 
untouchable  policies  of  irre- 

sponsible destruction. Green  activists  should  take 
heart  from  the  fact  that  they 

have  been  recognised.  If  not, 
why  would  the  forces  of  the 

right  operate  by  stealth, 
secret  funding  and  cartel- 
style  control  of  so-called 
"green  industry" 
committees? 
Anita  Roddick. 
Chief  executive. The  Body  Shop. 

Watersmead,  Littlehampton. 
West  Sussex  BN17  6LS 

Broad  canvas 

THE  point  of  our  new  first- 
floor  galleries  is  precisely 

to  show  more  portraits  than 

we  could  previously,  and  bet- 
ter (September  18).  In  partic- 

ular, we  have  brought  out  a 
great  number  of  portrait 
busts  from  storage,  and  have 
supplemented  the  paintings 
with  cases  to  show  drawings 

and  photographs.  Ruskin  is 
missing  partly  because  the 
greatest  portrait  of  Ruskin  by 
Millais  is  in  private  hands. 
Mrs  Gaskell  is  in  our  displays 

at  Bodelwyddan  Castle. 
Charles  Sanmarez  Smith. Director. 

National  Portrait  Gallery, 

St  Martin '5  Place. 
London  WC2H  OHE. 

A   good  sport 

YOU  merit  a   red  card  for claiming  that  the  Guard- 
ian is  poised  to  “blow  the whistle"  on  televising  sports 

events  (Home  news.  Septem- 
ber 17).  BBC  Television  has 

substantially  increased  its  in- vestment in  sports  coverage  in 
the  last  two  years.  This  has 
led  to  the  renewal  of  several 
long-term  contracts  from  the 

Olympics.  Open  champion- ship and  Grand  National  to 
the  World  Athletics  Champi- 

onships, the  Football  World 
Cup  and  Commonwealth Games  In  1998  and  Euro  3000. 

This  makes  plain  that  the 
BBC  will  remain  a   major 
player  in  televised  sport  into the  next  century.  Yes.  the  cost 
of  sports  rights  is  escalating and  there  are  tough  decisions to  make  on  delivering  value 
for  money  to  viewers  on  a   flat 
licence-fee  income.  But  the 
quality  and  appeal  of  BBC sports  coverage  remain 
hugely  valued  by  the  British 
public  and  by  most  sports bodies  and  administrators. 

Will  Wyatt. Chief  Executive.  Broadcast. 
BBC,  Television  Centre. Wood  Lane.  London  Wn  7RJ. 

RESPONSES  to  the  admira- 
ble review  by  Henry  Por- 

ter of  growing  pressures  on 
the  countryside  (Crowded 

out.  September  16)  fail  to  rec 
ognise  that  its  future  health  Is 
intimately  related  to  that  of 
our  towns  and  cities. 
What  we  have  seen  over 

recent  years  is  the  continued 
loss  of  countryside  to  urban 
development  —   over  11,000 

hectares  each  year  —   and  ris- ing traffic  levels  as  people 

and  jobs  move  out  of  urban 
areas.  To  tackle  these  pres- 

sures we  need  to  improve  the 

quality  of  our  towns  and 
cities  by  encouraging  invest- 

ment and  redevelopment  at 

the  same  time  as  safeguard- 
ing the  countryside.  This 

should  not  mean  town  cram- ming. Large  areas  of  derelict 
and  underused  land  and 

buildings  exist  in  many  ur- ban areas  and  we  can  get 
much  more  out  of  the  housing 
that  has  already  been  built 

Yet  we  will  achieve  little  if 
we  continue  to  plan  on  the 
basis  of  an  extrapolation  of 

past,  unsustainable  trends. 
New  planning  which  seeks  to 
change  these  trends  through 

better  protection  for  green- 

field sites  and  positive  invest- ment in  our  urban  areas  is 
vital  for  the  health  of  both 
town  and  country. 

Neil  Sinden. Assistant  Secretary. 

Council  for  the  Protection 
of  Rural  England. Warwick  House, 

25  Buckingham  Palace  Road 
London  SW1VY  0PP. 

INCREASINGLY  pernicious 

I   is  the  noise  from  light  air- 
craft, because  these  can  dump 

their  pollution  where  so  far 
the  ordinary  polluter  cannot 
reach.  This  summer  —   from 

places  as  fhr  apart  as  the 
Quantocks,  the  Northern 
Highlands,  the  Cots  wolds,  the 

little  town  of  Dorchester-On- 
Thames  —   people  have  suf- 

fered their  incessant  buzz  like 
that  of  some  unswattable  fly. 

If  working-class  youths  on 
motor-bikes  contaminated 

neighbourhoods  like  these, 
the  police  would  soon  see them  off.  Yet  these  yuppy  joy- 

riders of  the  sky  contaminate 
the  rural  tranquility  of  thou- sands below  without  any  kind 
of  legislation  to  stop  them. 
C   V   Jones. 
27  Weymouth  Court. Grange  Road 

Sutton,  Surrey  SMS  6SH. 

HENRY  Porter's  plea  to 
revalue  the  countryside 

was  read  to  the  background 
noise  of  the  Highways  Depart- ment JCB  cementing  our  very own  Little  tragedy. 

This  remote  and  leafy  lane 

A   Country  Diary 

has  a   path  on  the  verge.  it 
leads  to  one  house,  a   letter 
box  and  a   small  redundant 

Norman  church.  ... The  local  authority  his  a 

duty  to  maintain  pates,  and 
let  it  not  be  said  that  it  should 
fail.  For  100  yards  . a   brand 
new  Tarmac  path  1.2m:  wide 
(an  EU  standard  path  to  cater 

for  wheelchairs)  gleams  airajg 
the  side  of  the  lane.  But worse,  to  keep  in  a.strip  of 

grass,  the  Highways  Depart- ment has  deep-kerb-lirted  tee 

path.  It  looks  like  Brookside. This  little  bit  of  countryside 
is  a   touch  less  remote  and 

leafy,  the  cowslips  which 
once  flourished  here  will 

have  gone,  as  will  die  aco- 
nites. together  with  a   medi- eval boundary  stone  teat  was 

in  the  way.  It  cost  around £5.000.  .   .. 

This  is  not  a   comment 
about  mobility..  Europe  or 

road  safety.  But  it  is  a   com- 
ment on  priorities.  If  we  do 

not  readdress  them,,  espe- 
cially at  local  level,  .   Henry 

Porter's  nightmare  wfflarap 

closer.  v.  H 
Charles  &   CamHne  Kenyon. 
Beech  House, 

Kingerby, 

Market  Rasen. 
Lines  LN83FF.  . 

HENRY  PORTER  says  that 
people  have  tee  right  to 

tear  around  the  Lake  District 

in  a   powerboat  In  feri/pow- erboats  are  allowed  on  just 

one  of  our  many  lakes,  and 
even  there  you  wiH  generally 

find  the  landscape  connected 
"with  the  quiet  off  tee  sky",  to 

quote  a   former  resident Chris  Collier. 
Chief  Executive, 

Cumbria  Tourist  Board. 
Ashleigh.  Holly  Road, 

Windermere, 

Cumbria  LA23  2AQ, 

AST  summer  I   was  in  Yo-   ‘mitp,  California,  climb- 

ing the  trade  beside  the  Falls 
and  I   stopped  ter  a   rest  at  a 
viewpoint  about  two4hirds 

up  the  climb.  There,  overlook- ing the  stupendous  vieyr, 7735 

someone  yattering  into  a   mo- 
bile phone.  "Yea,  it’s  a   really 

great  view,  man,  you'd  hardly 
believe  it,  so  quiet  too ... 

On  Saturday  I   was  walking 
in  the  Lake  District  and  sat 
down  on  top  of  Harrison 
Stickle,  in  the  Langdales.  for lunch.  A   few  other  people 

were  also  within  30  metres.0* 
so  of  us.  Then,  once  agate, 
came  the  familiar  warble  of  a 

mobile  phone.  Could  anyone 
suggest  what  can  be  done 
about  these  things? . 
Michael  Pidd. 
4   Prospect  Drive, Hest  Bank, 

Lancaster  LA2  6HX.. 

NORTHUMBERLAND:  Sum- mer is  retreating.  We  now 
have  a   source  of  both  field 
mushrooms  and  brambles 
within  walking  distance  of the  bouse,  although  meeting 
friends  on  the  prowl  I   am 
evasive  as  to  the  whearabouts 
of  the  fungi  Autumn  walks are  a   treat  among  thp  purples 
and  gold  of  late  summer, 
knapweed  a   foil  for  small 
greenish-white  butterflies 
and  the  fading  ranks  of  mead- 

owsweet in  the  ditches.  I   love 
the  cloying  scent  of  wild  hon- eysuckle in  the  air.  This 
morning  was  spent  decorat- 

ing our  13th  century  church 
for  Harvest  Festival.  Skilful 
hands  transformed  the  motley 
profusion  of  flowers  and  fo- liage weeping  from  plastic 
buckets  into  attractive  dis- 

plays on  stands,  statutory, 
cornice  and  colonade.  We work  hard  but  there  is  a   good 
deal  of  crack  as  well.  Soon  the 
mechanical  hedge  cutters  will 

be  snarling  up  our  narrow country  lanes.  They  are  an 
economic  necessity  for  keep- 

ing the  place  tidy  but  alarm- 
ing to  meet  when  one  is astride  a   horse  and  they  have 

put  paid  to  some  of  my 
favourite  blackberry  hedge- 
rows.  A   cyclist  told  me  that 
he  suffered  punctures 
through  thorns  and  spears 
left  on  the  highway  by  these 

machines  but  most  contrac- tors are  considerate  and  try 
to  catch  the  cuttings  in  the 

box  provided,  A   local  ornitho- 
logical group  invited  me  to join  them  cleaning  nest  boxes 

in  the  Lyne  Valley.  This  is  a 
study  area  for  various 
species:  tawny  owl,  merlin, 

great  and  blue  tit,  pied  fly- 
catcher, sparrow  hawk  and 

goosander.  We  listen  for  sing- 
ing cock  birds  because  our leader  tells  os  that  every 

vocal  male  means  a   pair-  Oak 
leaves,  dead  grass,  woodrusb 
and  tiny  crustacean  bits 
which  have  been  discarded 
from  consumed  insects  have 
to  be  cleared  from  the  boxes 

and  we  used  torches  to  in- spect our  housekeeping 
efforts.  In  one  box  which  had 
been  vacated  by  a   tawny  owl. 
a   brown  long-eared  bat  had 
taken  up  residence.  We  could 

actually  see  the  female  hang- 
ing, one  intent  attached. 

VERONICA  HEATH 
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Diary 

Matthew  Norman 

A   RIVAL  has  emerged 
to  Harold  Brooks- 

Baker,  purveyor  of 

the  “Burke’s  World  Book 
of . . series.  He  is  HRH 
Prince  Kevin  of  the  Princi- 

pality of  Hutt  River  Prov- 

ince. “Special  people,” 

writes  the  Prince's  bonds- man in  Australia.  Lord 

Peter  Regensburg,  to  Pro- 
fessor Gerald  Mars  in 

Hampstead,  “have  taken 
notice  of  you,  and  want  you 
to  get  what  you  really 

want . . Fora £10  “ad- 
ministration fee”,  the  pro- 

fessor was  invited  to  buy  a 

“Royal  Award  Certificate" 
entitling  him  to  be  called 
“The  Honourable  Professor 
G   Mars,  of  the  Principality 

of  Hutt  River  Province”. 
Harold  Brooks-Baker

  
is  out- 

raged. ”0h  yes,  X   know  all 
about  Hutt,  and  it’s  com- 

plete nonsense,”  he  ex- 
plains. “At  least  people  who 

buy  my  World  Book  can  get 
their  money  back,  but 

where  can  people  who  are 
dissatisfied  with  Hutt  go  to 

complain?”  How  reassur- 
ing it  is  to  see  Harry  coming 

down  so  hard  on  charlatans 

in  bis  profession. 

Attempts  to  contact 
the  psychic  Sir  Ber- 

nard Ingham  (soon  to 
be  confirmed,  we  hope,  as 

Diary  astrologer)  consis- 
tently fail.  We  tried  to  call 

yesterday  about  newspaper 
reports  concerning  how 
Fergie  used  to  consult  him 
regularly,  calling  him 
“Daddy”  and  sitting  under 

his  crystal  “healing”  pyra- 
mid for  days  on  end.  How- 

ever, Bernie,  a   likely 
replacement  for  Mystic  Meg 
on  the  Lottery,  was  driving 
to  Huddersfield  fora 
seance,  and  would  not 
answer.  We  look  forward  to 
a   nice  chat  early  next  week. 

IN  OKI  Magazine,  Bran- 
dreth's  Brainstorm  is 
better  than  ever.  This 

week,  the  Chester  MP  sur- 

passes himself  with  a   fea- 
ture called  Think  Sideways. 

“The  MacDonald  family 
from  Perth  went  ona  skiing 

holiday  one  summer,” 
poses  Gyles.  “The  snow  was 
good,  the  weather  was  cold, 
and  soon  after  they  got 

home  it  was  Christmas.  It’s 
all  true — but  can  you  de- 

cide how?”  If  and  when  you 

can.  try  this:  “A  man  fabled 
throughout  the  land  for 

being  an  imbecile  and  wear- 
ing clothes  rejected  as  too 

facetious  by  Russell  Grant 
is  elected  to  serve  in  the 

Mother  of  Parliaments.  It’s 
all  true —but  can  you  de- 

cide how?” 

IN  the  Spectator,  wine 
waiter  TaJd-George  tries 
to  ingratiate  himself 

with  an  old  employer.  Hav- 
ing poured  champagne  at 

Jemima  Khan’s  wedding.  T- G   now  devotes  a   long  and 

rambling  pidgin-English 

outpouring  of  hero  worship 

to  her  father,  Jimmy  Gold- 
smith, and  his  hilarious 

Referendum  Party.  Some 
will  find  it  cringeworthy, 

but  not  everyone.  “He’s rather  sweet,  in  an  oily  sort 

of  way,"  says  one  of  Sir 
James's  intimate  circle. 
“It’s  just  that  he’s  so  desper- 

ate to  suck  up  to  us,  he  can 

get  over-excited.”  Perhaps 
so,  but  perhaps  T-G  should 
consider  whether,  after  its 
recent  problems  with 
neo-fascist  supporters, 
what  the  Referendum  Party 

really  needs  right  now  is  the 
public  endorsement  of  a 
convicted  drug  smuggler. 

Sensational  news 
from  Mill  bank:  Oofy 

Wegg-Prosser
  

has smashed  his  own  rapid 
rebuttal  world  record. 

After  the  Hartlepool  MP 

was  pictured  in  a   news- 
paper arriving  for  a   party, 

word  spread  that  Mandy 

Mandelson  had  been  spot- 
ted on  Wednesday  night  in 

the  Ministry  of  Sound,  a 

trendy  London  club,  wear- 
ing only  a   gold  lamd  posing 

pouch  and  performing  a 
solo  rendition  of  the  Birdy 

Song.  Was  this  true?  “No”, said  Oofy,  In  0.S17  seconds, 

murdering  his  previous 
world  best — set  at  altitude, 

in  Mexico  City  —   of 0.625. 
“He’s  the  Michael  Johnson 

of  rapid  rebuttal,”  says  an 
awed  Can.  “It's  bard  to  be- 

lieve he’s  human.” 

A   WOMAN  has  been 
charged  with  assault 
with  a   deadly  weapon 

after  an  incident  on  an  in- 
terstate highway  in  Flor- 

ida. Montrose  Herbert  told 

police  that  she  fired  her 
handgun  when  upset  by  a 
gesture  from  Joshua  Lucas, 
23,  who  pulled  down  his 
shorts  and  mooned  at  her 
from  a   truck.  Mr  Lucas  has 
been  charged  with  the 
lesser  offence  of  lewd  and 
lascivious  conduct. 

Private  lives  and 
public  snapshots 

Commentary 

Peter 
Preston 

TAKE  two  loving  cou- 
ples in  swimsuits,  a 

millionaire's  yacht  on 
a   steamy  French 

Riviera  day.  one  angry  Prime 

Minister's  wife,  and  David 
Frost  auditioning  to  be  the 
next  Archbishop  of  Canter- 

bury: mix  thoroughly,  and 
what  have  you  got?  A   monster 

migraine  of  a   moral  dilemma 
that's  what 

Mrs  Norma  Major,  wife  and 

fledgling  author,  put  a   num- 
ber of  very  sympathetic  prop- 

ositions to  Frost  and  his  TV 
audience  this  week.  Proposi- 

tion One:  “I  think  anybody  is 
entitled  to  an  element  of  pri- 

vacy. I   don't  think  the  public 
has  a   right  to  know  every- 

thing and  be  everywhere.” 
Proposition  Two:  "Your house  and  your  garden 
should  be  sacrosanct  —   or  if 
you’re  doing  something 
which  is  obviously  private. 
And  I   think  a   holiday  is  obvi- 

ously private.”  Proposition Three:  “I  think  we  could 
make  a   start  with  cameras, 
and  the  fact  that  they  can  take 

a   photograph  of  someone  ob- 
viously in  their  house  or  in 

their  garden,  which  is  clearly 

private  property." Mrs  Major  was  talking  new 

legislation.  She  was  also  talk- 
ing about  three  pages  in  the 

Sunday  Express  last  month 
with  the  front-page  billing: 
“The  Majors'  holiday  snaps”. 
These  were  not  big  on  John 
and  Norma,  relaxing  with 

family  in  a   “sumptuous  yel- 
low-painted villa  hidden  in 

the  lush  hills  above  the  Bay  of 

Cannes”. 

But  they  made  a   meal  of 
daughter  Elaine  and  boy- 

friend Luke  having  a   sun- 
cum -canoodle  session  aboard 
the  yacht  of  Lord  Harris  of 
Peckham  (carpet-selling 
owner  of  lush  villa)  and 
matched  it  with  pictures  of 
son  James  and  girlfriend 

Elaine  similarly  engaged.  "Hie captions  to  this  pile  of 

snatched,  distant  and  un- 
aware snaps  were  mini-tem- 

ples of  tack.  “Full  cuddling  is 
underway,  she  passive  and 
receptive  to  his  dominant 
month-to-mouth 

resuscitation.'’ 

You  could  see  why  mother 
Major  was  fed  up.  You  might 
even  instinctively  agree  that 

Something  Must  Be  Done.  But 
—   and  here  comes  the  mi- 

graine —   what? I   had  a   tiny  role  tn  drawing 

up  the  editors'  code  which  the 
Press  Complaints  Commis- sion now  polices.  It  generally 
rules  out  “intrusions  or  en- 

quiries into  an  individual's private  life  without  his  or  her 

consent".  This  includes  "the use  of  long-lens  photography 
to  take  pictures  of  people  on 

private  property”  without that  same  consent.  And  it  de- 
fines "private  property"  as 

“any  private  residence, 
together  with  its  gardens  and 
outbuildings,  but  excluding 

any  adjacent  fields  or  park- land and  the  surrounding 
parts  of  the  property  within 

the  unaided  new  of  passers- 

by”. 

What  on  earth  was  that  all 

about?  Basically  that  the  ordi- 

nary home  or  garden  was  off- lhuits  —   but  that  if  you  hap- 
pened to  be.  say.  the  Duke  of 

Edinburgh,  fishing  in  a   river 
on  the  Balmoral  estate.  15 

miles  from  your  front  door 
and  in  clear  view  from  a   pub- 

lic road,  things  got  a   bit  more 

complicated.  Was  the  Bal- 
moral estate  “a  garden"?  Spe- 

cifically. if  there  was  a   “right 
to  privacy",  was  that  a   right which  could  be  indefinitely 
extended  by  wealth  and 
ownership  of  land?  The  Duke 

with  his  rolling  acres;  the  or- 
dinary bloke  with  his  potting 

shed  patch.  What  kind  of 
"right"  was  that? 

Mrs  Major’s  problem  is 
similarly  vexing.  Her  Hun- 

tingdon home  and  modest 

garden,  let's  agree,  should  be 
lens-free.  Lord  Harris’s  yel- 

low pad,  as  temporary  home, 

may  arguably  be  the  same (though  French  law  is  hugely 
different  anyway).  But  the 
deck  of  a   yacht  in  the  bay?  Is 

this  conceivably  "home"? Would  other,  passing  boats 

have  had  an  "unaided  view” of  that?  Was  tt.  In  effect, 

merely  the  extension  of  a   pub- lic beach?  Was  it  (citing  an- 
other bit  of  the  code)  more 

like  a   hotel  bedroom  than  a 
hotel  lobby  or  hotel  landing? Clearly  not. 

The  code,  of  course,  is  self- 
regulatory,  not  legally  bind- ing. But  any  embryo  law  is 
bound  to  follow  roughly  the 

They  just  want  to be  left  alone, 
and  have 

done  nothing 

to  deserve 
otherwise 

same  path,  and  grapple  with 
the  selfsame  problems.  Bar- 

risters, well-paid  to  endure such  fresh  challenges,  are 

naturally  enthusiastic  to  try. 
(How  many  times  did  the 
office  call,  mlud,  thus  turn- 

ing a   straightforward  holiday 
into  a   working  week?)  Those 

of  us  who  don't  relish  such 
stuff  however,  may  be  ex- 

cused for  taking  a   powder. 

The  Press  Complaints  Com- 
mission examined  43  substan- 

tive cases  in  its  last  three- 

month  report  only  two  con- cerned privacy. 

All  this,  though,  does  not 

quite  meet  the  force  of  Mrs Major's  wrath.  She  is  upset 
because  her  children  are  up- 

set Are  the  sons  and  daugh- 

ters of  public  people  automat- ically fair  snapping  game?  I have  a   lot  of  sympathy  for 

James  Major,  an  MAS  trainee 
manager  who  fell  in  love  with a   married  woman.  It  happens 
all  the  time;  it  has  nothing  to 
do  with  his  dad,  even  when 

delivering  “moral"  lectures to  the  nation.  I   have  even, 
more  sympathy  for  Elaine 

Major,  who  just  warns  to  live 
an  ordinary  life.  These  two aren't,  for  Instance.  Bob 
Dole's  daughter,  openly  put- 

ting the  family  history  on  the 
line  for  her  father  at  the 
Republican  convention.  They 
aren’t  the  voluble  children  of 
Ronald  Reagan.  They  just 
want  to  be  left  alone,  and 

have  done  nothing  to  deserve otherwise. 

But  law?  American  legisla- tion has  one  set  of  rules  for 
the  average  citizen  and  quite 
different  rules  fbr  politicians 

or  film  stars  or  public  offi- cials. We  (like  Mrs  Major) 
don’t  make  that  distinction: 

the  privacy  we  envisage  ex- 
tends equally  to  the  extraordi- nary citizen,  who  is  usually (best  case)  an  MP  hopping  up 

and  down,  or  (worst  case)  the 
Duchess  of  York.  Remember 
the  toe  sucked  five  years 
and  sued  over  under  French 

privacy  law  is  umbilically connected  to  the  writing  hand 
that  now  causes  her  such florid  angst 

Mr  Major  isn't  keen  on  leg- islation. He  is  right  Mrs 

Major  is  cheesed  off  about 
grotty  snooping  in  a   grotty 
world.  She  is  right  too.  But 
these  are  twin  tracks;  and 
never  the  twain  should  meet. 

Bye  bye  S-word 
Whatever  Tony  Blair  has 
become  he  is  certainly  no 

Liberal,  argues  Alex  Carlile. 
Otherwise  he  would  have  a 

philosophy,  not  just  an  agenda 

|   HE  notion  that  the Labour  Party, 
under  Tony  Blair,  is 

no  longer  a   socialist 

party  appears have  dawned  on  the 

of  political  commen- ce move  away  from 

a,  started  by  Neil 

has  continued  un- 
itb  Tony  Blair.  Kim 
who  has  trotted  from 

la  canapes  with  Kln- eaujolais  with  Blair, 

ly  spoken  the  words 

>w  political  correct- 

odbye  to  the  S-word. 
dw  capitalists  and 

Clause  4   and  poli- 

cies which  had  for  genera- 
tions been  the  bricks  and 

mortar  with  which  Britain's socialist  party  claimed  it 

would  build  the  new  Jerusa- lem —   comprehensive  state 

education,  progressive  tax- 
ation as  a   method  of  redistri- 

buting capital,  public  expen- 
diture to  bolster  the  welfare state  —   have  evaporated  as 

the  Labour  Party  puts  pursuit 

of  electoral  success  before  the 
old  socialist  Elysium. 

If  there  were  any  doubts, 

last  week’s  mischievous  dec- 
larations by  able  Labour 

NCOs  Steven  Byers  and  Kim 
Howells  that  New  Labour 

would  “humanely  kill  off”  its 
links  with  the  trade  unions 
and  socialism  (though  how 
one  kills  off  a   social  and  eco- 

nomic theory  is  beyond  me) 
should  have  put  paid  to  them. 

It’s  officially  leaked  —   social- 
ism is  dead. 

However,  with  socialism 
still  not  cold  in  the  ground,  a 
mad  scramble  has  ensued  to 
find  a   new  label  to  pin  to 

Tony  Blair  and  the  new Labour  Party.  Alas,  many 
commentators  have  fallen 
into  the  predictable  trap  of 
calling  him  a   Liberal  It  is  a 

crude  analysis  based  on  noth- 
ing more  than  a   belief  that  as 

the  good  ship  Labour  moves starboard,  its  next  port  of  call 
must  surely  be  Liberalism. 
Nonsense.  Tony  Blair  is  still 
as  far  from  being  a   Liberal  as 
he  is  from  socialism. 

Liberalism  has  always  been 
about  the  pursuit  of  equality 
through  the  control  of  power. 

Thatcherism,  despite  strenu- 

ous protestations  to  the  con- 

trary, amassed  enormous 
powers  for  the  state.  Through 
the  erosion  of  local  govern- 

ment, the  imposition  of  state- controlled  unaccountable 

quangos  and  agencies,  and the  consistent  undermining 
of  Parliament.  Margaret 

Thatcher  accumulated  the 
power  she  needed  to  carry  out 
much  of  her  programme. 
The  instinct  of  a   natural 

Liberal  is  to  reverse  this  pro- 
cess by  making  the  quangos 

and  agencies  more  account- 

able, rejuvenate  local  govern- ment, and  reform  Parliament 
so  that  it  can  fulfil  its  role  as 

the  people’s  protection 
against  the  power  of  the  state. 
Tony  Blair  does  not  share  this 
instinct  He  appears  to  ad- 

mire Margaret  Thatcher  for 

her  "strong  government".  A natural  Liberal  would  choke 
on  such  a   notion  because 

Thatcher’s  strength  was  syn- 

onymous with  the  short- 
comings of  our  democracy. 

Liberalism  is  about  control- 

ling all  power,  not  just  the 

power  of  the  state.  The  aim  is effective  but  minimum  gov- 
ernment. This  means  that  lib- 

erty must  be  protected  by  the 
state,  as  well  as  from  the 
state.  As  our  party  constitu- 

tion says,  people  may  be  “en- 
slaved by  poverty”.  That  is 

why  we,  in  1870.  began  the 
system  of  state  education.  It  is 

why  we.  in  1906,  began  con- structing the  welfare  state. 
Governments  which  are  not 

willing  to  tax  and  spend  when 
the  situation  demands  it  can- 

not defend  liberty.  I   can  see 
no  evidence  that  Tony  Blair 

understands  this.  He  is  cur- 
rently embroiled  in  a   mock 

auction  with  the  Tories  to  see 
who  can  offer  the  lowest  level 
of  tax.  That  auction,  if  true, 
could  well  see  the  destruction 
of  the  welfare  state  and  public 
services  as  we  know  them. 

The  action  of  a   natural  Lib- eral would  be  to  defend  these 

services  first,  cut  taxes  later. 
To  suggest  otherwise  shows 

a   misunderstanding  of  Liber- 
alism (and  probably  a   misun- 

derstanding eff  Tony  Blair). 

His  discomfort  with  devolu- 
tion, coolness  about  electoral 

reform  and  ambiguity  about 
the  reform  of  the  House  of 
Lords  shows  that  he  is  a   prag- 

matist with  his  own  agenda, 

at  the  top  of  which  is  his  de- 
sire to  win  the  election. 

EW  LABOUR  is 

an  agenda,  not  a 

philosophy.  Per- 

haps "Blair  ism” 

wifi  come  next 
but  if  so  even  the  plot  let 
alone  the  script  has  yet  to  be 
written.  If  the  time  comes,  we 
in  the  Liberal  Democrats  will 
listen  to  that  agenda  and 

judge  it  as  Liberals,  on  its 

merits,  point  out  its  weak- nesses and  support  its 

strengths  —   just  as  we  have 
with  every  other  government. 
It  may  be  true  that  we  shall  be 
listening  more  often  to  ideas 
with  which  we  are  comfort- 

able. Yet  this  will  not  be  be- 
cause New  Labour  has  ideo- 

logically metamorphosed  into 
Liberalism,  but  because  the 

practical  imperatives  of  mod- 
ern politics  will  have  led  to  a 

convergence  of  ideals  in  the 
centre  ground.  As  to  the  the 
political  realignment,  that 
discussion  awaits  an  intima- tion of  philosophy. 

Next  week  in  Brighton  we 

Liberal  Democrats  shall  dis- 
cuss our  own  distinctive 

agenda.  Among  other  issues, 

we  shall  discuss  the  improve- ment of  our  education  system; 
law  and  order  the  protection 
of  the  environment;  and  we 
shall  develop  our  ideas  for  the 
creation  of  a   strong  and  stable 
economy.  Running  through 
the  veins  of  our  conference, 
detectable  in  every  motion 
and  on  the  lips  of  every 

speaker,  will  be  modern  Lib- eralism. It  is  founded  on  the 
traditions  of  the  Liberal  Party 
and  bolstered  by  ideas  that 
led  to  the  inception  of  the 
SDP.  Liberalism  is  not  there 

because  of  electoral  expedi- 
ency or  the  bankruptcy  of  an 

alternative  ideology;  it  Is 

there  because  it  is  an  instinc- 
tively understood  principle 

and  philosophy  which  lies  in 
the  heart  of  everyone  who  is  a 
genuine  Liberal  Democrat 

Or  perhaps  I’m  being  unfair to  Labour?  Perhaps  on  a   wall 
in  a   locked  room  in  John 
Smith  House  there  is  a   top- 
secret  agenda  for  urgently 

needed  political  and  social 
reform?  Perhaps  the  pragma- tists have  a   strategy  for  the 

election  only,  under  the  slo- 
gan “lie  now,  pay  later"? 

I   just  pray  that  they  don't 
lose  the  key  to  the  room.  Or 
does  Tony  Blair,  by  sleight  of 
hand,  hope  to  find  it  In  Paddy 
Ashdown’s  back  pocket  on 

the  day  after  the  election?  A 
borrowed  philosophy  would 

be  better  than  none  at  all- 

Alex  Carillo  is  Liberal  Democrat 

Home  Affairs  spokesman 

Envy,  stupidity 
and  malice  in 

Literary  London 

Bel  Littlejohn 

WHAT  was  it  that 

Swift  once  said?  I   for- 
get, but  when  I   wrote 

my  new  novel,  Fluffy  The  Dol- 

phin At  Sea  In  Thatcher’s 
Britain,  1   shared  with  Swift  a 
fierce  moral  indignation  at,  as 
Thackeray  put  it.  The  Way 

We  Live  Now'. 
In  my  novel.  Fluffy  the  Dol- 

phin becomes  a   junior  doctor at  one  of  the  London  teaching 

hospitals.  Even  at  a   time  of 
crying  need  for  young  physi- 

cians, Fluffy  finds  himself  dis- criminated against  because 
he  is  unable  to  hold  many  of 

the  fiddly  tools  of  the  doctor’s trade  in  either  of  his  flippers. 
Even  though  he  has  many 

superhuman  skills  —   he  can balance  a   bouncy  ball  on  the 
end  of  his  nose,  he  can  make 

high-pitched  squeaky  noises, 
he  can  waggle  his  tail  in  the 

air  whilst  eating  raw  fish  — none  of  them  is  recognised  by 

the  narrow-minded  powers- 
that-be  in  the  hospital.  So 

Fluffy  the  Dolphin  finds  him, self  thrown  out  on  the  bitter 
London  streets,  his  bouncy 
ball  his  only  companion. 

I   wished  to  write  a   pan- 
oramic Victorian  novel,  the 

novel  Dickens  and  Balzac 
would  have  written  if  only 

they’d  thought  erf  it  first,  a 
novel  touching  on  several  dif- 

ferent London  worlds.  So 
Fluffy  the  Dolphin,  rejected 
and  alone,  enters  the  world  of 
London  publishing,  a   vicious 
world  where  it  is  possible  to 

slog  your  guts  out  writing  two brilliant  novels  only  for  them 
to  attract  so-so  reviews  from 
critics  too  raddled  with  stupid- 

ity, envy  and  malice  to  reoog- 
nise  their  true  historic  worth. 

There  Fluffy  meets  a   colourful 

array  of  characters,  to  whom  I 
have  given  some  erf  my  most 
inventive  —   and  9Corchingly 

satirical!  —   names. There  is  the  devilishly 

suave  editor  Geoffrey  Cheese- 

Sandwich.  who  is  always  eat- 

ing —   yes!  —   cheese  sand- wiches. There  is  the  femously 

acerbic  triple-barrelled  critic 
John  Very-Bad-Acne,  who. 
suffering  from  a   major  skin 

problem,  takes  it  out  on  the new  novels  he  is  sent  for 
review.  There  is  Jasper  Jolly- 

fat  the  overweight  and  slug- 
gish publisher.  And.  finally, 

towering  above  these  riff-raff 
as  a   figure  of  real  moral  and 
aesthetic  stature,  there  is  the 

saintly,  complex,  gorgeous 

and  yet  brilliantly  talented  — 
but  disgracefully  under-recog- 

nised —   novelist  Bella 

Johnlittle. Believe  me,  I   know  how 
ambitious  the  project  is:  yet  I 

have  gone  to  every  length  to 
research  its  different  worlds.  I 
have  sat  in  operating  theatres 

and  taken  notes  on  the  demor- 

alisation of  doctors  and  the 

suffering  of  patients  while  the 
doctors  have  attempted  to 
revive  the  body  upon  which  I 

happened  to  be  sitting.  Like 
my  heroine.  Bella  Johnlittle,  I 
have  spent  a   great  deal  of time  —   something  over  40 

minutes  —   in  a   high-rise block.  I   have  even  travelled 

on  one  of  London's  "tube- 
trains ",  so  as  to  be  able  to 
write  with  consummate  accu- 

racy about  a   ■'tube- train  ride" 
from  Piccadilly  Circus  to 
Stonehenge. 

What  was  it  that  Juvenal 
once  said?  I   forget,  but  he  or. 
indeed,  she  would  have  been 
astonished  at  the  interna- tional uproar  that  has  greeted 

my  courageous  literary  sat- ire. I   was  expecting  both  more 
laughter  and  more  serious critical  response,  given  my 

astonishing  achievement  at 

having  completed  this  mas- sive post-Victorian  novel, 
with  something  over  250 

words  per  page.  What  I   cer- tainly did  not  expect  was  a 

veritable  barrage  of  ava- lanches as  long  as  my  arm. 

Do  the  small-minded  pur- 

veyors of  gossip  and  tittle- tattle  have  no  notion  of  the 

genesis  of  creation?  Literary 

London,  in  its  characteristi- 
cally solipsist ic  way.  is  doing 

nothing  but  talk  about  me.  Do 
they  honestly  not  realise  that there  is  a   larger  world  beyond 

them?  Those  many  millions who  are  discussing  Fluffy  The 

Dolphin  At  Sea  In  Thatcher's Britain  hi  pubs,  dubs,  sitting- 
rooms  and  deba  ting-chambers 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country  will  surely  be  left 

wondering  quite  how  self-im- 
portant and  self-obsessed  Lit- 

erary London  can  be.  Con- trary to  the  acres  of newsprint  —   two  paragraphs 

in  Private  Eye.  not  to  mention 
one  in  this  newspaper  and 

another  THREE  in  the  pub- 
lisher’s catalogue  —   1   must 

declare  that  toe  characters 

are  all  products  of  my  —   per- 

haps over-vivid!  — imagination. 

MY  dashing  character 

John  Littlebell  is  a 

rogue  and,  like  all 

rogues,  gets  my  most  star- tlingly witty  lines.  Most women  who  have  read  the 

proofs  —   that’s  myself  and 
quite  a   few  others,  including 

me  —   think  he  is  an  extraor- 

dinarily attractive  and  bril- liant creation.  Indeed.  I   must 

confess  I   am  a   little  in  love 
with  him  myself!!  Contrary  to 
vicious  rumour,  my  character 

Jasper  Jollyfot,  toe  publisher 
who  ends  up  decapitated  in  a 
car-crash  having  first  been 

castrated  with  a   blunt  instru- 

ment is  not  based  on  my  ex- 
husband.  the  discredited  pub- 

lisher Jasper  Jollphatt.  For 

one  thing,  his  surname  is 
spelt  quite  differently,  and  for another  he  rarely  wears  a   hat 

So  why  all  the  fuss,  guys? 

Why  not  just  sit  back  and 
enjoy  a   great  satire  on  pride 
and  self-importance,  written 
by  a   self-deprecating  woman with  —   though  I   say  it  myself 

—   a   smashing  sense  of 
humour? 

“We  saved  £133 

a   month  just  by 
switching  our 
mortgage. 

So  could  you!”   and  with: 
gf  FREE  valuation 

@   £400  cashback  and 
Bl  £315  towards  legal  fees... 

switching  yonr  mortgage  couldn't  be  easier! 
This  great  offer  from  a   leading  Lender  is  available 
exclusively  through  Mortgage  Intelligence  - 
Britain's  lamest  independent  mortgage  brokers, 
with  400  offices  across  the  UK 
To  contact  your  local  independent  mortgage 
broker,  call  FREE  anytime  on: 

iff  0800-246  000  „ 
•   MORTGAGE  • 

INTELLIGENCE 

Britain's  Largest  Independent  Mortgage  Brokers- 

s 
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Thanks  to  her  brother  Ten- 
nessee. with  whom  she  had 

always  felt  a   close  bond,  she 
lived  a   reasonably  contented 

life.  She  was  showered  with 

presents  and  treated  to  excur- 
sions from  the  mental  hospi- 

tal in  New  York  State,  where 

she  lived,  hy  a   man  who  felt 

vaguely  guilty  for  her  suffer- 
ing and  saw  in  her  a   version 

of  himself:  assailed,  fragile, 
vulnerable.  He  felt  guilty  both 

because  he  recalled  his  impa- tience with  her  and  because 
he  moved  on  into  another 
world  as  she  could  noL 
Tennessee  Williams  and  his 

sister  were  close  friends  as 
children,  entering  into  a   con- 

spiracy against  the  real. 
Raised  first  in  Mississippi 
and  then  St  Louis.  Missouri, 
neither  felt  able  to  function 
fully  in  a   world  that  seemed 
implacable  in  its  demands. 
An  attempt  was  made  to 

launch  Rose  as  a   debutante. 
She  was  to  be  the  southern 
belle  her  mother  imagined 
herself  once  to  have  been.  It 
was  not  a   success.  Later,  with 
the  Depression  biting,  she 
was  encouraged  to  go  out  to 
work.  She  lasted  a   day. 
retreating  into  a   toilet  from 
which  she  had  to  be  coaxed  by 
a   hastily  summoned  family. 

She  sent 
Tennessee  (above) 

a   message,  as 

accurate  as  it  was 

disturbing:  Tell 
Tom  I   love  him;  he 

stole  my  heart  away 

in  the  dark  ages’ 

She  found  consolation  in  a 
menagerie  of  glass  animals 
kept  in  her  room,  itself 
painted  white  to  keep  out  the 
dark.  Eventually,  in  1943.  at 
34,  she  was  diagnosed  as 
suffering  from  dementia  pre- 

cox and  a   prefrontal  lobotomy 

was  performed. 
Tennessee  went  on  to  suc- 

cess —   and  failure;  his  sister 
stayed  frozen  in  time.  Yet 
their  relationship  somehow 
survived  it  all.  She  sent  him  a 
message  once,  as  accurate  as 

It  was  disturbing:  “Tell  Tom  I love  him  so  much:  he  stole  my 

heart  away  in  the  dark  ages." 

To  him  she  was  “the  greatest 

person  I   have  known". .   a “dear  little  sister”  who “deserves  a   crown  in 

heaven”.  A   play  he  worked  on 
for  the  last  decade  and  more 
of  his  life  (Out  Cry)  featured  a 
brother  and  sister  trapped 

together  in  a   theatre  with  no 

audience  other  than  them- 
selves. clinging  to  one  an- 

other in  their  isolation.  It  was 
a   portrait  of  Rose  and  himself, 
still  conspiring  against  the 
real,  immured,  as  he  liked  to 

say.  against  the  rush  of  time. Rose  and  Tennessee  were 
alike,  and  not  merely  because 

he.  too.  spent  time  in  a   mental 
institution,  as  did  his  mother. 

A   symptom  of  her  illness  was to  deny  and  fear  the  process 
of  ageing.  It  was  a   fear  central 
to  his  life  and  work.  Both 
were  deeply  shy.  both  found 
in  their  imagination  or  fanta- 

sies respite  from  those  things 

that  disturbed  them.  Her  fan- 
tasies were  seen  as  pathologi- 

cal symptoms,  his  as  art 
Rose  moved  in  and  out  of 

lucidity.  She  thought  herself  [ 

the  Queen  of  England  and  be- lieved she  had  given  birth,  yet 
she  could  read  menus  in 
French.  loved  clothes  and 

jewellery’-  and  was  shrewd 
enough  to  claim  that  she,  a 
chain-smoker,  could  not  read 

the  Surgeon  General's  health warning  on  cigarette  packets. 

Rose  haunts  Williams's 
plays.  She  is  there  in  The 
Class  Menagerie  and  A   Street- 

car Named  Desire .   in  which 
Blanche,  finally  overwhelmed 

by  reality  and  terrified  of 
mortality,  is  led  to  a   mental 
hospital  where  her  fantasies 
might  protect  her.  She  is 
there,  too.  in  Suddenly  Last 
Summer  in  which  Williams 
saves  the  heroine  from  the 
fate  suffered  by  his  sister,  a 
belated  attempt  to  expiate  his 
guilt  at  deserting  Rose  in  her 

Lloyd  Turner 

Tough  time 
at  tabloid 

Rose  Williams  at  the  sanatorium  with  her  dog.  Jiggs 
PI-iCTOG=.AFH: SIT-'  ~F  TEXAS 

moment  of  need.  He  was  not 
so  much  plundering  her  life 
for  material  as  paying  hom- 

age to  a   woman  with  whom  he 
associated  himself  so  com- 

pletely that  in  his  final  note  to 
her  he  signed  not  his  own 
name  but  hers.  She  had.  to  his 

mind,  survived  “in  the  snake 
pit"  and  he  believed  he  knew what  that  meant,  having  been 
there  himself.  Her  very  name 

echoes  through  his  work 
Rose  has  achieved  a   kind  of 

immortality'  through  his  writ- 
ing. as  has  he.  and  in  that 

sense  both  have  cheated  the 
on  rush  of  time  they  so 

feared.  She  was  nor.  however, 
a   character  in  a   play  but  a 
woman,  damaged,  in  recoil 
from  a   world  she  saw  as 
threatening,  but  living  on 

with  that  odd  blend  of  oblivi- 
ousness  and  knowledge,  fear 

and  courage,  humour  and  de- 
spair which  characterises 

more  than  those  who  have  felt 

the  surgeon’s  knife.  No  lying 
in  state  for  Rose  Williams, 

just  the  knowledge  that  a   sur- vivor continued  her  lonely 
battle  to  the  end. 

Though  she  outlived  him  by 

13  years,  he  had  already  effec- tively written  her  epitaph  for. 

to  his  mind,  she  was  a   deeply 

damaged  soul  who  nonethe- 
less showed  an  “ineluctable 

grace  and  purity  of  heart". 
And  if  she  thought  herself  the 

Queen  of  England,  who  was  to 
say  mat  she  did  not  possess 
the  real  sign  of  nobility  for.  as 

he  said,  "high  station  in  life  is 
earned  hy  the  gallantry  with 
which  appalling  experiences 

are  survived  with  grace". Christopher  Bigsby 

Rose  .sabs!  Williams,  born 

November  13.  1909:  died 

Septembers.  193c 

Joe  Elsby  Martin 

Champion  of  the  heavyweights 

Les  Bums 

IN  THE  LIFE  stories  of 
many  great  personalities, 
there  is  someone  who  first 

inspired  and  tutored  them. 
For  tennis  player  Arthur 
Ashe,  it  was  a   black  dentist  in 
his  home  town  of  Richmond. 

Virginia.  For  Muhammad  Alt 
aka  Cassius  Clay,  it  was  a 
white  cop  in  his  home  town  of 
Louisville.  Kentucky,  Joe 
Elsby  Martin,  who  has  died 
aged  80.  As  a   director  of  the 

Louisville  Golden  Glove  pro- 
gramme for  40  years,  Martin, 

who  would  be  inducted  into 
the  Amateur  Boxing  Hall  of 
Fame  in  1977.  was  one  of 
those  rare  characters  around 

boxing  who  laboured  for  love, 
not  money. 

Although  the  boxing  pro- 
gramme he  developed  and  in- 

tegrated. by  bringing  black 
fighters  into  the  gym.  would 
produce  three  world  champ- 

ions —   Muhammad  Ali, 
Jimmy  Ellis  and  Greg  Page, 
all  black  —   Martin  never 
deserted  the  amateur  ranks. 
He  preferred  to  continue  in- 

troducing youngsters  to  the 
art  of  pugilism  while  support- 

ing himself  on  a   policeman's 
salary’  for  34  years. 

The  collaboration  with  Ali 
began  one  rainy  night  in  1954, 
when  a   skinny  12-year-old 
Cassius  Clay  came  up  to  Mar- 

tin crying  that  his  bike  had 
been  stolen  while  he  attended 
an  African-American  trade 
fair  in  the  racially  segregated 
milieu  of  Louisville. 

Clay  had  sought  out  Mar- 
tin. who  was  attending  the 

fair  to  give  boxing  lessons,  be- 
cause somebody  told  him  that 

Martin  was  a   cop.  As  Martin 
filled  out  an  accident  report,  a 
weeping  and  enraged  Cassius 

threatened  to  “whup”  who- ever stole  his  bike.  So  Martin 
suggested:  “Weil,  you  better 
learn  how  to  fight  before  you 

The  collaboration 

with  Ali  (above) 

began  one  rainy 

night  in  1954,  when 

the  skinny  12-year- 
old  came  to  Martin 

crying  that  his  bike 
had  been  stolen 

A   labour  of  Jove . . .   Joe  Elsby  Martin  coaching  young  Tanzanians 

start  challenging  people  that 

you’re  going  to  whup." 
From  this  sprang  a   relation- 

ship which  led  to  a   gold  medal 
at  the  1960  Rome  Olympics 
where  Martin  was  a   boxing 
coach  with  the  American 
team  and  Clay  won  the  light 
heavyweight  gold  medaLClay 
went  on  as  a   professional  to 
become  the  only  man  to  win 
the  world  heavyweight  cham- 

pionship three  times.  In  the 
process,  he  would  change  his 
name  to  Muhammad  Ali.  be- 

come a   symbol  of  the  black 
revolt  against  American  rac- 

ism in  the  1960s  and  the  best 

known  athlete  in  the  world. 
Martin  soon  recognised  the 

traits  in  Clay  that  would 
carry  him  to  immortality  in 

the  squared  ring.  “I  guess  I taught  a   thousand  boys  to 
box,"  Martin  says,  "or  at  least 
tried  to  teach  them.  Cassius 

Clay,  when  he  first  began 
coming  around,  looked  no  bet- 

ter or  worse  than  the  major- 
ity. If  boxers  were  paid 

bonuses  on  their  potential 

like  ball  players  are,  I   don’t know  if  he  would  have 
received  one.  He  was  just 
ordinary,  and  I   doubt 
whether  any  scout  would 

have  thought  much  of  him  in 
his  first  year.  About  a   year 

later,  though,  you  could  see 
that  the  little  smart  Alec  —   I 
mean,  he’s  always  been  sassy 
—   had  a   lot  of  potential.  He 
stood  out  because  he  had 
more  determination  than 
most  other  boys,  and  the 
speed  to  get  him  some 
place ...  He  was  easily  the 
hardest  worker  of  any  kid  I 

ever  taught” 

Muhammad  Ali  remembers 
how  he  began  his  quest  in 

schooL  "Sometimes  I'd  pre- 
tend they  were  announcing 

my  name  over  the  loud 

speaker  system,  saying 
Cassius  Clay,  heavyweight 

champion  of  the  world . . .   Joe 
Martin  was  the  man  who 
started  me  in  boxing  ...  I 
trained  six  days  a   week  and 

never  drank  or  smoked.” 
Joe  Elsby  Martin,  discov- 

erer and  first  tutor  of  Muham- 
mad Ali,  is  survived  by  his 

wife  Christine,  his  son  and 

his  granddaughter. 

LES  B   CRN'S,  who  has  died 

aged  53.  became  chairman  of 
the  Barrow-in-Furness  lei- 

sure services  committee  at  a 
rime  when  a   national  news- 
aper  had  labelled  the 
orough  a   cultural  desert. 

Burns  changed  that  percep- 
tion and  the  town. 

A   one-room  museum  was 

replaced  by  the  Dock,  a 

unique  multi-functional  fa- cility which  reflected  the 
area’s  proud  shipbuilding 
and  industrial  past.  At  the 
town  civic  centre  Forum 

Twenty  Eight  now  provides 
a   concert  and  cinema  venue. 

Through  Burns,  the  commit- 
tee backed  sell-out  Halle 

Orchestra  concerts  which 

brought  to  a   transport  ware- 
house music  never  per- 

formed in  the  area. 
Les  Burns  had  been  on  the 

council  for  17  years,  and  a 
champion  for  the  people  he 
represented.  For  more  than 
30  years,  he  was  a   plater  at the  local  Vickers  shipyard 

(later  VSEL).  as  well  as  a 

shop  steward  —   and  some- time branch  secretary  —   for 

the  boilermakers’  union, which  merged  into  the 

GMBATU.  When  the  tele- 
vision documentary  Post- 

cards from  the  Edge  showed 
the  effects  of  redundancy 

on  people  who  had  given 
years  of  service,  Les  Burns, 
a   skilled  and  respected 
craftsman,  was  one  of  the 
workers  featured. 
Burns  was  a   socialist, 

fiercely  committed  to  social 
justice.  He  leaves  his  wife 
Ann  —   also  a   Labour  coun- 

cillor and  chair  of  Cumbria’s social  services  committee  — 
three  children  and  three 

grandchildren.  He  provided 
wise  counsel  —   and  gave 

great  energy’. 

PlaythsH  Benjamin 

Joe  Elsby  Martin,  boxing  coach, 
born  1916:  died  September 

14.  1996 

John  Hutton 

MP  Barrow-in-Furness 

Les  Burns,  local  councillor, 
born  September  6.  1942;  died 

August  25,  1996 

Lloyd  turner,  who 

has  died  of  a   heart 
attack  aged  5T,  was 
well  endowed  with  all 

those  qualities  that  make  a successful  tabloid  editor.  He 

j   succeeded  myself  at  the  Daily Star  in  1980.  A   tough,  out- 

spoken Australian  with 
strong  newspaper  credentials, he  went  into  battle  against 
the  Sun  and  Daily  Mirror 

with  great  gusto  and  looked set  to  survive  longer  than 
most  of  his  contemporaries. 
Sadly  the  combination  of  good 
luck,  sound  judgment  and 
peasant  cunning  that  is 
essential  in  our  surreal  world 
ran  out  for  him  one  sleepy 

S unday  afternoon  in  1987. 
The  Star  “lifted"  the  splash 

in  that  day's  News  of  the World,  implying  that  Jeffrey 
Archer  had  paid  £2.000  to  a 
prostitute.  Monica  Coughlin. 
In  the  NdW.  the  story  had 
been  presented  as  conjecture; 
the  kind  of  piece  we  tend  to 
run  under  headlines  such  as 
“Evil  tongues  are  wagging". 

The  Daily  Star's  story  fool- 
ishly turned  rumour  into  sup- 

posed fact. 
To  compound  the  error, 

Turner  persuaded  Express 
Newspapers  to  fight  the  case. 
The  "fragrant”  Mary  Archer 

gave  evidence  for  her  hus- band. It  cost  the  Daily  Star 
£500.000  in  damages  and 
£700.000  costs.  Lloyd  Turner 

parted  company  with  Lord 
Stevens  shortly  after.  He  had 
been  in  the  job  seven  years. 
As  frequently  happens  in 

such  cases.  Turner  had  not 
seen  the  offending  story  in  ad- vance. He  was  off  duty  that 

Sunday  afternoon.  But  the 
editor  always  carries  the  can 
and,  of  course,  he  must  have 
known  what  bis  paper  was 

putting  on  the  front  page. 
Turner  never  came  back 

after  that  Those  of  us  in  Fleet 
Street  who  knew  him  well 
grieved  for  another  casualty 
in  the  tabloid  war.  a   good 
man  done  wrong.  He  was 

briefly  editor  of  the  Daily 

Post.  Eddy  Shah's  sequel  to 

Today.  The  paper  died  In  in- fancy and  there  were  no mourners.  For  a   time  he 
worked  behind  the  scenes  as  a 

production  executive  on 
Today  itself.  More  recently  he 

was  hoping  to  return  to  news- papers at  the  Daily  MaiL 

He  spent  the  “resting" years  raising  prize  cattle  on his  farm  in  Kent  alongside 
his  devoted  third  wife,  Jill 

Knight,  herself  a   former  Daily- Express  night  news  editor.  It was  Jill  who  virtually  saved 
Turner's  life  in  earlier  days 
when  he  was  knocking  back 

—   or  so  be  once  told  me  — 
two  bottles  of  Scotch  a   day. 

She  managed  to  persuade  him 
to  go  on  the  wagon  and  he 
never  looked  back. 
Knowing  nothing  of  his 

boozy  past  this  powerful  Aus- sie who  spoke  such  good 
sense  about  newspapers  soon 

caught  my  eye  when  I   arrived from  the  Daily  Mirror  to 

breathe  new  life  into  the  sink- 

ing Daily  Express.  There  was talk  of  him  upsetting  the 

management  as  an  aggress™- National  Union  of  JtroaaSS 

father  erf  the  chapel^K 

steward),  but  that.^nTlS 

mg  to  bother  aman  fromS Mirror.  He  was  soon  installed 

as  night  editor.  .   ̂ Uled 

Jumer  ̂    my  obvious 

choice  as  a   replacement  when 
I   quit  the  Daily  Star  in  a   fitot 
pique.  Victor  Matthews^Tra felgaris  boss  at  the  Express 

group,  was  determined  that  i should  stay  in.  Manchester 
tookmg  after  the  fledgling 
Daffy  Star.  1   was  equate 
termmed  to  get  back  to  mv 

proper  job  as  editor  of  the Daily  Express.  That  was  the 

end  of  my  career,  too. 

Turner  was  quite  happy  to 

be  in  Manchester.  He  had 
worked  on  the  Manchester 

Evening  News  as  an  indus- trial reporter  after  arriving  in 

Britain  from  Australia’s  New- castle Morning  Herald  on  a 
Commonwealth  Press  Union 
scholarship  in  the  mid-1960s At  the  Daily  Star,  he  started 

Turner . . .   battle  scarred 

with  the  usual  lefty  senti- 
ments —   ‘Tm  not  a   tit  and 

bum  man,"  he  claimed  —   and for  a   time  be  managed  to 

sustain  the  paper's  support 
for  Labour  that  I   had  insisted 

upon.  The  honeymoon  was soon  over.  Before  long,  like 
most  of  the  others,  the  Daily 
Star  was  hailing  Margaret 

Thatcher  as  the  saviour  of 

the  nation.  Victor  Matthews's peerage  was  already  in  toe 

post 

Even  bingo  toiled  the  new editor.  It  was  say  ̂ secret 

weapon  and  proved  the  most successful  circulation  gim- 
mick in  history.  Within  15 

months,  we  were  selling 
1,250,000  copies  a   day.  By  the 
time  Turner  arrived  in  1980. 
the  Sun  and  the  Mirror  had 
got  the  message.  Prize  money 
went  through  the  roof  It  was 

a   price  the  Express  board 

would  not  pay.  The  Star's circulation  has  been  Sliding ever  since. 

As  Lloyd  Turner  always 

said  with  a   rueful  laugh:  it's 
tough  at  the  top  in  tabloid 
newspapers. 

Derek  Jameson 

Lloyd  Tumor,  journalist,  bom 

October  2, 1936;  died  September 

12, 1996  • 

Birthdays 

Sir  Jeremy  Child,  actor,  52; 
David  Cregan,  playwright 

65;  John  Dankworth,  band- 
leader, jazz  musician,  69: 

Geoffrey  Dear,  HM  Inspec- 
tor of  Constabulary,  Mid- 

lands. 59;  Deborah  Dey,  dan- 
cer, 32;  The  Very  Rev 

George  Earle  SJ,  Jesuit 

leader.  71;  Mike  Hall,  Labour 

MP,  44;  John  Harle,  saxo- 
phonist 40;  The  Rt  Rev  Colin James,  former  Bishop  of 

Winchester,  70;  Lt-Gen  Sir 

Garry  Johnson,  chair,  Inter- national Defence  Advisory 
Board  to  the  Baltic  States,  59; 
Sophia  Loren,  actress,  62; 
Anne  McIntosh.  Conserva- 

tive MEP.  42;  Jane  Manning, 

soprano.  58;  Christine  Oddy. Labour  MEP,  41;  Maggie 

Rae,  lawyer,  chair.  Fabian 
Society,  47;  Alan  Simpson, 

Labour  MP.  46,  Joe  Temper- 
ley,  jazz  musician,  67;  Sir 
John  Whitehead,  former 
ambassador  to  Japan,,  64; 

Fred  Winter,  National  Hunt 

trainer,  70.  •   -   • 
Death  Notices 
ALLEN.  On 
(Stevei  (A  0i 

ember  TUi.  vuMtM. rv  Mortimer.'  egad  e 
funeral  Si. Mary's  Church  cieobUY 

mar.  Tuesday  September  Z4th  11 J 

                iiaam Family  flowers.  Donations  tor  British  HWt 
Foundation.  Donations  and  bwjuMsB.WrJ- 

Burton  F/0's,  fel.  Cleooury-  Morosw 

(012981  270420 

In  Memoriam 

FREEDMAN,  Alan  M.  in  loving  memory  aj 

a   much  beloved  husband,  Whor  and brother  Sorely  missed  by  his.  grfwMfl 

family 

■To  place  your  announcement  telephone 0171  713  4W7.  Fax  (Tin  713  4123  v 

Rocked  souls 

“I  WAS  following  the  Lord 
wholeheartedly  until  we 
switched  churches  and  1   was 
invited  to  the  new  youth 
group.  I   had  a   conviction 
against  rock  music,  but  as  I 
was  surrounded  by  it,  my  be- 

liefs were  corrupted.  This 
music  eventually  led  to  rebel- 

lion and  moral  failures.  The 
Lord  has  gained  victory  in 
my  life  now,  but  the  music 
still  brings  on  rebellion  if  I 
listen  to  it  Please  get  rid  of 

this  music  and  play  melodi- 

ous. harmonious  music!" A   Fifteen- Year-Old  Student 
From  Pennsylvania 
*■  ‘Ciiristian  rock'  had  made 
me  a   shallow,  rebellious 

young  Christian.  It  made  it 
easy  for  me  to  get  into  regular 
rock  music.  When  I   finally 
submitted  to  God  and  got  the 
rock  music  out  of  my  life,  I 
was  a   ble  to  see  the  double 
standard  that  is  lived  out  by 
‘Christian  rock'  musicians. 
‘Christian  rock'  does  not 
praise  God  and  it  Is  worse  than 
regular  rock  because  I   think  it 
is  hypocritical.  Rock  is  wrong 
and  addictive  and  has  contrib- 

uted to  my  moral  failure.  I 
praise  Godfor  His  help  in 
releasing  me  from  It.” 
An  Eighteen-Year-Old 
Student  From  Indiana 

"I  bega  n   to  listen  to  ‘Christian 
rock’  without  the  blessing  of 
my  father.  He  told  me  that  If  I 
listened  to  ‘Christian  rock'  it would  open  the  door  for  Satan. 
I   just  laughed,  and  listened 
anyway.  It  totally  deadened 
my  Christian  growth  and  led 
to  terrible  immorality,  rebel- 

lion. and  rejection  of  God.  It 
then  developed  into  secular, 
hard  rock.  Now  all  I   can  do  is 
go  back  and  pick  up  the 
pieces.  But  I   still  have  a   scar  in 
my  life  that  will  never  be 

removed.” 
A   Sixteen- Year-Old  Student 
From  Oklahoma 

“   ‘Christian  rock’  has  hin- 

dered my  life  because  the  only 

difference  between  ‘Christian 
rock’  and  secular  rock  is  the 
words.  The  beat,  rhythm,  and 
the  melody  are  not  different; 
they  are  the  same.  It  does  not 
matter  whether  I   listen  to  sec- 

ular or  ‘Christian  rock’,  when 
the  songs  are  over,  I   feel  the 
same.  I   feel  an  emptiness  In 
my  soul,  a   heavy  burden.  Even 
’Christian  rock’  sometimes 
makes  me  feel  like  going  out 

and  getting  rowdy  or  even 
hurting  someone  else  if  they 
provoke  me. and  that  is 
against  all  of  God's  teachings, 
and  everything  God  stands 

for.  So  get  rid  of  all  rock!!!” A   Twenty -One-Year-Old 
Student  From  Michigan 
Never  can  the  the  creators  of 
Christian  rock  have  thought  in 
a   hundred  years  their  music 
was  going  to  cause  such  moral 
devastation.  Further  testimo- 

nies are  at  http://ivww.a- 

Vl611.org, ‘crock 'crock- ids.html.  Thanks.  L   Marshall. 

Bird  games 
A   CORNISH  council  is  using 
high-powered  water  pistols  to 
scare  off  sea  vending  gulls. 

Carrie k   Council's  head  of environmental  health,  John 

Hewitt,  said  the  move  fol- 
lowed a   suggestion  that  water 

weapons  discouraged  cats 
and  dogs  and  might  also  be 
effective  on  gulls. 

Harmless  games  for  the  Cor- nish council.  Country  Life 

Bird  control 
BERLIN  has  too  many 

pigeons,  so  Karl  Rademacher 
came  up  with  the  obvious answer  a   birth  control  pill 
for  female  pigeons.  Gerhard 
Engelmann  of  the  Berlin 
health  commission  looked  at 
the  methods  used  by  other 
cities  before  deciding  to  use 
Rademacher's  pilL  The  pilL 
disguised  as  a   kernel  of  corn, 
consists  of  plastic  encased 

hormones  coated  in  com- 

meaL  As  pigeons don't  have 
teeth,  the  pill  is  sw’allowed 
whole.  Male  pigeons  are  un- 

affected (they  don't  develop  a 
high  pitched  coo)  and  if  the females  eat  too  many,  they 

simply  cough  them  up  be- cause their  stomachs  an?  so 
small.  Rademacher  estimates 
that  the  females  will  need  to 
eat  one  pLU  every  three 

months  to  prevent  them  con- 
ceiving and  expects  his  pill 

will  cut  Berlin's  pigeon  num- bers by  half.  In  the  Kreuzberg 
area  alone  there  are  over  6000 

pigeons,  known  to  the  locals 
as  “flying  rats".  Every  three 
months  for  a   year,  £17.000 
worth  of  pills  will  be  spread in  Kreuzberg. 

If  the  campaign  fails,  maybe 
they  will  try  condoms.  More 
birds  getting  battered, 
reported  in  the  New  Scientist 

Pam’s  insight 
I   DREAMT  that  Tommy  was 

taking  me  to  Ronald  Reagan's 
birthday  party.  We're  all dressed  up  and  pack  all  the 

baby  things  into  the  truck. When  we  get  there  we  get 

everything  out  of  the  truck 
and  there’s  Ronald  Reagan 
and  there’s  four  rows  of  kids, 

like  four  by  four.  There’s  a poodle  in  every  row  spaced 
between  the  kids,  on  the  diag- 

onal. And  they  were  all  line 
dancing.  I’m  sitting  there 
watching  the  entertainment, 

and  Tommy  goes.  'Til  be 
right  back.  I'm  gonna  find  a 

girl  that  looks  like  you.”  So  he leaves.  I   zoom  in  on  Ronald 

Reagan  and  realise  he’s  an 
impersonator. 

Oh,  my  God,  he’s  left  me  in a   mental  institution  with  all 

my  baby  stuff.  So  I   go  run- ning outside  and  I   see  four rows  of  women  naked  from the  waist  down  praying  to 

Buddha.  I   go,  “Excuse  me,  is 
there  any  way  I   can  get  a   cab 
here?”  And  they  go.  “WelL 
the  men's  cabs  to  the  right 
and  the  women’s  to  the  left and  there's  no  cabs  going  to 

Like  a   dream  . . .   The  Face 

the  left,  so  I   think  women 
can’t  get  a   cab  today.”  So  I   go 

inside  and  there’s  Anna Nicole  on  an  IV.  I   go.  “Do  you need  me  to  break  you  out  of 
here?"  And  she  goes,  “I  can’t, I’m  a   ward  of  the  state,"  So I’m  like,  oh  my  God,  I   really 

am  in  a   mental  institution. 
I   go  outside  again  and  I   see 

this  really  tiny  lego  car  com- ing towards  me.  Tm  trying  to 
open  the  door  really  carefully ’cause  I   don’t  want  to  break 

it.  and  Tm  trying  to  get  in  and 

my  stomach’s  too  big.  I   look 
inside  and  there's  Tommy  in 
the  front  and  he  goes  I'm  go- 

ing to  break  you  out  of  here! 
Ya  know  what  I   didn’t  really want  to  find  another  girl  that 
looks  like  you.  I   just  wanted 

to  go  party  with  my  friends for  a   white — come  on,  get 
in.”  And  then  I   woke  up. 

Pamela  Anderson 's  dream, which  she  wanted  to  be  printed 

as  then  people  would  know 
everything  they  needed  to  know 
about  her.  The  Face 

Cat  control 
WAVE  TO  THE  CATS 
Note;  If  there  are  no  cats  in 
the  room,  your  only  audience 

may  be  Paul.  Yes,  indeed,  you 
can  control  a   fully  functional 
robotic  hand.  Provided  that you  believe  that  the  only  _ 

function  for  hands  is  waving. 
This  high  quality  hand  rep- 

lica was  made  with  the  finest 

of  poster  board.  It  is  mounted 
on  a   hobby  servo  motor.  You 
can  select  one  of  four  differ- 

ent sizes  of  waves. 

Click  here  to  start  waving. 

Thank  you  for  your  wave. I’ve  carefully  observed  toe 
cats’  reaction  to  the  band. 

Master  will  stare  at  it  when  it moves,  the  other  three  cats, 
Callie.  Mutant  and  Katrina, 
just  ignore  it 

This  hand  is  connected  to  toe 

basic  stamp  on  Paul’s  desk. 

Bored,  then  go  back  to  Paul's 

Home  Page. 

Where  you  can  either  check  the 
temperature  of  his  fridge  or  his 
bath  tub  !   Paul ’s  Home  Page  is at  www.  hamjudo.  com/ 

Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
jackdaw&guardian.co.uk:Jax 0171-713 4366;  Jackdaw.  The 
Guardian.  llSParringdon 
Road.  London  EClR  3ER. 
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OFT  acts  on  pension  fiasco 
‘Rising  unease’ at  sales  methods 
Richard  Miles 

THE  OFFICE  of  Fair 
Trading 

 
institute

d  
a 

far-rea
ching  

in- 
quiry into  personal

 
pensions

  
yesterda

y, 

as  the  industry
  
continue

s  
to 

drag  its  heels  over  compen- 

sating people  who  were  hood- 
winked into  leaving 

 
their 

company 
 
pension 

 schemes.
 

The  inquiry  will  look  at  the 
£2  billion  mis-sellmg  scandal, 
where  up  to  1.5  million  people 
may  have  been  disadvantaged 
by  taking  out  a   personal  pen- 

sion, and  what  can  be  done  to 
boost  consumer  confidence 
in  the  financial  services 
industry. 

Its  report,  scheduled  for 
publication  in  the  first  half 
of  next  year,  is  expected  to 

Biggest 
store 
raises 
hue 
and  cry 
Pauline  Springett 

sees  guests  flock 

to  Benetton’s 
new  megastore 

THE  world’s  largest 
Benetton  store  was 
opened  yesterday  in 

London's  Oxford  Circus  by 
company  president  Luciano 
Benetton,  with  help  from  a 
flock  of  multi-coloured sheep. 

The  opening  ceremony, 

symbolic  of  Benetton's  idio- syncratic and  controversial 
advertising  campaigns  — 
involved  Mr  Benetton  pay- 

ing tribute  to  the  sheep, 
which  had  arrived  by  taxi 

and  an  open-top  Rolls 
Royce. 
Speaking  In  Italian,  he 

described  the  sheep  — 
which  had  been  coloured 
bine,  green  yellow  and  blue 
with  vegetable  dye  —   as 
“very  efficient  suppliers 
who  even  work  on  Christ- 

mas Day”.  Benetton  is  the 
world’s  largest  consumer  of wooL 

The  Benetton  megastore 
occupies  a   17,000  sq  ft  site 

contain  a   series  of  recom- 
mendations for  ministers,  fi- 

nancial regulators  and  the 
pensions  industry  on  how 

/CifperCjUl' 
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any  mis-selling  problems can  be  minimised. 

John  Bridgeman,  director 

genera]  of  the  OFT,  said:  “At a   time  when  consumers  are 
having  to  become  more  proac- 

tive in  the  way  they  provide 
for  their  retirement,  there  is 
also  increasing  unease  about 
pensions  products  and  the 
selling  methods  employed  by the  industry. 

“We  will  be  looking  at  the 

broader  picture  —   at  the  in- 
nate weaknesses  in  the  sys- 

tem which  allowed  mis-sell- 
ing and  at  classes  or  types  of 

pensions.  We  want  to  estab- 
lish what  happens  at  the 

point  of  sale  and  what  influ- 

ences consumer  choice/* Two  years  into  the  review 
of  mis-sold  personal  pensions, 
redress  has  been  offered  to 
only  a   handful  of  victims. 
Many  are  teachers,  nurses, 
miners  and  other  public  sec- 

tor workers  who  were  per- 

suaded by  insurance  sales- 
men not  to  join  their 

employer’s  pension  scheme. 
Figures  published  in  April 

by  the  Personal  Investment 
Authority,  the  financial  regu- 

The  1 ,5m  potential  victims 
□   Mora  than  fnrentaGon  people  have  a   personal  pension. 
Howewer,  two-thirds  of  poGcyhoMara  make  no 
r   nntrihntloiM  of  their  own,  retytog  solely  on  rebates  from 
the  State  ramhigi  Related  Pension  Scheme  (Sc rpa). 

□   More  than  lOmBIEon  people  are  members  of  company 
pension  schemes,  with  the  vast  majority  belonging  to  final 
salary  schemes-  They  can  expect  to  receive  two-thirds  of 
tftefr  final  salary  as  a   retirement  income  after  25  years  of service. 

□   Some  1.5  mDtlon  people  may  have  been  wrongly  advised 
to  switch  from  a   company  pension  scheme  to  a   personal 
pension,  despite  the  generally  superior  benefits  and 
greater  security  of  company  schemes. 

□   Sales  of  personal  pensions  dropped  by  around  20  per 
cent  in  1 995  after  the  d6b&cle  was  revealed. 

Iator  overseeing  the  review, 
show  that  only  £6.7  million 
has  so  far  been  paid  in  com- 

pensation. to  just  7,000  vic- tims. The  total  compensation 
bill  is  estimated  at  £2  billion. 

But  the  OFT  said  the  timing 
of  its  inquiry  should  not  be 
taken  as  a   reflection  of  its  dis- 
satisfication  with  the  pace  of 
the  review,  nor  with  the  PIA 
and  the  chief  regulator,  the 

Securities  and  Investments 
Board,  despite  widespread 
criticism  of  the  way  they  have 

handled  the  debacle. 
OFT  officials  will  also  in- 

vestigate design  flaws  in  per- 

sonal pensions  which  disad- 
vantage the  self-employed  and 

women  who  take  career 
breaks.  They  said  the  inquiry 

would  also  include  compari- 
sons with  the  pension  indus- 

tries of  other  countries.  The 
TUC.  which  has  campaigned 

vigorously  on  behalf  of  its 
members  for  speedier 

redress,  welcomed  the  OFT*s inquiry. 
Pensions  officer  Joanne 

Segars  said:  “This  has  been 
one  of  the  biggest  financial 
scandals  of  all  time.  It  would 
have  been  helpful  if  the  OFT 
had  done  this  some  time  ago. 
John  Denham,  the  Labour 

Party's  spokesman  on  pen- 

sions, said:  “We  would  wel- come any  initiative  which 
would  push  forward  the 
review.  Up  to  this  point,  the 
Government  has  shown  scant 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the 
review  and  has  not  seemed  to 
give  it  the  priority  it  de- 

serves." 

But  Standard  Life,  one  of 

the  biggest  providers  of  per- 
sonal pensions,  expressed  its 

concerns.  “If  the  OFT  exer- 
cise clears  the  air.  that’s  fine. But  if  it  is  something  that 

says  there  are  a   lot  of  prob- lems with  the  industry, 
would  feel  very  unhappy, 

said  general  manager  (mar- 
keting) John  Hylands. 

To  dye  for . . .   Luciano  Benetton  shepherds  star  attractions  to  the  opening  of  his  company's  biggest  store 

on  three  floors.  Another 

opens  on  New  York’s  Fifth Avenue  next  mouth,  high- 
lighting a   move  towards 

larger  stores  —   traditional 
Benetton  outlets  have  been 
small,  boutique  shops. 
The  Oxford  Circus  store 

will  be  used  to  try  out  new 
lines,  systems  and  fabrics. 
The  shop  will  also  have  ex- 

hibition space,  plus  DJs 
and  live  performances  firom 
bands.  It  will  stock  the  full 
Benetton  and  Sisley  ranges, 

children’s  wear  Aram  the 
Zerotondo  and  012  ranges, 
and  a   new  maternity  line, 
Mamma  of  Benetton. 
Mr  Benetton  said  that,  al- 

though the  retail  clothing 
market  had  recently  been 

slack,  bis  120  UR  shops  had 
shown  a   20  per  cent  rise  In sales. 

Benetton,  which  was 
founded  in  1966  by  the 

eponymous  family,  has 
7,000  shops  in  120 
countries.  The  Benetton 

group  is  now  much  more thaw  a   clothing  company. 

The  business  includes  For- 

mula One  racing,  roadside 
restaurants,  hypermarkets, 

property,  merchant  bank- ing and  sports  goods. 
The  empire  is  controlled 

by  Luciano,  his  brothers 
GUberto  and  Carlo,  and  his 

sister  Glullanaone.  Numer- 
ous Benetton  children  are 

also  involved  in  running 

parts  of  the  business. 
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The  Benetton  shops  are. 
not  owned  by  the  company. 

They  operate  on  what  some 

might  describe  as  a   fran- chising basis  but  Luciano 
prefers  to  call  a   licensing 

system. 

Managers  of  the  stores 

pay  Benetton  for  its  goods and  then  have  free  use  of 
the  company  image. 

Notebook 

Maxwell’s  web 
remains  tangled 

Alex  Brummer 

M R   JUSTICE  Buckley’s 
decision  not  to  put 
Kevin  Maxwell,  his 

family  and,  as  importantly, 
another  jury  through 

second  lengthy  pension  fraud 
trial  does  not  draw  a   thick 
black  line  under  the  most  col- 

ourful financial  scandal  of  the 
1990s.  Instead,  it  reopens  the 

long-running  debate  about 
the  future  of  the  Serious 
Fraud  Office,  the  use  of  juries 
in  complex  fraud  cases  and 
the  whole  structure  of  regula- 

tion and  justice  in  the  City.  In 

much  the  same  way  as  crimi- 
nal insider  trading  cases  are 

now  virtually  never  brought, 
because  the  burden  of  proof  is 

too  high  and  the  evidence 
regarded  as  too  complex  for 

juries,  so  the  SFO  has.  in  ef- 
fect, become  shy  of  high-pro- file prosecutions. 

Moreover,  while  Pandora 
Maxwell  was  clearly  able  to 
convince  Mr  Justice  Buckley, 

with  some  justification  per- 
haps, that  she  and  her  family 

had  been  subjected  to  what 
the  Americans  might  call 
cruel  and  unusual  punish- 

ment the  public  pillorying  of 

the  good  Maxwell  name  is  not 
over  yet  While  the  wheels  of 
justice  have  been  slowly 

grinding  along,  other  inqui- 
ries related  to  the  Maxwell  af- 
fair were  put  on  hold:  expect 

them  now  to  spring  back  to 
life.  Of  these,  plainly  the  most 

important  is  the  full-scale  DTI 
inquiry  into  the  hype  sur- 

rounding the  flotation  of  Mir- ror Group  Newspapers  in 

May  1991  —   a   last  desperate 
attempt  by  the  late  swindler Robert  Maxwell  to  keep  his 

foundering  empire  afloat. 

In  this  investigation  find- 

ings by  a   hard-headed  barris- ter and  chartered  accountants 

might  well  result  in  new 
efforts  to  bring  prosecutions. 
In  addition,  the  Commons 

Social  Security  committee  in- 
tends to  press  ahead  with  its 

interrupted  inquiry  and  there 
is  the  possibility  that  the 

younger  Maxwells’  new  busi- ness careers  —   selling  satel- lite television  to  the  Russians 
—   could  be  curtailed  by  DTI 

action  to  disqualify  them  as 
directors. 

Sumitomo’s 
copper  rigging 
bill  up  by  50pc 
Paul  Murphy 

SUMITOMO  Corporation, 
the  Japanese  conglom- 

erate whose  chief  cop- 
per trader,  Yasuo  Hamanaka, 

rigged  the  world  market  in 
the  metal  for  a   decade,  admit- 

ted yesterday  that  the  bill  for 
the  debacle  has  risen  by  al- 

most half  to  $2.6  billion 
(£1.7  billion). 

The  news  —   accompanied 

by  a   statement  from  Sumi- 
tomo saying  it  would  press 

criminal  charges  against  Mr 
Hamanaka  —   emerged  with  a 
revised  earnings  estimate 
from  the  Japanese  group, 
which  said  it  expected  to 
show  a   loss  of  £870  million 
thic  financial  year,  against 
profits  of  £140  million  a   year earlier. 

Mr  Hamanaka,  who  stands 
accused  of  propping  up  the 
price  erf  copper  through  a 
string  of  unauthorised  deals 
conducted  through  the  Lon- don Metals  Exchange,  has 
evaded  the  attention  erf  the 
world’s  media  for  the  past three  months. 

Sumitomo  said  it  now  ap- 
pears that  a   small  “off  the 

books”  loss  made  by  Mr  Ha- 
manaka in  1985  escalated 

more  than  40-fold  as  the 
trader  tried  to  win  back 
losses  with  massive,  secret 

trading.  A   60-strong  taskforce 
is  said  to  be  sifting  through 
2,000  boxes  erf  documents. 

But  while  Sumitomo’s  orig- 

inal $1.8  billion  losses  fore- 
cast in  June  has  been  treated 

as  a   wild  under-estimate,  a 
statement  from  the  group  yes- 

terday indicating  it  has  still 
not  unwound  all  its  trading 

positions  in  copper  left  the mpfalg  markets  in  a   renewed 

state  of  flux.  “We  know  Ha- manaka bad  huge  positions 
and  there  is  a   suspicion  that 
these  are  still  overhanging 
the  market  even  if  they  are 

now  owned  by  someone  else," one  metals  dealer  said. 
Mr  Hamanaka  mainly  used 

a   number  of  British  broking 

houses  to  carry  out  his  busi- 
ness —   most  notably  Win- 

chester Commodities,  whose 

owners.  Charles  Vincent  and 

Ashley  Levett  made  windfall 

profits  from  the  Japanese 
trader’s  business.  Winches- 

ter. which  has  stated  that  all 
its  dealings  were  above  board 

and  properly  reported  to  reg- ulators. along  with  several 
other  brokers.  Is  the  subject 

erf  a   Serious  Fraud  Office  in- 

quiry, while  the  City’s  chief regulator,  the  Securities  and 

Investments  Board,  is  review- 

ing the  LME  as  a   whole. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  US  a   con- 

gressional hearing  into  the  af- 
fair began  this  week. 

David  King,  chief  executive 

of  the  LME,  has  written  to  the
 

House  Banking  Committee  in
 

Washington  outlining  his  ver- 

sion of  how  and  when  the 

LME’s  investigation  into  Mr 

Hamanaka's  activities  pro- 

Societies  win  £1 00m  tax  victory 
Teresa  Hunter 

leading  mortgage 

groups  won  a   landmark 
victory  yesterday  in  a   10- 

year  tax  battle  with  the  Gov- ernment which  could  trigger 

a   £100  million-plus  windfall 

for  them. The  Halifax,  on  behalf  of 
the  Leeds  Permanent,  the 

Abbey  National,  for  the 
National  &   Provincial,  and 
the  Yorkshire  had  appealed  to 
the  Commission  of  Human 
Rights  after  the  Government 
blocked  any  legal  action  in 
British  courts  relating  to  a 

tax  row  dating  back  to  1986. 
The  Government  now  faces 

the  embarrassment  erf  a   defeat 

in  the  European  Court  of 
Human  Rights,  which  typi- 

cally backs  the  findings  of  the 
commission,  and  the  prospect 

of  a   large  bill  for  taxpayers. 
The  court  is  not  exported  to 
hear  the  case  until  late  next 

year. 

The  disagreement  began 
when  the  Government 

switched  from  gathering  sav- 
ings tax  under  the  composite 

rate  system  —   which  applied 
to  all  accounts  and  was  the 

responsibility  of  the  institu- tions —   to  taxing  savers individually. 

The  Woolwich,  Leeds  Per- 
manent, National  &   Provin- cial and  Yorkshire  were 

among  a   group  of  building societies  which  claimed  that 

they  had  been  taxed  twice  be- cause of  a   late  year-end.  They 

said  the  Revenue's  transi- 
tional arrangements  left  them 

paying  both  composite  rate 
tax  and  the  new  tax  for  sev- eral months  of  the  first  year. 

The  Woolwich,  which  suf- fered most,  began  judicial 

procedings  against  the  Gov- ernment in  1986,  thereby 

sparking  a   four-year  legal battle  which  ended  in  a   House 

of  Lords  defeat  for  the  Gov- ernment 

The  Woolwich  received  a 

tax  rebate  of  £100  million  — 
triggering  a   spate  of  claims 
from  other  institutions. 
These  were  immediately 

blocked  by  the  1991  Finance 
Act  which  changed  the  law  to 

rule  out  further  claims.  The 

Leeds,  now  part  of  the  Hali- fax. (hen  launched  a   legal 
action  against  the  Treasury. 
This  was  in  turn  stifled  by  the 

1992  Finance  Act  which  out- lawed all  further  proceedings 
in  British  courts. 
A   Halifax  spokesman  said: 

"Halifax  chief  executive  Mike 
Blackburn,  who  was  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Leeds,  felt  that 

the  Government  was  infring- 

ing the  society's  basic  human 

rights  by  denying  it  a   fan- hearing  in  the  courts. “This  view  has  now  been 

upheld  by  the  European  Com- mission of  Human  Rights, 

which  has  supported  our 
view  that  everyone  is  entitled 

to  a   lair  and  public  hearing." 

Hambros  and  Regent  truce  over 

Hong  Kong  group  threatens  bank  with 
break-up.  Paul  Murphy  reports 

EPORTS  earlier  this 

month  of  a   truce  be- 
_   tween  Hambros,  one  of 
London’s  few  remaining  inde- 

pendent merchant  banks,  and 
rebel  shareholder  Regent  Pa- 

cific appeared  premature  yes- 
terday after  the  aggressive 

Hong  Kong-based  investment 
house  said  it  had  given  Ham- bros a   deadline  of  today  to 

come  up  with  restructuring 

proposals. Regent,  which  is  best 
known  for  launching  break- 

up bids  for  investment  trusts, 
revealed  it  had  built  a   3   per 
cent  stake  in  Hambros  last 

month  and  immediately  slam- 
med the  bank’s  performance as  “diabolical”  —   a   charge 

dismissed  by  Hambro’s  chief executive  Sir  Chips  Keswick 

as  “gratuitously  rude". Now  Regent,  which  has  just 
completed  a   restructuring  of 

its  own  ownership,  is  threat- 
ening to  muster  the  support 

of  other  Hambros  sharehold- 
ers to  get  the  banking  group 

broken  up  if  it  fails  to  realise 
shareholder  value  itself. 

"We  obviously  don’t  have 
the  means,  certainly  not  at 

the  moment,  to  buy  the  com- 
pany and  to  dismember  it.  but 

there  are  hits  of  Hambros  that 
would  demand  a   much  higher 

price  outside  the  current 
structure/'  James  Mellon. Regent's  managing  director, 
said  yesterday. 

Relations  between  the  two 

parties  appeared  to  have calmed  following  a   meeting 
between  Sir  Chips  and  three 
Regent  directors  10  days  ago. 
But  Regent  now  wants  an 
“adequate”  response  to  a   let- 

ter. containing  the  September 
20  deadline,  which  sets  out  its 

proposals.  These  are  said  to 
include  a   £500  million  repay- 

ment of  capital  to  sharehold- 
ers. together  with  the  sale  of 

Hambro’s  51  per  cent  stake  in 

estate  agency  Hambro  Coun- trywide and  its  54  per  cent 
holding  in  Hambro  Insurance 

Services  —   possibly  yielding 
another  £200  million. 
Mr  Mellon  believes  shares 

in  Hambros  are  worth  350p 

against  yesterday’s  stock market  quote  of  260'/4p  and 
Regent's  acquisition  price  of 

242pa  Share. "Our  preferred  route  is  that 

the  company  pays  back  a   sub- stantial amount  of  capital  to 

the  shareholders,"  he  said.  "If they're  unprepared  to  do  that 

we’ll  go  to  the  other  share- holders and  solicit  support 

for  some  kind  of  restructur- 

ing and  Fm  sure  we’ll  be  suc- 
cessful because  they  don't have  a   constituency  of  sup- 

port” Mr  Mellon  said. Hambros  was  maintaining 

Its  silence  on  the  affair  yester- 
day. 

A   S   ALWAYS 
ZA  casions,  the 

/ inspected  toi 
S   ALWAYS  on  these  oc- 

the  SFO  can  be 

take  the  flak. To  a   certain  extent  it  should. 
Its  conduct  of  the  first  case 

against  the  Maxwells  was 
seen  universally  as  flaccid. 

However,  it  decision  to  atom- 
ise the  charges  —   so  as  to 

spare  the  jurors  the  multiplic- 
ity of  complex  charges  seen  in the  unsuccessful  case  against 

the  Blue  Arrow  defendants  — 
was  viewed  as  sensible.  The 
SFO’s  choice  in  coming  for- ward with  a   second  group  of 

charges  against  Kevin  Max- 

well may  have  been  aberra- tional, but  was  a   choice  left 
open  by  the  decision  to  bold 
back  in  the  first  instance. What  is  more  worrying 

than  George  Staple  and  the 

SFO  pounding  on.  is  the  grow- 

ing impression  that  it  has  be- come gun-shy.  Nowhere  was this  more  evident  than  in  the 

case  of  the  prosecution  of  Bar- 
ing trader  Nick  Leeson,  when the  SFO  was  quite  happy  to 

sit  on  its  hands  and  let  the 
more  summary  justice  system 

in  Singapore  do  its  stuff. 
The  current  spin  from  the 

SFO.  of  which  there  was 

plenty  as  Mr  Justice  Buckley 
prepared  to  do  his  stuff,  is 
that  as  prosecution  authority 
it  has  done  much  better  with 
medium  size  rather  than  huge 

fraud  cases.  And  this,  unrec- 
ognised to  the  public,  was 

where  successes  have  been. Ti 
HIS  begs  the  question  as to  who  will  prosecute 
serious  fraud  if  the  SFO 

has  become  less  confident  erf 

the  big  City  cases,  of  which 
there  is  still  no  shortage.  One 
solution  being  floated  by  the 
SFO  is  higher  quality  juries, 

containing  the  likes  erf  bank 
managers,  accountants  and 
business  experts.  That  is  fine 
except  panels  of  such  people, 
which  existed  before  1970  but 
were  abolished,  might  not  be 

that  easy  to  find  because  of 

professional  work  commit- ments. This  incidentally  is  a 
shift  anyway  for  the  SFO 

which  until  recently  was  ar- 

guing in  public  for  the  Roskill Commission  proposals  of  a 
smaller  panel  of  adjudicators 
sitting  with  a   judge,  rather 

than  jury  triaL 

There  is  a   great  deal  of  in- terest in  the  City,  particularly 

at  the  Stock  Exchange  which 

is  responsible  for  much  moni- 
toring of  share  price  move- ments. in  building  a   stronger 

edifice  of  civil  law  —   adminis- 
tered through  an  all-powerful 

Securities  and  Investments 
Board  —   which  could  provide 
more  efficient  summary  jus- 

tice and  engage  in  the  kind  of 

plea  bargaining  which  is 
characteristic  of  the  US  sys- 

tem of  financial  justice. 

A   greater  emphasis  would 
also  be  put  on  financial  resti- tution which  would  mean  that 
the  assets  and  future  earnings 

of  those  who  plundered  pen- 
sion funds,  could  be  attached and  sequestered  to  pay  back 

victims.  In  the  Maxwell  case, 

it  has  never  fully  been  deter- 
mined what  happened  to  the 

missing  £400  million,  which 
was  not  fully  dissipated  in 

propping  up  Maxwell  commer- 
cial enterprises. 

In  some  respects,  it  would 
have  been  unjust  had  Robert 
Maxwell's  sons  been  forced  to 

carry  all  the  burden  of  their 
father's  wrongdoings.  As  was 
disclosed  in  the  first  trial  and 
since,  he  was  a   bully  who  was 
hard  to  resist  But  whereas  his 

sons  may  have  found  this  diffi- cult to  deal  with.  City  institu- 
tions have  a   duty  to  be  more 

wary.  That  is  why  the  outcome 
of  the  DTI  inquiry  is  the  more 
fascinating. 

As  well  as  looking  at  the 
antics  of  toe  Maxwells,  it  will 

be  looking  at  the  behaviour  of 
those  who  sponsored  the 
issue.  The  merchant  bank 

Samuel  Montagu  (now  swal- 
lowed up  within  the  HSBC 

group)  and  Smith  New  Court (the  Rothschild  offshoot) 
which  is  now  part  of  Merrill 

Lynch.  Other  advisers  will also  be  scrutinised. 
The  DTI  report  offers  the 

last  best  chance  of  genuinely 

understanding  the  mysteri- 
ous and  frenetic  dealings 

which  preceded  Robert  Max- well’s death  five  years  ago. 

Signet’s  attempt  to  offload 
jewellery  chain  falls  apart 
Pauline  Springett 

Oignet-  toe  debt-laden ^^jewellery  group  which used  to  be  known  as  Ratners, 

yesterday  announced  it  had abandoned  talks  on  the  sale  of 
its  British  chains  H   Samuel 
and  Ernest  Jones. 

The  announcement  was 
made  after  the  stock  market 
had  closed  and  simply  said 
that  a   satisfactory  agreement 

with  the  unnamed  buyer  — 
understood  to  be  venture  cap- 

italist Apax  Partners  —   had not  been  reached. 

Signet  and  Apax  have  been 
thrashing  out  the  deal  for nine  months.  By  May  it 

seemed  that  a   sale  of  the  600 
shops  for  £280  million  was  all 
but  completed.  But  it  later 
emerged  that  the  two  sides 
could  not  agree  over  the 
terms  of  the  shop  leases. 

James  McAdam,  Signet's chairman,  confirmed  that  the 

leases  had  proved  the  insur- mountable sticking  point. 
“We  would  have  ended  up  ex- 

posed, the  contingent  lease liabilities  would  have  rested 

with  Signet.” 
Mr  McAdam  said  it  was  too' early  for  any  fresh  offers  to have  been  received  and  he 

refused  to  confirm  that  Signet 
would  deifinitely  still  want  to 
sell.  “We  are  not  without  our 

own  initiatives/’  he  said,  al- 
though he  declined  to 

elaborate. 

Earlier  this  week  Signet 

reported  a   pre-tax  loss  for  the 
half  year  to  August  3   of  £6 
million,  compared  with  a 
£21.3  million  loss  last  year. 

Initally  Signet  is  under- stood to  have  received  several 
offers,  but  Apax  soon 
emerged  as  the  only  serious 
contender.  Signet  put  the  UK 
side  of  its  operations  on  the 
market  in  January  in  an  at- 

tempt to  reduce  its  debt  of 
£300  million  plus. 

TOURIST  RATES  —   BANK  SELLS 

Australia  1.9150  France  7.76  Italy  2.331  Singapore  21450 
Austria  16.07  Germany  24850  Malta  0.5440  South  Africa  6J0 

Belgium  46.98  Greece  366.00  Netherlands  2.5650  Spain  192.25 

Canada  2.0860  Hong  Kong  11.76  New  Zealand  2.1670  Sweden  10.17 
Cyprus  0.7010  India  55  70  Norway  9.6340  Setter  land  1.B7T0 
Denmark  8.84  Ireland  0.9400  Portugal  234.00  Turkey  135,274 

Finland  7.00  Israel  4   93  Saudi  Arabia  5.62  USA  1.5250 

Supp/lnd  fry  NMWasl  Bank  (oxciudlng  Indian  rupee  and  kiaoH  shekel. 
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remain  immune 

to  shopping  spree 
Rrehanl  Thomas  . 
loenomlCT  Corrwptndwit 

■^RH 

■   .1 07 

BIDDERS  for  thin  rare  3.06- 
carat  pink  diamond,  on 

show  at  London’s  Lanes- 

borough  hotel  yesterday, 
need  old-fashioned  cash. 
writes  Dominic  Walsh. 

Argyle  Diamonds,  which 
is  showing  a   collection  of  47 
pink  diamonds  as  part  of  its 

annual  tender,  said  buyers 

had  to  settle  in  cash  within four  days  of  receiving  their 

invoice.  For  this  stone,  that 

could  mean  up  to  $1  million. 
PHOTOGRAPH;  GRAHAM  TURN® 

EU  seeks  devaluation  curb 
Government  faces  storm  over  move 

to  restrict  sterling’s  room  for 
manoeuvre.  John  Palmer  reports 

IN  A   move  certain  to  Infu- 
riate Tory  Eurosceptics

. 

Britain  will  come  under 

pressure  this  weekend 

from  its  European  part- 
ners to  rule  out  competitive 

devaluation
s  

of  the  pound 

when  a   hard  core  of  countries 

adopt  the  single  currency. 

Chancellor  Kenneth  Clarke 

will  also  be  pressed  by  fellow 
finance  ministers,  meeting  in 

Dublin,  to  agree  that  the  UK's 
exchange  rate  policy  Is  a   mat- 

ter of  "common  concern"  to 
the  EU  as  a   whole  —   implying 
even  closer  consultation  be- 

tween Britain  and  Its  part- 
ners over  economic  policy. 

Finance  ministers  are  ex- 
pected to  brush  aside  British 

doubts  and  warnings,  and 

relaunch  a   reformed  ex- 

change rate  mechanism,  link- 
ing the  euro  to  other  EU  cur- 

rencies outside  monetary 

union  l the  "outs"). 

They  are  determined  to 
keep  EMU  on  track  for  its 
planned  launch  on  January  1, 

1999.  by  approving  a   “stabil- 
ity pact"  binding  countries  to 

keep  their  budget  deficits 
under  long-term  control  after 

the  moves  to  the  single  cur- 
rency are  complete. 

"This  is  a   very  important 
meeting  for  the  credibility  of 
the  whole  EMU  operation.  We 
are  confident  that  there  will 

be  a   political  consensus 
among  member  states  on  all 

these  issues."  a   European 
Commission  official  said  yes- 

terday. "Once  we  have  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  ministers 

for  the  stability*  pact  and  the 
new  ERM.  it  will  be  for  the 
heads  of  government  to  give 
their  forma]  blessing  to  the 

whole  package  at  their  Dublin 

summit  In  December." Although  all  EU  countries 

aiming  to  take  part  in  the 

single  currency  will  be  ex- 
pected to  join  the  new  ERM, 

membership  will  not  be  man- datory. 
This  will  remove  any  need 

for  Britain  to  re-peg  sterling 
inside  the  new  ERM  in  the 

run-up  to  the  1998  decision 
about  which  countries  qualify 

to  take  part  in  the  move  to  a 
single  currency. 
The  ministers  will  also  be 

given  a   confidential  paper  by 

the  European  Monetary  Insti- 

tute. precursor  to  the  pro- 
posed European  Central 

Bank,  setting  out  its  ideas  on 
how  the  new  ERM  should 

work  and  what  exchange  rate 

margins  should  apply  be- 
tween the  euro  and  non-EMU 

currencies  (the  "Ins”  and 

"outs"). 

The  EMI  also  wants  the  pro- 
posed European  central  bank 

to  be  given  powers  to  trigger 
exchange  rate  adjustments 

where  economic  circum- 

stances justify-  this. 
Any  country  judged  to  be 

running  a   “persistent”  and "excessive  deficit"  will  face 
the  prospect  of  being  fined. 

The  proposed  pact  falls  far 

short  of  the  draconian  sanc- 
tions originally  demanded  by 

Bonn.  But  It  is  considered  suf- 

ficiently watertight  for  Ger- 
many to  accept  some  degree of  "flexibility"  in  applying 

the  EMU  treaty  single-cur- rency criteria  in  borderline 

cases. The  commission  and  most 
EU  member  states  want  any 

This  is  a   very 

important 
meeting  for  the 

credibility  of  the  ’ whole  EMU 

operation.  We  are 
confident  there 

will  be  a   political 
consensus 

among  member 
states  on  all 

these  issues’ 

penalties  to  be  imposed  only 
after  errant  governments 

have  been  given  nine  months 
In  which  to  come  up  with  cor- 

rective economic  measures 

Germany  is  still  pushing  for  a 
six-month  period  of  grace  but 

It  will  agree  to  governments 
with  deficits  of  more  titan 

3   per  cent  of  GDP  (rather  than 
the  1   per  cent  it  originally  der 

manded)  having  to  make  non- interest-bearing  deposits  with 

the  central  bank. 
The  rate  of  fines  would 

start  at  about  0.2  per  cent  of 
GDP  but  could  rise  thereafter 
according  to  the  extent  Of  any 
excessive  deficit 

Although  there  will  be  a 
"presumption"  that  sanctions 
should  be  imposed  where  a 

country  runs  an  excessive 
deficit  no  action  will  be  taken 
until  the  commission  has 
made  an  assessment  of  all  the 

circumstances. 
Fbr  all  the  stress  on  the 

long-term  disciplines  in  the 

stability  pact  EMU  govern- ments will  still  have  to  decide 
what  in  each  case  amounts  to 

an  excessive  and  persistent 

deficit 

RICE  pressures  at  the 

ctory  gate  have 

dipped  to  a   three-year 
.low  despite  a   strong 

upturn  in  the  housing  market 
and  on  the  high  street,  the 

GBI  says  today. 
With  firms  dipping  into 

plentiful  stockpiles  to  meet 

growing  consumer  demand, the  employers'  organisation 

said  expectations  of  price  in- creases over  the  summer 
were  at  their  lowest  level 

since  the  middle  of  199S. . ' Giving  its  latest  snapshot  of manufacturing  activity,  CBI 

executives  welcomed  evi- dence of  subdued  inflation, 

which  provides  farther  am- munition to  Chancellor  Ken- 
neth Clarke  In  his  battle  with 

the  Bank  of  England  against 

higher  interest  rates. "The  unchanged  trend  on 

price  pressures .   ..is  likely  to 
exert  downward  pressure  on 

overall  inflation."  said  asso- 
ciate director  Sudhir  Jtman- 

kar. 

The  good  news  on  inflation, 
followed  further  evidence  ear- 

lier this  week  of  a   retail  boom 
and  strong  mortgage  tending 
figures  from  the  Building 
Societies  Association, 

released  yesterday.  ' 
The  BSA  said  total  home 

loans  in  August  were 

£3,814  million.  While  this  was 
down  on  the  £4,113  million 
recorded  in  the  preceding 

month,  the  fall  was  entirely 
accounted  for  by  the  exit  of 

National  &   Provincial  build- 

ing society  from  the  market and  the  usual  end-of-suminer 

dip  to  demand. Seasonally  adjusted  net 

lending  figures,  which  in- clude loan  repayments,  were 

£1,354  million  —   a   four-year 

high.  Adrian  Coles,  the  BSA's 
director-general,  said  "These 

latest  lending  figures  provide 
the  clearest  indication  that 

the  housing  market  is  return-, 

tag  to  health." 

City  analysts  said  the  prop- erty market  recovery  would be  sustained  until  a   spring 
election.  Jonathan  Loynes,  at 

HSBC  James  Capel,  said: "This  is  more  robust  news  on 

the  housing  market  The  next 
few  months  should  see  a   in- 

crease in  housing  transac- 

tions." 

The  CBI  says  the  reviving 

domestic  economy  —   under- pinned by  rising  property 

prices  —   is  boosting  domestic 
orders,  offsetting  a   fall  in 
overseas  demand. 
More  than  a   third  of  the 

1,200  companies  polled  in 

August  said  output  would  rise over  the  last  four  months  of 

the  year,  against  15  per  cent 
predicting  a   fall  in  produc- 

tion. 

Mr  Junankar  said  the 

monthly  Industrial  Trends 
survey  could  mark  the  end  of 
a   long  decline  in  the  factory 
sector. 

"The  improvement  to  de- mand is  encouraging,  al 

though  manufacturers  con- tinue to  be  hampered  by  weak 

exports.  With  companies 

starting  to  make  inroads  in 
their  stocks  of  unsold  goods, 

the  output  increases,  pre- dicted in  this  survey  suggest 

that  manufacturing  industry 

is  poised  to  recover." 
The  only  cloud  on  the  eco- 

nomic horteon  yesterday  was 

an  increase  in  the  Bank  of 
England’s  broad  measure  of 

money  supply.  Mi  which  is 
seen  by  some  economists  as 
an  early  warning  sign  on  in- 

flation. The  Bank  said  the 

stock  of  money  in  the  econo- 
my —   boosted  by  Abbey  Na- tional's takeover  of  the  N&P 

—   rose  at  a   rate  of  9.4  per  cent 
over  the  year  to  August,  up 

from  9.1  per  cent  in  July. 

Although  most  economists said  the  data  would  not  worry 
the  Chancellor,  some  warned 
that  the  Bank  of  England would  use  the  growing 
strength  of  the  money  supply 

to  argue  for  monetary  tight- 

ening. 

Simon  Briscoe,  UK  econo- mist at  the  broker  Nikko 

Europe,  said:  "The  figures  are not  a   cause  for  concern.  But 

this  will  not  stop  the  Bank  of 

England  highlighting  the  sup- 

posed inflationary  threats." 
Money  and  prices 

W'
- 

Percentage  balance  between  factories  predicting  increase  In  prices  and 

those  predicting  price  (aS 

Concrete  maker  whistles  in  the  gloom RMQ 

V.  »   Stock  market  value  C?-9bn 

OUTLOOK/Pauline  Springett  on  the  construction  famine  hitting  RMC’s  share  price 
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MC  tends  to  enjoy  a 

good  relationship  with 
the  City.  It  is  the 

world’s  largest  supplier  of 
ready-mixed  concrete  —   the 
origin  of  Us  name  —   plus  a 
host  of  other  building  materi- 

als. Its  products  have  a   repu- 
tation for  quality,  and  they 

are  not  prone  to  changes  in 
fashion.  Moreover,  the  com- 

pany's management  is 
respected  and  the  balance 
sheet  strong. 

Nevertheless,  RMC  cur- 
rently is  straining  its 

relationship  with  the  City  to 
the  limit  —   witness  the  sharp 

slump  in  the  share  price  yes- terday. 

This  was  caused  not  so 

much  by  the  half-year  profits 
dive  —   RMC  issued  a   profits 

warning  in  May.  The  real 
trouble  is  that  despite  a   val- 

iant attempt  by  the  manage- 
ment to  appear  optimistic,  the 

next  six  months  look  dis- 
tinctly Qat. 

RMC  has  been  caught  out  by 
two  main  factors:  bad  weather 

in  Europe  and  a   building  in- 
dustry in  Germany  which  has 

gone  off  the  boil.  Add  contin- 

ued uncertainty  in  the  UK 
construction  market,  plus 

problematic  markets  else- 
where. and  you  have  a   dis- 

tinctly gloomy  outlook. 
At  the  root  of  poor  results 

fbr  the  first  half  was  the 

severe  winter  in  Europe  —   It 
was  still  snowing  heavily  in 
Austria,  for  instance,  in  early 
summer.  When  the  sun 

finally  shone,  construction  in- dustries in  the  main 

countries  where  RMC  oper- 
ates failed  to  ignite. 

Germany  is  RMC’s  biggest market,  accounting  for  35  per 
cent  of  sales.  The  company 

has  steadily  increased  Its  Ger- man business  in  recent  years, 

and  certainly  took  advantage 

of  the  initial  boost  in  con- 
struction after  the  Berlin  wall 

was  removed.  But  things  have 

changed.  A   decline  in  the  rate 
of  German  housebuilding, 
and  lower  cement  imports 
into  eastern  Germany,  are 

taking  their  toll.  Cost-reduc- 
tion measures  hare  been  ini- 

tiated by  the  firm  but  have 

yet  to  take  effect.  Several  hun- 
dred jobs  have  gone  so  far  and 

more  cuts  are  likely. 

Peter  Young,  chief  executive 
of  RMC.  acknowledged  that 

Germany  was  “problematic’’, adding  that  although  be  be- lieved the  second  half  of  1996 
would  be  better  than  the  first 
sales  were  likely  to  dip  again 

next  year.  "I  can’t  see  it  im- 
proving until  1998,"  he  said. 

In  the  UK  —   RMC's  other main  market  —   the  outlook  is 
more  mixed.  Mr  Young,  who 

must  be  one  of  life’s  opti- mists, said  he  believed  the 
housing  market  was  at  last 

set  to  pick  up,  and  that  the 

ailing  private  finance  initia- tive —   designed  to  co-ftmd 
projects  with  the  Government 
—   “will  actually  happen". 

The  rest  of  Europe  is  also 
mixed.  Mr  Yoang  complained 

that  many  European  econo- 
mies were  being  held  back  be- 

cause tbeir  governments 

were  trying  to  hit  targets  in 

preparation  for  the  single  cur- 
rency. France  in  particular 

was  badly  affected.  Mr  Young 

said  that  while  RMC's  French 
division  turned  in  “another 
dismal  performance",  things 
could  not  get  much  worse. 
Conditions  are  not  bad 

throughout  Europe,  however. 
RMC’s  businesses  in  Portu- 

gal Spain  and  Ireland  are  all 
performing  well,  and  al- 

though each  is  relatively 
small  on  its  own,  the  small 
bits  do  add  up. 

The  US  business  Is  also 

picking  up.  thanks  to  a   revi- talised Californian  construc- tion industry. 

In  the  long  term  the  plan  is 

to  reduce  RMC's  reliance  on 
Germany  and  the  UK.  There 
will  be  further  expansion  in 

Europe  and  in  the  rest  of  the 
world.  The  Israeli  business  is 
buoyant,  and  the  company 

has  recently  started  an  opera- tion in  Jordan. 

There  are  also  plans  to 

move  into  India  —   a   country 
new  to  the  delights  of  ready- 
mixed  concrete. 

But  the  refocusing  is  un- 
likely to  be  achieved  by  large 

purchases.  Instead,  RMC  is 
likely  to  keep  faith  with  its 
traditional  mis  of  organic 

growth  plus  small  bolt-on  ac- quisitions. That  means  it  may 
take  some  years  before  Mr 

Young’s  optimism  bears  fruit 
—   the  City  must  be  patient 

News  Corp 
set  for  big 

profits  rise 
—   Murdoch 

Lisa  Buckingham 

UPERT  Murdoch, 

an  of  News  Cor- 
poration. has  delivered  a 

strongly  upbeat  profit  fore- cast, predicting  that  the 
global  media  group  will 

achieve  a   “very  substan- tial" earnings  increase  in 
the  current  year. 

He  told  shareholders  that 

a   20  per  cent  budgeted 
profit  increase  for  this  year 
—   which'  would  lift  profits 

to  more  than  1.5  billion 
Australian  dollars  (£761 

million)  before  abnormal 
items  —   was  realistic. 

Huge  box  office  takings 
from  Independence  Day. 
the  film  made  by  the 

group’s  20th  Century  Fox 

studios  in  Hollywood,  com- bined with  moderating 

paper  prices  and  strong  ad- vertising demand  for  Fox 
Broadcasting  in  America, 

will  be  at  the  heart  of  the 

profits  surge. 
Mr  Murdoch’s  forecast 

follows  a   6   per  cent  fan  In 

group  profits  before  abnor- mals  to  A31.26  billion  in 

the  year  to  June,  when 
results  were  hit  by  the  dis- 

posal of  HarperColHns  Edu- cational publishing  as  well 
as  continuing  losses  at  Star 

TV,  the  Asian  satellite 
broadcaster. 
His  statement  in  the 

annual  report  Indicates 
that  the  poor  performances 
from  films,  magazines  and 
Australian  newspapers  are 

tinning  around.  Newsprint increases  cost  the  group 

more  than  A$300  million 
dollars  last  time  and  its 
consumer  book  publishing 

business,  HarperCollins. 
was  hit  by  the  collapse  of 
the  Net  Book  Agreement. 
But  Mr  Murdoch  now 

says:  “A  substantial  bud- 
geted profit  increase  tor  the full  year  currently  appears 

very  attainable."  The  News Corporation  stock  price 
rose  8   cents  to  AS6.68  after 
the  announcement. 

Workers  rally  against  anti-PVC  campaign 
Roger  Cowe 

Almost  5,000  chemi- 
cal industry 

 
workers 

joined  a   demonstra
- 

tion in  Dusseldorf
  

yes- 
terday to  support  PVC  against 

growing 
 
environm

entalist
 

criticism
  

of  the  chlorine-
 

based  plastic. 

Delegations  from  across 

Europe  at  the  rally,  organised 
by  the  chemical  industry 
union.  IG  Chemie.  and  AyPU. 
the  PVC  industry  campaign, 
heard  North  Rhine  VTesphalia 
economic  minister.  Wolfing 
Clement,  via  satellite  link, 

say  there  was  no  reason  to 
avoid  using  PVC. 

Industry  representatives 

said  1 00.000  jobs  were  at  risk 
in  the  German  PVC  industry 

as  a   result  of  PVC  substitu- 
tion. Greenpeace  argues  that 

new  jobs  could  be  created  by- 
using  PVC-free  materials. 
Speakers  burst  balloons 

representing  what  they  de- 
scribed as  five  lies  about  the 

plastic  Greenpeace  claims 

man  ulac  turing  chlorine  en- 
dangers the  environment  be- 

cause or  its  heavy  energy  use 

and  the  threat  from  toxic 
chemicals  such  as  mercury 

used  in  production. 
It  says  the  pthalates  used  to 

make  PVC  flexible,  which 

were  discovered  in  baby  milk 

this  year,  are  responsible  for 

reproductive  disorders.  Con- 
troversy has  also  grown  since 

the  Dusseldorf  airport  fire  in 
April  which  killed  17  people. 

PVC  cable  coating  was  widely 
blamed  for  toxic  smoke,  and 

the  plastic  has  been  banned 

in  public  places  by  same  Ger- 
man local  authorities.  - 

The  industry  says  PVC  was 
not  an  important  factor  and 
will  be  exonerated  in  the  final 

report  into  the  fire. 
British  chemical  group  ICI 

is  heavily  involved  in  the 

cliiorlne  industry,  though  it 
has  sold  its  PVC  business. 
DIY  store  B&Q  and 

retailers  such  os  Boots  and 
Sainshury  are  examining  the 

case  for  alternatives.  .Allan 

Knight.  B&Q  environment 
manager,  said  the  case  for 
banning  PVC  was  not  proved. 

"Both  sides  are  wrong.  I’m 
waiting  for  pragmatism  to 

emerge." 

Philip  Law,  spokesman  for 

the  British  Plastics  Federa- 

tion, said  last  night:  "Any burning  produces  toxic 
smoke.  The  removal  of  PVC 
from  construction  materials would  make  hardly  any 

change  to  that  There  are  no 

health,  safety  or  environmen- 

tal reasons  to  abandon  PVC," 
Greenpeace  toxics  cam- 

paigner Benny  HaerlLn  saidi "It’s  PVC  that  turns  a   fire 

into  a   chemical  accident. 

Chemical  workers  would  do 
better  to  demonstrate  for 

long-term  job  security 

through  the  Use  of  chlorine- 

free  plastics." 

The  five  big  ‘lies5 
tt  to  highly  flammable  and  agyavatad  the  airport  btaza  .. 

Industry  says:  it  1b  oneotthe  moat  difficult  materials  to  bum.*  ’ Greenpeace  says:  it  causes  toxic  smoke 
Production  r^u|ro»«atoe>aiwa  amounts  of  energy 

Industry  says:  it  has  a   better  energy  balance  than.other  materials 
Greenpeace  says:  not  across  the  whole  lifecycle  . PVC  Is  not  recycled 

Industry  says:  70  par  cent  is  recyqtable 

Greenpeace  says:  In  Gerrnanyoi^15perc^ritwflt  betjy2QQ5 

K   is  toxic 
-   Industry  says:  dioxins  from  burning  PVC  no  more  hamrtulthan from  a   cigarette  or  barbecue  .   . 

Greenpeace  says:  dioxins  come  from  chforinated  compounds  ; 
It  bs  expensive 

lddi«try  says:  replacing  PVC  would  cost  a   fortune 

Greenpeace  says:  the  cost  of  dean'mg  upfisjenormous  ■ 
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Soma:  CBI  and  Bo£ 

Jobs  seesaw  for 
BA  and  Morrisons 
Swah  Whftebloom 

EVEN  hundred  and  fifty 

lobs  at  British  Airways’ 

"Heathrow  operation 

looked  set  tor  the  axe  last 

night  —   24  hours  after  the 

flag-carrying  airline  disclosed 
that  5.000  posts  were  to  go 
over  the  next  18  months. 

The  news  came  as  Morri- 

sons, the  Bradford- based 
supermarket  chain,  an- nounced that  it  was  to  create 
3,200  new  jobs  by  opening 

four  new  superstores. 
BA’s  plans  became  clear 

yesterday  as  it  announced  the 
closure  of  a   loss-making 

handling  unit  —   which  pro- 
vides ticketing,  check-in. 

cargo,  loading,  ramp-band- ling  and  lost  baggage  for  25 
other  airlines  at  Heathrow 
terminals  two  and  three. 

The  "world’s  favourite  air- 
line” expects  to  be  able  to 

redeploy  or  retrain  the  major- 
ity of  the  750  staff,  although 

redundancy  was  not  being 

ruled  out 
BA’s  sweeping  programme 

News  in  brief 

of  cost  cuts  announced  on 

Wednesday  is  designed  to 

save  El  billion  over  the  next 

three  years.  The  chief  execu- 
tive. Bob  Ayling.  said  yester- 
day: “We  have  examined  at 

length  both  the  opportunities 
to  increase  our  prices  to  our 
customers  and  to  reduce  our 
costs  of  the  operation,  but 
have  reluctantly  concluded 

that  it  is  impossible  at  cur- 

rent pay  rates.” 

Meanwhile,  Morrisons  sur- 
prised the  City  as  it  unveiled 

an  8   per  cent  profits  increase and  the  opening  of  four  new 

superstores  in  some  of  the 
country's  unemployment 
blackspots. 

Morrisons,  formed  in  1899 
but  relatively  unknown  in  the 
South,  disclosed  that  it  had 
225  million  customers  a   week 

going  through  its  stores  — contributing  to  pre-tax  profits 
of  £55.2  million  for  the  first 
half  of  this  year. 

A   spokeswoman  said  the 

new  stores  would  be  at  Chea- 
dle  Heath  in  Greater  Man- 

chester, Sunderland,  North- 

ampton aDd  Sheffield. 

‘Pressured’  BICC  in 

€1 70m  cash  call 
BICC,  the  cables  and  construction  company,  yesterday  made  a 

£17Q  million  cash  call  in  response  to  “terrific  pressure"  from  its 
cables  businesses  for  investment  capital.  Alan  Jones,  BICC's 

recently  appointed  chief  executive,  said  the  firm’s  optical-fibre and  communication  cables  businesses  bad  put  management 

under  pressure  to  "find  money  for  growth". 
BICC  announced  its  rights  issue  at  270p  per  share  along  with 

£200  million  investment  plans  which  involve  putting  £140  mil- 
lion into  optical  fibres,  optical  cables  and  Brand-Rex  data 

communications  cables.  The  firm  also  said  it  would  use  £40  mil- lion of  money  raised  and  internal  funds  in  its  Asia-Pacific 
operations.  A   further  £35  million  is  earmarked  for  private 
finance  infrastructure  projects  in  the  UK  —   Sarah  Whitebloom 

Lottery  squeezes  Brent 
THE  battered  Brent  Walker  leisure  group  yesterday  its 
betting  business  was  still  suffering  because  of  the  impact  of  the 
National  Lottery  and  Instants  scratch  cards.  The  company,  which 
was  repartinga  pre-tax  lass  af  £51.6  million  fbr  the  first  half  of  the year,  compared  with  a   loss  last  year  of  £51.4  million,  said  that 
turnover  in  its  William  Hill  betting  shops  continued  to  be  dented by  competition  from  the  lottery.  Chairman  Brian  Gas  well  said  it 

Glaxo  Wellcome  shake-up 
GLAXO  Wellcome  yesterday  signalled  the  growing  importanc 
emerging  economies  with  a   reorganisation  which  creates  five 
harness  regions.  The  drugs  company  said  the  shake-up  steam 

IVnni  a   stratHin  rpiHpn  fnltniFinn      .   , * —       i   tgiuiMi  uwiaiun-rnaKinH  i   i 
essential  purpose  is  to  capitalise  on  the  diversity  of  business 
oportumties  around  the  world,"  said  Sir  Richard  Svkes.  chief 
executive. — Reger  Cowe 

Pizza  buy-out  deal 
PE^£EX5?SS'  u^fs^t®l0wlne  restaurant  operator,  will  next 
month  announce  a   dad  to  buy  out  the  majority  of  itetrtincwS 
fbrraore  than  £20  million.  Thechain.  which  yester^ySo^d 
a   54  percent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £10.2  million  for  the  rear  to July,  is  understood  tobave  agreed  terms  with  a   croup  ofabout vi 

of  its  remaining  35  franchised  stores,  a   move  welcomed  byDOUtd0 analysts  as  eamitigs-enhancing.  —   Dominic  Walsh  3 
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Miss  Stamper  can 
complete  nap  hand 
Ken  Oliver 

V   JB  ■THEN  it  comes  to 
■■■  transforming  a 
wmwm  bargain  buy  into  a 

valuable  racing 

machine  Richard  Hannon  has 
few  equals  and  the  Marlbor- 

ough trainer  has  worked  the 
oracle  this  season  with  Miss 

Stamper,  who  cost  a   mere 

7,500  guineas. 
This  afternoon  at  Ayr,  Miss 

Stamper  bids  to  add  the 
£18,000  first  prize  of  the  Shad- 
well  Stud  Firth  Of  Clyde 
Stakes  to  her  tally,  wtuch 
stands  at  more  than  £150.000 
—   not  bad  for  a   filly  whose 
winning  streak  began  in  a 
mere  auction  maiden  stakes 

at  Chepstow  in  June. 
Further  victories  against 

better  class  followed  at  New- 
bury and  Newmarket,  but  the 

icing  on  the  cake  was  at  the 
Curragh  20  days  ago  when 
she  stormed  home  by  three 
lengths  in  the  valuable  Tat- 

tersalls  Breeders’  Stakes. 
To  enhance  her  breeding 

value,  Hannon  has  chosen 

this  afternoon's  Listed  race 
and  Miss  Stamper  (3.35) 
looks  set  to  complete  the  nap 

hand. 
Following  a   filly  in  form  at 

this  time  of  the  year  is  a   prof- 
itable ploy,  but  many  burnt 

their  fingers  at  Doncaster  last 
Saturday  when  Ninia,  backed 
down  to  7-2  favourite  in  a 
field  of  17  handicappers. 
trailed  in  twelfth. 

But  her  final  position  tells 
nothing  of  her  performance. 
Her  jockey,  Richard  Hills,  got 
in  all  sorts  of  trouble  and  I 
feel  certain  he  will  not 
remember  the  ride  as  one  of 
his  best.  Before  that  debacle 
Ninia  had  chalked  up  a   hat- 
trick  and,  though  carrying  a 
51b  penalty  for  her  latest  suc- 

cess, still  looks  on  an  attrac- tive mark. 

Mark  Johnston,  her 
trainer,  has  brought  her  back 
to  one  mile  in  the  Ladbrokes 
Ayrshire  Handicap  after  wins 
over  10  flirlongs  (twice)  and 
nine  flu-longs. 
Johnston  feels  that  a   mile  is 

the  ideal  trip  for  Ninia  (4.10), 
who  was  also  entered  for  the 
mile  and  a   quarter  2.35  race, 
and  if  there  is  any  justice, 
those  who  lost  their  cash  last 
week  should  certainly  be 
repaid  this  afternoon. 

At  Newbury,  Joe  Naught- 
on's  Hever  Golf  Rose  (2.40) 
can  regain  winning  form  in 

the  Tony  Stratton  Smith  Me- 
morial Conditions  Stakes. 

This  five-year-old  mare  has 

yet  to  find  her  form  that 
notched  eight  wins  last  year, 

including  the  Prix  de  l’Ab- baye  at  Longchamp  in 
October. 

However,  she  has  run  some 

fine  races  and  Naughton  is 

using  this  as  a   prep  race  for 
another  tilt  at  the  Abbaye next  month. 

The  Horserace  Betting  Levy 

Board  have  approved  a   £4  mil- 
lion interest-free  loan  to 

Hannon . . .   eye  for  bargain 

United  Racecourses  towards  a 
£8.3  million  building  project 
for  Kempton  Park. 

Plans  for  the  course  centre 
upon  the  remodelling  of  the 

grandstand  and  the  reposi- 
tioning of  the  parade  ring  to  a 

new  site  behind  the 

grandstand. It  is  intended  that  the  pro- 

ject will  be  completed  be- 
tween the  Boxing  Day  meet- 

ing this  year  and  early 
December  1997.  During  this 
time  the  fixtures  in  January, 

February  and  December  will 
be  unaffected.  Between  March 
29  and  August  19  six  meetings 

will  be  held  with  reduced  fa- 
cilities. while  four  fixtures, 

from  June  1   to  August  19,  will 
be  transferred. 

Brave 
ends 
lean 

spell 

Scottish  stables 

ended  a   losing  spell 

stretching  back  more 
than  a   decade  at  the  coun- 

try's most  prestigious  Flat 
fixture  when  Brave  Mont- 

gomerie emerged  trium- 

phant at  Ayr's  Western Meeting  yesterday. 
tin  da  Perratt,  who  has 

trained  for  five  years  at 

Cree  Lodge,  just  a   stone's throw  from  the  track,  was 

the  woman  responsible  for 
restoring  national  pride. 
“I  reckon  this  is  Scot- 

land’s first  winner  at  this 

meeting  for  12  years  and I'm  absolutely  delighted  to 

have  done  it,"  said  the  32- 
year-old  blonde. 

Like  all  of  Miss  Perratt’s 
string,  Brave  Montgomerie 
is  galloped  on  the  race- 

track, and  he  capitalised  on 

home  advantage  when  find- 
ing a   powerful  late  ran  to overhaul  Canadian  Fantasy 

in  the  Holiday  In  Ayrshire 
&   Arran  Maiden  Stakes. 

The  colt  is  owned  by  con- 
struction company  boss 

Colin  McLaren,  whose 
colours  will  be  carried 

tomorrow  by  Don’t  Care  in the  Ladbroke  Ayr  Gold 
Cup. 

Don’t  Care  will  be  run- 
ning for  Miss  Perratt  for 

the  first  time,  having  previ- 

ously been  trained  in  be- 
laud by  Jim  Bolger. 

Newbury  with  form  for  the  televised  events 
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2.10  HOKSniD  STAKES  HANDICAP  2YO  71  MyOt  CS,?12 

2164  LARGESSE  (37)  John  Bsny  8-7          
136  MU  PARADOS  (30)  P   Cote  B-6   Ttth.  1 

3131  JEFFREY  AMOnmUlED  {14)  K   McAuUHb  8-0   HHaghetIO 
06186  MCnEMU (7)(D) RHinronB-13   MUtayS 
03313  SALTY  JACK  (7)  S   Dot*  8-12   A   (My  (5}  4 

350  EUROUNK  SPAKTACUS  (28)  J   Dunlop  6-12   LHM11 
01  MRHMEMI  (17)  (D)R  Hannon  B-10     DmOMI 
SI  CERTAIN SUKMC BO) WUut B-6     J   Raids 

005  HOMESTEAD  (35)  R   Hannon  8-1       StaNnll 
656  TALISMAN  (73)  S   Dow  8-1     J   Orion  6 

60455  6APSFOMD  (14)  G   L   Moore  6-0          dbta-13 
64540  STOAT'S  QUEST  (10)  D   A/thjflinol  7-U        Darraa  MaSMt  (9)  3 
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TOP  FDMTVSt  Mr*  Adotterrad  8,  btotaaai  7,  My  Jack  S 
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2.40  TONY  STRATTON  SMRH I IAL  COWnONS  STAKES  9f  Myria  £7,683 

Q40-410  AVERT!  (02)  (P)  W   Uulr  5-6->      J   Reid  7 
41W26  STMIGGLER  (38)  (B)  0   Lode:  4-9-4        —   ADottoril 
231UB  TOP  BANANA  (30)  (CO)  H   Candy  8-6-0        C   Rutter  B* 
555035  YA MALAX  (SO) (D) I   Baldnig 5-6-0   AMoGbaaS 
265120  BOWDEN  BOSK  (18)  (D)  U   Bn  reran]  4-6-13     — JQterel* 
WOOOO  CROFTBIS CSUDH (20) (D) B MdJahoo 4-6-4   53a*dan2* 
23232*  MVBIQOLF  ROSE  (13)  (DJTKaugMon  5-6-6   —   -   PatEdfteyB 
020202  AMAZON)  BAY  [■) (CO) I   Balding  3-8-8        .TOtereB 
30HBO  KUNUeU£*0){D)T  Barron  3-6-6           «WM 

it  5-4  Here*  Galt  Rare.  5-1  Straggler,  6-1  Amazing  Bey.  6-1  Ya  Kalb.  Awru.  10-1  Top  Banana,  14-1 
Bouden  Rose 

POM  QUIM-MVNOOOLP  ROSE;  With  leaders,  led  jw*  Haul  until  owlf  out  uraWa  lo  quUen.  Ahol 
11.  IB  behind  Hamit  IHayrtock  #   Grp  1   gf). 

STRIlOSLEIb  Always  closing  tedere.  not  mven  room  hallway.  ran  on  one  pace.  Bdi  ol  8. 41  oeWml  PftottJ 
iY«v  M   Grp  1   gf|. 

JUUZtNO  BAY:  T rwded  leaden.  M   wall  Ins  Ida  final  lurtong.  Ml  angry.  2nd  ol  9,  a   nd  ban  aid  Anz>o 
iQonadw  5f  rto  go) 

YA  HAlAKi  Held  up.  e*on  21  Qia.  no  Snpresslor  alien  Hampered  muds  6ml  lurtong.  SOi  ol  £   fl  behind 
Saa-Oew  Mewmartrai  S   sta  g<l. 

AVSRTH  Lad  sittH  headed  mifto  fln&l  ha  tong.  «un  watered.  Trft  01 16.  M   balurvl  Jayanspee  <Nw*Jre  « 
dkagf). 
TOP  BANANA:  Headway  mn  II  out  not  clear  run  II  out  ran  on.  3ra  dll 2»  nawnd  Crowded  Avenue 
iSanocw  9   Kp  gOI  _     
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3.1 0   POLYGRAM  H0KST2R  COUKINM  HUIET  CONOUKMB  WUCTO  2VO  71 28*18 

1   1   CALYPSO  LADY  (13)  R   Harmon  6-13     RPortareS 
2   DULCtNNA  I   Balding  6-8     •*■«**■?  * 
3   HIKC  B   HUN  M   

4   03  ETWLE{10)pChapple-Hyam8-8   

9   MHMaBHanburyB-a      _•  Carer*  3 
6 
7 
3 
5 
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TOP  RM31  TTPSc  SNradaii  B,  Catypaa  Lady  7.  naildrit « 

■aHtap  5-2  Syadah.  7-2  Calypso  Lady.  9-S  MeahtiaO.  11-2  Seappaa.  8-1  E»He.  8-1  My  Valent
ina.  10-1 

Will  You  Dance.  Diddnea.  10  ™"1,— ■ 

PORM  OORHE-snrAOAIfc  Held  up.  ridden  aaflbampado*er  Soul  one peee.  3rd  ol  7.  Bbenlnd  Peel  Pl»e
i 

at  OooQwood  71  mdn  gd.  ^   .   ..  ,   ri„, 

CALYPSO  LADYi  Headaay  over  ti  oid,  led  «nal  turlpng,  ran  an.  m   Karrgiton  «   mdn  «s  gd.  Dealing 

'?OHsed  leaders,  ottui  2! ouL  ran  on  one  pa».  3rd  ol  8.  *8  (whW  BUnea  Nora  (BevwWy  51 

NY  VALmWA  B   HUH      Ml 
WCK  OF  T1MJ  Dunlop  8-6   *|_ 

3   SIYAOAH(27)SaeedbtaSaoorM      f~3. 
»   suajpusssuraVONIKOrw*™^   -IT?* 

SU  YOU  DANCE  JPuntop  8-6        RfRpaolO 

ETDUk  PromwenL  every  chance  over  ti  out  one  paw.  3rard  12.3  beNod  lndih*sniLinflfleid
7im«isaa 

tfl- 
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3.40  HAYWBB,  HAMB0M  AMD  CLARK  COWOmDMS  STAKES  2Y0  la»C6^33 
RAUBIGMY  U   Cnanoon  B-70    

BURUNDI  P   Onpote-Hyon  6-10     

0   FAllAH  (34)  w   Hem  8-10       

2   HALTAIW(1«)(BR&a«d  bin  &rroor  B-T0   

HOrrPCdteB-HI 
*   KING  SOUND  (14)  JOoaoen  8-10   
RANIWATCH  J   Dunlop  6-10   

SUP  THE  NETP  Cole  8-10       
0   SOU)  RIO  (t«)  B   Mils  8-10   

TBP)OMmiWhnal,KI«3«dTlRM( 

Inftin  W   ttaltarra.  7-2  SSp  The  NeL  S-i  King  Sound.  6-1  Fallah.  7-1  Buim
dl.  i(M  RairwaB*.  ■ 

ROW  OURK  -   HALTAHRA:  EOort  nalferey.  cnased  Winner  rte.1  hanong,  staved  on.  2nd  ol  IT.  S   behh
d 

Frnasao  Follow fYorii 71  mcln gd).  ,   _   .     .   ...  .,n 

Min  SOOIIOi  Saited  ilowiy.  aleody  headway  over  Mina.i«noiLbeMrlorr»ce.4t
hot1D  41  aeMM  Fatak 

SuZSSSfc  ao2S  ridden  and  headway  over  H   ouL  novel  nearer,  betw  tor  race.  7th  ol  17.  D   bairind Monza  (*®wbur7  71  mdn  gdl.    

4.1  5   KPMQSU.WBICINP  HANDICAP  OADWS  RACK)  ire  41  C5.11S 
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000230  TAPHfcTO  (12)  H   Candy  6-11-7    
0-03200  TYPHOON  ■OUT  (74)  B   HN  MM 

014000  WTKTBH  SCOUT  (B)  C   Bnrofcs  6-10-10  ~— 

30B112  RBliea  5PBAY  (29)  (P)  (BP)  C   Morgan  5-10-6 

POOD-  RED  HA3A  (S3S)  P   Mdenell  3-R£6  — — -- 
mbi»  ctOMBPs  chwcs  tiwrec  W   — — 

6-81001  YOUR  MOST  WBXSONB  (211)  D   llrrech  Davis  5-10-
8 

5338-80  PAPHl  dOUO  (37)  fl  PMBpS  4-10-8   
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10-3 
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533000  3TAUJED  (14)02)  PWNayn  8-10-1 
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000423  BTRATS  LEGACY  (R)(D)  DAihWhnol  6-8-7  
     ArlnNNretje 

0SW3  BREEZED  WE1L{34) 0   Cambldge  10-8-4   1 
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TOP POBNTIPE  IWahre Upray a.PaR|h3i 7.1Nppe«P4 

BMinp  5-1  DaupIM.  8-1  Rahi0  Spray.  7-1  Typhore  EIQ
«. Vnic*  ■"  »»- Nahva.  Yrur  Ntaat  Welcome 

RACE! LINtl 

ICO.VMENTAar  j 

AYR 
101 201 11 

pi  m 
tts 

203 

LW,-T->.-.-r.Tr»'i 

Ascot  date 

SLEEP YTIME,  7-1  for  the 1,000  Guineas  after  her  win-
 

ning debut  at  Sandown  on 
Wednesday,  may  run  next  at 

Ascot  on  Saturday  week  in  the 

Fillies  Mile,  won  last  year  by 

her  staUemate  Bosra  Sham. 

4.45  WCIOR  CHANDLER  HANDICAP  7T84yNiC6>1 63 

2 
3 
4 
3 
9 
7 
8 
9 

IS 

11 

12 

354003  H0MENT3  OP  FORTUNE (26)  B   Hanbury  4-10-0   WRya.3 
0-00*6  4AWAAL (27) (D) Lady  Harries 6-8-4   .TSprekaS 

S0-CU5  SECRET  SPRINO  (202)  (BF)PHadgir  4-6-3   A   MafNrea  11 
O-ITKO  ANASTIHA  (122)  (D)  N   Graham  4-8-12   L   DeHart  7 
453500  KNOBBIBMEEZE  (13)  (CD)  UChannon  8-8-11   ANig)ut» 

3VT-HD  YOUNG  DUKE  (13)  (CO)  (BFJUri  9   WAlUamt  8-6-10   JhHI 
01200?  CROSS  OF  VALOUR  (14)  JTolrar  S-fi-9   -ATr.dlll  10 

1 14332  WILD  PALM  (IS)  (D)  W   0'Gorman  4-6-7   — .   —       121X2  FARAWAY  LASS  (IS)  Lard  ttnamgiKn  3-8-fi   ARrea  Caok(5)  12 
30150  PRESS  ON  MCXY  (13)  (D)W  Mur  «-0         HHarey(5)B 

352544  DUQiO(7)(CD)M  Bbn&bsrd  5-7-11      JDHa4 
060244  SAFEY  ANA  (IS)  (CO)  B   Hanhixy  5-7-10       JlreUi  Dwyre  (3)  1 

TOP  FORHTWSi  Yaag  DM*  3.  RreNi  Of  FwHree  7,  DbA  S 

I! ,lth  l   3-1  Young  Dnte.  4-1  Faraway  Ire.  5-1  Momanls  01  Forum*.  6-1  Du. Do.  6-1  Wild  Palm.  Anretlna. 
10-1  CraaeOlVaioK.  12 

5. 1   5   KWIBUIY  MAiDEN  STAKES  3Y0  ire  C4.173 

00  BH 1 0 CARATTW (27) Laid tHOagdon B-0   OUAhaT 
<33-0  CORPORAL HYM (TO) PCde»-Q          TOc*rre4 

0-32524  DIAMOND  BEACH (2)  B   H4la  80   J3H0.3 
0   DIRfAINMiMt  1 1   ll| I iiiilHaaSiyiiiaB  n   L Parent  10 

CO  BUIE  JUMBO  (WOWNrmM       PRMcCataaS 
HCTEIPPPR  Price  5-6                A   VWu  (3)  X 
IDIB  R   Charhon  B-6       „_..TSpn*cB 

40  BC ARP1I I A   (20)  J   HUS 6-6          —       AMI 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
9 
7 
B 
0 

10 
11 

12 

TOP  FORM  TIPSi  Dtanreod  Saanti  3,  Creparel  Hire  7,W*ThaTrea|re  « 

Bettfcw  9-4  Corporal  Mym.  3-i  Mediae.  6-1  Disnond  BeaclL  5-1  Scsiprea.  7-1  Wnr  The  Tampa.  10-1 
Threadneedie.  12- 1   BeDo  Caranere  IZnreNare. 

0-0  ST0LBIHUSW(20)DCnappcdl8-9   

THE  FUGAUVEP  Mitchell  6-6       
25  WIM  THETUPO(Sl)  0(  J   ScaigM  6-4   
0   aLCUUE  (1M|  E   Dunlop  8-9 

-__AO«t6 

ill 

Ryao  12 

•   Blinkered  today  for  the  first  time:  NEWBURY:  2.10 
Merciless  Cop;  2.40  Crofters  Ceilidh,  Top  Banana;  4.15 

Children’s  Choice. 

Huntingdon  (N.H.) 

2.20  Tug  Your  Forwlodi 

2.53  Strong  Pramlu 
S^SCourtoreB 

4^8  Tire  Yank 
SXS  Utthnatw  SmndMt 

h   hradkat.  altar  Nana'I  rere.  danet.  dhgi  «*“•  UMI  NJL  ■ 

2.20  UPWOOO  SBJJNC  HANDICAP  HURDLE  Jta  21  CI^OS 

1   4311&-C  lOCX TTCDREANBl (29) (ON Turner  11-1Z-7 
*052-03  «R  OSiEAOLOOY  (32)  T   McGoyem  6-17-7 
SOBiPO-O  sn  PAGEANT  (13)  K   BrtOgwaNf  7-10-12 
4<4*-E?  RECORD LOVBI(13)(BF)  M   Chapman  6-10-8  .. 
13F4-J5  YACHT  CLUB  (48)  (BF)JEv*4  14-10^      .0  Pore. 
E06-34?  TUG  YOUR  FORBXICK  (IS)  G   JoHrson  Houghlcn  5-10-6   ATNMntaa 
40-343?  KING  OF  BABYLON  (13)  F   Jordan  4-10-3   LAapaB(S) 

SAKBAN  (3)  J   Pn*enn«  7-10-0   M   OTRl  I 
*•-00403  THEY  AUFOROOT MG (S)  A   Carroll  6-10-0   JMccCDym 
I.PU-520  ARRANGE  A   GAME  (8)MNaJ  Bower  6-10-0   STaybr(B) 

1 1-1  Tug  Yaur  Foiataa.  4-1  King  01  Babylon.  5-1  Record  Lwer.  6-1  Mr  Oaneantogy.  7-1  Yact* 
Club.  8-1  Sakbah  10  nimre. 

2.55  OWL  END  NOVICES'  CHASE  *a  1   lOyik  0*00 

t   54l>5fP-  RTTON  HUN  (333)  (C)  Mm  S   Odell  11-11-3 
301 12-F  HOLT  WANDERER  (6)  T   Goorga  7-10-12       0   6 
00-S31P  SHAUK (7) JJenionS  5-10-12   NT 

60P-  HANO'EN  OUT  TO  DRY  (177)  CBirxite  5-10-10   
370624-  STRONG  PROMISE  (132)  G   Hubbard  5-70-10   

■TO 

1(7) 

•   (3) 

s   vSSuwiq  Promise.  4-1  Hedy  Wanderer .   10-1  Hang  m   Ol*  To  Dry  18-1  Shal A,  25-1  Rylon  Rim.  3 

3.25  OtDOMQTOM  NOYICCV  HURDLE  2w  1 10»d«  C2.723 

1   5-311  CHAMCEY  FELLA  (30)  (D)  H   Hffynee  5-11-12   
2   1   COURBARO.  (15)  MHpe  4-11-3       
3   00433M-  ALCOVE  (304)  G   Johraon  Hoo(«on  5-10-12   

4   (yuo- CUFTDN  (310)  RCiatN  7-10-1?  _ 
6   23-2  DACSLO  (13)  O   SAorwood  5-10-12 
8   4F0JP5-  FEBEM3 HALL (183) URebetls 9-10-72^-— 7 
8 
• 

10 
11 

12 

13 
14 
15 
16 
IT 
18 

__A  PMoCoy 

43  QBttSlS  POUR  (14)  Mra  L   SW*9  6-10-12 
■ANDYS  ROYAL  LAD  J   GMom  6-10-12 

03135-  MR  PERCY  (223)  4   Otad  5-10-12 
CO  -   MASHAAT  (1033)  U   Chapman  6-10-12 
W.v-F  RACINE  50440(7)  J   JaiAlna  7-10-12 

/Si  -45  SCALP niRP Plittiard 8-70-12 
SHUmEBOCK  Mrs  NMBcauiey  5-10-12  — 

TTANMi  HONDA  DO'Bnen  5-10-12  _ 6P45P-2  CAD0TSF8ST (8)5 MeBor  4-10-10  ...   Ml 
4PCHADLS0H  WALK  (35)  S   Campion  4-10-10   .PI 

CB2*-  SPUEAinE(1S1)M  Muggendge  4-10-10   3 1 

J030-TB  WAHSTEAD  (7)  JJe/*uts  4-10-10   

:   4-1  CoiBbsid.  5-1  Duelo.  6-1  Afctve.  Ur  Pemy.  7-i  cnancey  Fella.  10-1  NamaaL  Wanseed.  18 

3.55  SNDALL  CONSTRUCTION  HARDICAP  CHAW  ■■  1 10yd*  I3L304 

1   lima  STA7B.VH0EE(13)  POP  Boren  5-12-0  .   RJ 

3   412-48  LOWAWATHA  (13)  (Ol  Mre  E   Haatti  8-10-0  
   *   " 

3   S2-S05  RAMSTAH  (8)  PHotW  6-10-11   
4   20-4J1 1   SUPER  SHAW*  (8)  (D)  H   OhW  6-W-O   

Battfag:  1 1-8  5BBty  Home.  9-4  Suoer  Sharp.  II-4  N«or.  6-'  Loweweiha. 

4^5  GOOUUFF HANDICAP HUHHfi an  llOyda  C2^43 

P1222-3  AHA2&(8S)  (D)  Lady  Heme.  7-n-ir 2515-8  YUBRALEE  (32)  (D)  M   Pipe  WH1 

32-5022  NO  LIGHT  (32J  (CO)  (BF)  MfSl  UcMe9-1I-7   LHatwy 

5-3211  aNeLABE(1i)raWHem4-ii-6   RFNirert 

01-  PRSFIGHTSB  (SOS)  (D)J  Eyre  5-11-1   O   Perec 
155570-  WNa  1SILIJAM  (368)  (CO)  N   Berry  11-10-11   £•*£ 

312224  LANCER (34) RJutW* *-10-2   
IH£4-r  DESERT CNALLEMOER (38) JJeneina 6-104)   SFre* 

imfay  0-4  zree  Lane.  7-2  AmazB.  *-i  PnzeSgSier.  5-1  no  LtghL  8-1  Yidmea.  10-1  Lenar.  8 
  ■ 

4.55  KNAPWEU. AMATEUR (8000* HAMRCAP CHASE  ree  0^83 

5441-221  THE  YAHK  (31)  (D)  M   HnrmM  10-1V10   C   Bremreff)* 

2141  W>  FAHIY  PARK  (8) (CO) HOBwr  11-11-3        H   HO»mr(T) 
511O-0F-FINXLE  STREET  (133)  (CO)  GHcMurdB-tO-11   

152S-02  DRIURHIEN (3) K   BalWy  7-104)   ""“K11 

11-10 Tne YanL. 5-i Fany Perv. *-i  Dnrnioilen. 6-Z F6*ie Street  4|— 1 

5^5      HI  IIIATROFBIHHHATaMlIOyNi  C1^13 

1   n   ULTIMATE  SMOOTH*  (64)  U   Pipe  4-17-12   D 

X   dp- BERTIE  (883)  UraJCDIMBV  6-1 1-4   8 

a   4- CAPTAMNAKAR(16a)Jonn  Berry  6-11-4     ’ 

4   PROTOTYPE  G   Jrmrwon  HovgMmi  5-11-4   
  

5   Q0-  SOUIWMCNOSSPTCH  (131)  j   wmiia  5-11*4   3 

a   4   omBtALMown  (98)  m   mteobii  *-11-2      Ji 

7   HAVANA  EXPRESS  C   Dwyer  4-11-2  — —   J 

B   KOMA3EPN  K   Magan  4-11-2   A 

•   PAPERWORK  PETE  WSorey4-11-2   R 

10  0-AWTVWI  FLAME  (163)0  Brennan  5- 10-U   E 

(1  AHOEWAHjPByna  4-10-11     -A 

12  LADY  FOLEY  C   Mann  *-10-11   0 

BanteM  £-*  unman  Smeaflim.  4-i  hooissepn.  6-i  General  forty.  10-1  Casein  Nayer. Autumn  FtaiTie 

.   Jivush  had  his  Cesare witch  odds  cut  from  16-1  to  10-1  by 

Hill’s  after  romping  away  with  the  Thomas  Prior  Memorial 

Stayers  Handicap  at  Yarmouth  yesterday.  Tom  Jones,  the 

three-year-old’s  trainer,  said;  “He  seems  just  the  right  sort  for 

the  big  race  as  he  settles.  He  has  7st  131b  plus  a   4lb  penalty." 

Ayr  with  form  for  the  Jackpot  races 
2.00  ilgnirry 

2.00  WBUAMS  DK  BROS  CU8MHB  STASIS  1reC*y*83 

Ml  60  ARA8UM OMBBN (13) D Mdore 4-6-3   JTa*af3 
102  444105  HUM mnaUM (8) (CO) RFabsy 6-6-3   K   Dretay  14 

103  0-85601  FIEMAVOLU (31) RHama i-8-2        D Hanbo* 3 
104  161015  BBOCTONE  SOLD  (*S)  (Q>  Un  M   Hereby  3-6-1   A   (1*1.2 
104  010030  E0UMIRY(8)(0}MJMMMan  5-6-13   JBrew* 
108  121X1  NORTH ARDARd  1)(IN DNlchaHi 6-6-13   ARn  IM(T)1 
107  41X1  POWER  OAMB(1>)(S)J  Barry  3-5-S       ■«  Canada* 
108  BSX40  LANOnMOAH (28) (D)j Byre 7-6-6   -M r I   ty»12* 
108  123663  ROSEATE  LQ0GM<13)(P)  3   KaMreMI    J— |   B   11.(7)10 

110  24340  6BCOHDS  AWAY (23)  Jtt*Ua  5-6-8   TW8B.7 
111  044000  (BOOY  (41)  JHsmefk*  5-6-0       N   Unwin*  3 
113  004510  DtOCAN RHAPSODY (41) (D)  ABailDy 4-6-0   DWlW(3)B 

113  anno  LOMOND  LAXStC  (4)  U8  J   Creia  5-4-0   AHackwy* 
114  030043  8000033  (33)0  HoBndhead  34-12        t   LynoE  [3>  1 1 
TWWH—  — n   lUwreaMKbMbfcT 

Dillhgi  7-2  Eqoarry.  5-1  Hlga  Piemnun.  BroctuM  Goto.  6-1  Prana  Vila.  Seoncns.  7-1  Norm  Anbr,  1CM 
font  Game.  14  mr»*ia. 

FORM  GUtDE  -   EUlIERRVk  Chased  loaders,  ridden  hattaay.  soaksnad  over  II  on  9th  ol  19.  ran  3B.  lo 

Qv*nmg  (Doncasiar  H   ncp.  Qd-Fre) HNM  mumfeCUiad  laadara.  rauan  balway.  kaptim.  sra  M   25.  Sn  OL  n   Gbdya  Aithorpa  iDonaner 1m  na.  Gd-Fmi 

BHOCTUSMIOOLDlLaduwBUnsipahnal  lurtong  Wien  SBiol  8.  Ob  B.  a   KlngYAcadtniy  (Radar  imhep. 

Gd-Fmi 

Pnu  VOLTAfH4adwsy3auLMovsr  TiauLdrtmoAbMlApKftalaasMKHSanoown  im  Hciaunm. 

Gd). 

SCnaCRNkHeAdwR  orer  tl  ms.  aasn  noedit.3rd  0(13,  sn  nLtoOaeys  Amxpe  (CadBis  im  hq>.  GO) 

NORTH  ARBJUh  M   up.  haadarey  a   red.  lad  *rei  lurtong.  bare  T«s  Creeta  IS  iSaiMreab  1m  ncp.  are 
OAMB  Haadmar  o«ar  9.  lad  dose  lomo.  ban  Lrefcy  Rarenge  a   haad  (TMrre  im  adL  GdFm) 

Channel  4 

2.35  FAUCETS  FOR  MEYMBX  SAFMMX  mEMOSTATIC  VALVES  AMD  SHOWERS  nLUES* HANDICAP  Ire  If  EMU 

301  2-12360  maEUmi(80)JDunloC S-6-H)   J Fsrtm.7 
303  31-1231  GHOUB  GAME  (SO)  (DO  DLddar  3-6-7 

503312  FAIHVWUKB  (38)  (D)  Mrs  J   Rarredre  3-6-7   KI 
1454-50  DE8-LAOV  (IDS)  WTwnar  4-6-6   

0330  REBEL  COUNTY  (8)  (D)  A   BalHy  3-9-5 

015-6  CWCLB>Cf01)B HUB 3-8-0 

L   Dretay  3 

1(7)6 

307  021022  BAIRA(31)  J   BOhaO  3-64   

  SDrewrer4 
IP-C230  BNO  AND  DANCE  (14)  EWaymaa  5-7-10   JLml 

TOP  FORM  TWb  FblnMata  8,  Graund  Care*  7,  ores  • 

~   ~~  I   11-4  (hound  Gama.  3-1  Fabywnwa.  6-1  Daha.  8-1  rragtrem.  RAal  Cmmty.  7-1  Oruad.  H3-1 
Sing  And  Dam  8   main. 

FORMOUNX-OMOWNDOAMM  Uaoa  aKabyed  onwanim  Pnu»n  OaiMiaS  iR*Mn  im  2i  iso.  Snj 

FAUYMIIQSi  Haadaairy  out  averychanca oval  11  out  not  qwdiaa.bti  21  by  King's  AcuamyiRfidear  in bqi.Gd-Fm|. 
DAMAi  Lao  Anal  lurkmg.  soon  headed,  bm  TO  by  Gold  Ouk  (ChesiBr  lm  21 75ya  hep.  Gdfin). 
INBZHJIRX  Ahray*  baMnd.  17re  ol  20.  bar  IN.  ta  Mna  (Sandmm  W2I  tcp.  D«. 
rebel  COUKmwgyaroahgefoa  wnan  !4fiol2S.t>i  B.  BGbdysAflhcrpaiDbBcaaiaf  im  ttcp.Gdfmi 
CWft  EBr  Rarer  dangaraua  whaa  band  5.  bb23i.BPaialMiPanehlSal^wy  im  6t,  Sd). 

Channel  4     

3.05  LADBROKE  RACMQ MU HJUBHGAPSYOI re  CT£8S 

310 

50123  MART  YQAMSK(2S)  JBeny  6-7  - 

160841  smDE(io)(erea>)UM«aae6-i 
154510  ICANTH— BM>PEtaa9-0 

015  S0UTHB3.Y  WHO  ffl  Mrs  JlbaadM  8-11   

023  HUB0KLDAMC1M(B1)J  Waba6- 
3150  FOXES  TAR.  (28)  UnSHiUM 

083232  SAlTOBAaOBDANA*  (8)  U   IN  Ejarerby  6-2 

1685  D*BP«ST«CEE(16)M  WEasrerbyB-l 
306  BEAU  ROBERTO  (13)  U   Jprmatoa  8-1 

43200  JACK  BAYS  (13)T  EasterCy  7-16  — 

.-AMaokay  6 

i   B,  1iMirt>  MM  7,  SeUa  8 

■aaaaw  5-1  SanMiagoadagahi.4-1 9nda.6-i  SeNharty  Wnfl.Oea  Pan  Taa  Cee.  7-1 1   Can  iRamamber. 
6-1  Nrel  Y Gamar.  W-i  Fares  TML  lO  niranre. 

-   SANDBAG! LBb  Prominent  rands  sue.  ran  on  wan.  bln  II  by  Al  Azhar. 
SOUTHERLY  VUND5Uiat  17.  Bn  7l(DooOS»t  lai  MR.  GdFm) 

xmre  Lad  oner  H   «4  whan  baadag  Juiana  Mia  1*  (UngSMd  71  laftns  hep.  Gd-Fm). 
DK  FS  TS  CK  Ran  on  wsl  wben  Sh  d   11.  Mn  51.  to  Geearars  szr  (Yoflt  Im  hep.  8d). 
1   GA»T  REMOBBh  Lire  Haadaay.  Mb  ol  W.  bn  ID.  la  Sharp  Hal  (Doncaster  Hhcp.  (VPfml 
KANT  Y   QAMC&  Hankered  31  oaL  SNyed  on  Anal  fisfoag.  3rd  sf  Bi  bin  2SK  to  Shaip  HatIWarwit*  B   iKp. 

Gfl   

FOXEXTAKi  Drapaod  ovre  21 OOL  inh  ol  2D.  Mn  N.  b   The  fly  (Naacreas  im  hen.  Gd). 

Channel  4 

403 

405 

408 

3.35  SHADKU  STUD  FIRTH  OF  CLVBS  S7ANBS  2YO  4HM  8(  C18AM 

•401  HI  124  HEAD  OVER  HEELS  (8)  JOwuert-H  OHadt 
402  01111  MBS STAtlPSH  |20)(D)  DHw 6-13  .       DHanbaaB 

l»S3  OLYMPIC  SPURT  (21)  (D)  J   Bv.r,  Vll  i   Cam*  S 
■?4W  QUEEN  SC8TRE  (28)  B   Hill;  5-11   KFaloal 
-1  SOLFBaETTO(l8)MBens-a  ...  .   _   _   .   .MFeataaS 

SOHO  OF  SKYE  (SO)  T   f»a  jghten  ((-fl  _   .   ..  ___  .JWaavor4 
TOP  FORM  TWSr  SQu  Stunper  B.  Olympic  Spirit  7 

BanbreiMUiHfuinri,  "-irrc-'J  c~-r  ««I5.  l^iOirrr*,:  S&ini.5-\Qu«)nSc»We  19-1  Si»te»4iu>. 
3ong  Ol  *»»c.  s   iiiiImw, 

POW  GUIDE  -   MBS  STAMPGRi  unoesvM  ir  i»jJ  mi  l!  jul  T/rsenea  clear,  bni  Paddy  Lad  31 iCunaph  6i  aud'Cn.  C-ji 

HEAD  OYER  HEELSi  t"v.  luHway.  r>c\  {.a*  lo  cnaliiirige  Wi  a' T.  Un  li.  uEar.can  iDonuUer  M.  Gd- 

rmj. 

wmSSSS He Jiua,  y   iiii.  -   Kkten  and  oure*»l  l<ral  twlon^  t»  Si  tv  5amtac  .Cneam  a.  Gd-5h) n«aou?-p-  *.«■<  :i  mi.  c.ni.  we*.  Jin  or£.  bSi  61.  u   fiej  Cufiwiiia  iuo:d«KNl  71  Gdl ■OlwJWETTOi  IM  mjidv  i.nol  ivrong.  Deni  Migni  Flignj  j   ricas  iHOTiitiun  Si. Gi| 

“I* OF  SKYB  Chaud  lejijerL.  nun;  loh  iniad>*  Lai  new  on.  sm  li  ot  nHAD  OVER  ,'Varmiulh  51 

43yos  Gdj 

Channel  4 

4.10  LADBROKES  AYRSWRE  HANDICAP  1reCS2#13 

601  Kill*-  NINIA  (8)  (» ret) (D) (BF)  U   xiwKon  4-16-1 :0£xS'  TERTIUM  (8)  (DJ  1.1  Wane  4-*-i: 
206100  QUEENS  CONSUL  (8)  (0)  B   flWnweU  (-5-5   

« ’   1 1   GIVE  ME  A   RING  (48)  (D)  C   7ninun  J-9-5 

MB2K  KlHO  RAT  (9)  T   Elwrmitji  S-9-!  -       
£®*-  XALA  SUNBUE  (7)  C   Smipi  J-6-i     

070-050  SHARP  PROSPECT  (13)  (D)  U   Sojna  6-9-L  ..  . 

7113^6  HA«nKSLEYHIU.(8)(TD(BF)Ui^iR4mv3t>n^-i  .   . I44-7K,  SOME  HORSE  (82)  UtLOraoner  >9-1   

C13tO  9CAHADBH  (8)  (CD)  5   r.uBVyvoil  i-i-iZ 
M5431  OUHilNG  (8)  (5b  ex)  M   Bens  4-6-10  . . 

COUREUN  (107)  (D)HHaiwiMnj  7-8-9  . (SU'D  CETCBAATIOH  CAKE  (18)  (OR  (BF)  Uli;.  l   Pkrrra-  4-8-9 

61HC1  KMC  CURAN  (13)  (CO)  D   Havre  Jonas  i-8-7 
Mfci-J  PRIDE  OF  PCNDLE  (6)  (D)  D   Nicholn  7-8-5 

502 

303 

304 
80S 
306 
807 

810 

311 

513 
513 

814 

SIS 
518 

317 
318 

—   K   Shad  (7)  7 

.   JCatiwC  12 
.   HFaattnB 

J   Fortune  2 
J   Tala  14 

A   Dariey  1 

F   Lynch (3) 15 

.   33  Hanboa  18 
.   JWeaaara 

..AMaokay  13* 20*tlu  SPANISH  VERDICT  (17)  (8)  Dm,  l   5mnn  9-8-2 
0312*1  RETFREM(6S)P)C  =3r»er:-6-3 

£?HH'  EURO  SCEPTIC  (1S)(D)T  =4^,^  j-7-i) ...  G   DutlMd  5 

.   CHM4 

D   Wright  (3)  11* 

TOPTORM  TIPS:  NWa  6,  Prtd*  Ol  Pcadb  T.Tcrtkaa  6 

Bsttiav  11-2  PiHV  0;  Pynji®  (-1  C>«  U'?  A   Fin  j.  7-1  ruaistc,  MUI.S-:  Ttrrium.  10-1  Ikrua.  QuiUiog  H*J Ftam  18 

FOKM  GUIDE  -   MODE  OF  PENDLE:  Lnd  .'ve1  ir  our  unl.1  eloir  Home  arj n   Jri  ol  25  33i  H.  u   Gladyt 

Ajmgrjw.  HAWh5l£1  H-il  ere.  Wn  10  TcRTtUU  an.  2Jil  iDcn^ifr  iqi  net 
GIVE  ME  A   RBMfc  U^dr  an  -.narvn  up  over  ii  )ul  ran  on  sl-oogt,  dsji  Kjmarr  :)i  i-'Con  Im  II  htp.  Gd). 
NINIA:  hi  tfluen,  njir.pvred  :;-h  cl  IT  D’n  171.  ̂    CWrre  rr«  .tar^aslei  im  H   hsp.  2o-Fmi. 
QULLWIkLM  cilia  nt.(nv.;«ai  '.Ytnaaiaa  mm  .Dimassi G:  7ni' 
RET  ROL  Made  on  «vn  CKSIrnri  ToH  G<  S-Mn  3   np;r  iDonuier  In  Ttrp  Gd-Fm] 

4.40  CLARENDON  CARPETS  CROUP  CONDfTKMS  STAKES  2YO  71  (4381 

801  ?54l»  MUJOVA  (20)  S   HDiiinyiew  9-J  .   .     F   Lynch  (3)  3 

802  525113*  HALOWING  (9)    JWoavar-e 
SOS  5   CATIEMU5  (14)  LI  ;ioun,  6-12      K   D*rhy  4 
604  -   HKUHUAY(19)BH,lleg-U     KFMhmfi 
SOB  soil  WHATHAPPBtEDWAS(SB)UMNdt9-ll   D5wHnav(7)2 

806  D   CORAL  STRAND  (43)  J   KatS  F-"   JCwrafll 
TOP  FtNNITIPSi  MWowa  8,  Habwhq  7 

’   Harj-nng  5-2  Mu.jvd.  5-1  Cjiieniri.  71*41  (Yaa.  8-1  High  wav.  10-1  Coral  Strand  6 

    GUIDE  -   HALOWIWfc  ncdiwa,  i.ei  2i  out  raved  2D  well  imai  lurioag.  *tn  ol  22.  bln  231.  to 
Nigtnbird  iDoKawr  (i  ti</.jj  ncr  ̂ s> 

MUJOVAiCluroed  Ingden. ravwd  on  orj»r  piniure  ffi*  Ji  3£i  bre  Si  0   Uiu  Stamper  'Curragn  (I  Gd] 
CAUDtUb  heij  mden  y/ei  21  our  cue tice  5in  ji  11)  bnm  4.V  D   Faiak  iKempfi"  TI.  Gd> 
WKATHAPPQS)WASeVHa)ita>  lvii  end.  one  utatinaitLrianp.  Jir<  3110  W?  V 10  VlttW  By  TNj  Ftp 

(Bare  5>  iciyire  ncp.  Gd> 
fBGHWAYi bJotrlv  Intli'j  ac  rieadnav TIOuLLeplori  AP 017  ti'n 8i  10  AppiphenSJon,Ma*dr»cL7l. CD^mi 

CORAL  STRAND:  Meyer  oa.-igerovs  ?lh  a   12  bw  121  0   trafr  Aoawd  l^nidtUT  t-‘.  Gd-F.-ni 

5.1  O   ROBERT  WYPSI  MOTORS  HANDICAP  2a)  II  lOSydm  CS^MO 
511 1 14  RUSHEN  RAIDER  (■)  K   Hogg  4-9-13 

0-01.  D   AW  ADAH  (1907)  J   Goldie  9-9-10  -   -   . 
45-1004  GOOD  HAND  (41)  (Cl  5   KcttJcuen  16-6-5 
102621  UNCLE  DOUG  (24)  Ur,  K   Raveim  i -« 
114208  SHIRLEY  SUE  (6)  U   Johnston  3-8-1?  ... 

213153  GREAT  ORATION  (37)  m   F   Wilson  7-6-3 

5H600  ZAMHAREEJH24)  W   5ttre>  5-6-6  .   .   . 

3010-00  KEEN  TOTHE  LAST  (13)  M   HJironcdd  4-6-   -   — - 
00-3412  STAN  PERFORMER  (1 1)  (D)  (BF)  Ml»  U   Re*elny  6-8-f  ...KDaibyS 
212524  PWLMUT (S3) (BF)W£isev *-fc-l   NKanaedylO* 
214306  ALWARGA  (33)  D   Mcrolia  3-8-3     JI  Matter  7 

<11-63344  PALACE  OF  GOLD  (134)  (BF)  L   Lungd  6-7- 10  .     TWMbnaS 
TOP  FORM  TIPS:  Good  Hred  8,  ItediH  RMda,  7,  Unria  Doog  8 

Battbgr  1 M   Unde  Doug.  7-2  Fuatien  Piidor  5-1  Snulsr  Suo.  Good  t4and  6-1  Sur  Perurmer.  16-1  GraU 
Oration.  Zarnhareer.  12  nrenma. 

S 
4 
5 
a 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

.   -ICbnochS 

  Q   Laa  (5)  11 

.JFMmI 

AD4te<3 

-   .   .   J   Waavar  12 ...  JC  Fatal 

.   _   laaa  Wanda  (7)0 

J   Canon  4 

Results 

AYR 
2-1Qi  1,  LITTLE  HLAML  U   BYCH  (15-2L  3. 
OoM  Ugt  (5-1  CO  lav):  S,  13^*1* 

Soon  |5-1  cotavL  5-1  co  lav  Rtvonla.  16  ran. 
1.  2.  (T  EaaurOy)  Tola  OLOO;  £3.10,  £1.80, 
EUXL  OF:  £33.20.  CSF-  E44.B3.  Trio:  £43A 

IM  1,  IRAVC  3MNMMM  J   Car- 
roN  (5-1);  2,  —   Mantete  (3-1):  *. 

—yaalipre  Air  (8-1)  11 -3  lav  Jackson  Fa  lb. 7   ran.  IS.  1.  (Mbs  L   Penan)  Tola:  CKSft 

£2-20.  £1.70.  Dual  F:  CB.B0.  CSF:  C1&05. 
3.10.  1,  ABLE  SHBWF,  A   CuMAAe 

nfr-l);  2,  Papahny  (12-1).  3,  Aaanre 

(16-1):  4,  Maa  B^wrig  (20- 1L  10-1  co  tav Carnionnaur.  Insider  Tradar.  Grand 

Chapeau  8   Stephenaona  RockaL  22  ran.  & 

U|MW  EaslerOy)  Tale:  £27.30.  £5.70. 
£2-30,  £3.10  Dual  F:  E16BJ0.  CSF:  C185G3. 
Trtcast  £2071.70  Trio:  £711.00 
040: 1,  CONSPIRACY,  K   Dariey  (3-1):  *. 
Bupwrlor  Praaihm  (20—1);  3,  Snap 

Crackla  Pop  (16-2).  15-8  lav  Jooa.  3   ran.  3. 
K.  (J  Dunkkp)  Tottr  £3.50:  Cl  JO  £3X0.  El  AO 
Dual  F-  £34  EG  CSF:  £46.00  Trio:  £47  JO. 
4.1  ft  1,  ETTBBY  PARK,  J   Weaver  (6-1); 

2,  naeahrevy  Avwntaa  (6-4  (av):  3,  oere- 
(6-1).  7   ran.  7. 3K  IM  Johnston)  T. 

£730  £2.60  £1-00  DF:  £060.  CSF:  C1BJ2. 
<•401 1,  REX  MUNDI,  Mr  W   McLaughlin 
(12-lk  2,  CaMor  King  (13-2):  X   Btonn- 

laaa  fg-s);  4,  MaMaa  Om  Boy  (16-1).  4-1 
lev  MerUalaaanylhm.  16  ran  X,  it.  nfc.  (P 
Evans)  Tola:  £18.30;  £3 LX).  £1  JO.  £1.40 
£4.70  Dual  F:  £B7EO  CSF:  £8030  Trlcaat 

£38025.  Trkr  £12030 
5.10:  1,  CAimON,  G   Carte  (100-30);  2. 

PreQazz  (16-1):  8,  Tact  Tba  NMar  (6-4 

lav).  10  ran.  X.  3K  (Mrs  J   Ramadan)  T: 
£4.10:  £1.60,  £420,  £1.10.  DF:  £47.00.  Trio. 
£18.60.  CSF:  £52-75.  NR:  Rad  Romanos. 

JACKPOTk  Not  won.  £8.146.78  carrlod  tor- ward  to  Ayr  today. 

QUAOTOliO&N.  PLACSPOn  £20080. 

L1NGFIELO 

2-201  9,  EAGER  TO  PLEASE.  T   Oulnn 

(7-1 Y.  3.  NWBnnr  (4-1  (*vV.  3,  Ttakre** Sarprtac  (6-2).  12  ran.  3. 3.  (J  Berry)  Tola: 

£S20  £1.40.  Cl  JO,  £2.00.  Dual  P   £112G 
CSF:  S3ZM.  Trio:  C12J0. 
2-SOi  1,  HtSCIBIF  STAR,  D   Gnlflihm 

(11-2):  S,  Dte«P  (6-2  lav);  8.  Ralaio  Chnrer 
(7-1);  4,dre«tTani  (SD-1).  16  ran.  Hd.  3K 
(D  Etewonh)  Tola:  £7^40:  ElJto.  £1 50.  £1.70, 
£42G  Dual  F:  £15.60.  CSF:  £29.58.  Trlcaat: 
£18623.  Trio:  OS2G  NR:  Studio  Thirty. 

9,  BANDORE,  W   R   Swtntxim  (2-1 

lav):  2,  Loyo  (11-4).  B,  A3  In  Leathar 
(6-1).  1 1   ran.  Hd.  IX  (D  Lodcrl  Twe:  £2.90; 

£120. £1  1G£l  20. Dual F: £4.00  CSF'  £8  70 Trio-  £12.00  NR'  Forward  Mas.  II  Falco 

SJMk  1,  CHEWIT,  Candy  Morrn  1 9—1  lav): 

3.  Mgh  Hop.  Hoary  13-1):  3,  Bta  Flyer 
(13-2).  4   ran.  3X.  2.  |A  Mcorel  Tote  £2.50 Dual  F'  £2-40  CSF.  £5.5?. 

4GO:  I.SEIGNEURiAL,  A   Clark  13-1  Uvl, 

S,  WfaHetaNr  (6-1  ):3,  Lead  ORaier  |4-li 7   ran.  1   Jt  hd.  (G  Harwood)  Tole  C3  40.  £2.00. 

£4.30.  Dual  F-  £17  go  CSF:  £19.38 
4-30:  4,  MOROCCO,  A   Eddery  (20-1);  2, 

Ambnr  Fort  (1 6-1 V,  3,  Qorimoratrem  Preh 

(9-1);  4,  Sea  Danzig  i?0-1l  4-1  lav  Ona- 
lorth ©ditch.  18  ran.  IS.  nk.  |U  Channon) 

Tole-  £26-40;  £110.  £4  00  £3  00  Dual  F- 
£1.740.60  CSF;  £301  84  TrlcaW  C2W2J1. 
5G0c  1,  WHITE  PLAINS,  P   Mullen  (4-1  |l 

lavL  3.  Pl.el.BUi  (4-1  II  lavl;  3,  PriBtora 
4b*l20-l).  15  ran.  Nk  K   iMBeUvT:  £2.90: 
£1.50.  E2.30.  £1650.  DF:  £8.80  CSF  C21.24. 
Tncasr  £278  19  NR:  Sweel  Pavlova 
QUADPOT:  £31820.  PLACEPOT:  C386.6G 

YARMOUTH 

L3(h  1,  AIR  EXPRESS,  B   Doyle  (5-1  lavl. 

2,  (brand  Lad  (9-4):  3,  Pndcty  Lad  1 10-3).  5 
ran.  IK.  1*.  1C  Brinainl  Tow  £1.80;  £1.20. 

£1.80.  DualF  £3.00.  CSF  £4.12. 

3-00:  1.  CORNICHE  QUEST,  R   HugheG 

(10-11:  3,  Karri.  Lo  Bear  (8-11:  3,  Polar 
Retrain  (4-1  |t  lav),  «,  ABwHFR  Than 
112-1).  4-1  (I  lav  Another  Nlghlrnaie.  18  ran. 
Hd.  shd.  |M  Channon i   Tote  £7.90:  Cl. BO 
£2.10.  £1  50.  C3.80.  Dual  F   £0500.  CSF: 

£91  13.  Trlrast  £368.99.  Trio:  E46.-KL  NFL 
Presenl  n   Correct  SWUSIIciBn. 

3

-

 

3

0

:

 

 

1,  JIVUSH,  S   Hills  (3-1  lav);  2, 

Flocbeck  

17-2);  

3.  
Toy  

Princaaa  

(12-1 

).  
8 

r»n  
5.  

3H  
|H  

Thcmson  

Joneel  

Tow  

£3.10: £150.  

£1.60.  

£1 
60.  

Dual  

f:  
£440.  

CSF. 
£12.02.  

TrlcatC  

C74.S4.  

Trio  

£22.20.  

NFC 

Embryonic. 

4

-

 

O

O

e

 

 

1,  HIGH  ROLLER,  W   Ryan  (10-11 

lav).  

2,  
Toofifco  

(8-1  
j:  

a,  
Ireflfforent  

Qav 
(96-1).  

16  
ran.  

5.  
X.  

(H  
Cecil)  

Tow  

£150: 
£1.70.  

£2.60.  

£4.00  

Dual  

F   E12.2G  

CSF' 

£10.82.  

Trar  

C70.70. 4E0a  1.  CAM  CAM  LADY,  U   Hills  (7-11;  8, 

Satal  Star  (12-1 );  8,Uar*dl(9-2).  12  ran. 
13.  nk.  IM  Johnston)  T-  £9.90.  £260.  £550. 
0.90.  DF:  £81.20.  CSF:  MS  43  TriCBBt 
£400  42  Tno  £107.40.  NR:  Fancy  A   Fonune. 

5

-

 

O

O

r

 

 

1,  WQHT  OF  BLASS,  N   Day  (7-2 

uv):  

a,  
DiaMoifaia  

l2S-1j;  

3,  
Northern 

Qr«y|l4-1);  

4,  
named  

(14-D.  

IB  
ran.  

2.1. ID  
Morris)  

Tole  

£4.40:  

E2i0,  

£7  
80,  

£4  
40. C5.10  

Dual  

F.  
£101.10.  

CSF  

E645l.TrlcaBi: 

Cl.  
136.01.  

NR  

Hrandonvllle.  

Or  
CaligarV 

OUADPOT:  

£21.10.  

PLACEPOT:  

£7 
150 

insu 
A   very  down  to  earth 

question. 
The  words  'American  Express'  are  under- 

stood around  the  world.  That's  important  if 
you're  abroad  and  you  find  you  need 
medical  attention,  cover  for  lost  baggage  or 

personal  property,  compensation  for  travel 
delay  or  funding  for  legal  expenses.  So  if 

you  need  emergency  assistance  or  even 

pre-travel  advice,  our  representatives  are  on 
call  24  hours  a   day  wherever  on  earth  you 

are.  We  offer  a   choice  of  competitively-priced 

annual  or  single  trip  policies  that  you  need 

not  be  a   Cardmember  to  take  advantage  of. 

You  see,  your  travel  insurance  provider  can 
make  a   world  of  difference. 

To  find  out  how  we  can  help  you 

do  move  with  travel  insurance,  call: 

0800  700737 

Insurance 

Services 

Policy  terms  and  conditions  are  available  upon  request. 

American  Express  Services  Europe  Limited.  Reg.  Office.  Portland  House.  I   Slag  Hace.  London  SIV7E5F/.'.  Reg-  No.  1833139. 
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14  SPORTS  NEWS 
Cricket 

County  Championship :   Leicestershire  v   Middlesex 

The  Guardian  Friday  September  an 

|   Rugby  Uviion 

f*
1 

Running  Fox  stands  on  verge  of  title  “£** 
Mike  Sehrey  at  Grace  Road 

IT  IS  typical  of  cricket  that 
when  its  premier  competi-

 
tion comes  to  a   climax  the 

weather  interferes.  The 

Running  Fox  will  not  be 

quibbling,  however,  for  while 

Surrey  kicked  their  heels  at 

The  Oval  and  Kent  came  hor- 

ribly unstuck  with  the  bat  at 
Bristol.  Leicestersh

ire  were 

able  to  make  sufficient
  head- 

way to  anticipate  becoming 

champions  by  tomorrow. 
Bad  light  permitted  no  play 

in  the  final  session,  but  by 
then  the  Leicestershire  pace 
attack  had  taken  advantage  of 

a   green-tinted  pitch  to  have 
Middlesex  83  for  six  at  lunch 
and  ttll  out  for  190  to  gain 
maximum  bowling  points. 
Then,  as  the  light  began  to 
close  in  before  tea.  they 
reduced  the  deficit  by  36  for 
the  loss  of  Vince  Wells. 
Two  further  bonus  points 

with  the  bat  would  be  suffi- 

cient to  see  off  Kent's  chal- lenge. and  then  it  would  be 
down  to  Surrey  and  them- 

selves. Already  the  cham- 
pagne can  goon  ice. 

Middlesex  made  a   poor  fist 
of  tilings  after  Mike  Gutting 
won  the  toss  and  decided  to 
bat  first.  .All  his  batsmen, 
with  the  exception  of  Mark 

Raraprakash  and  later  Rich- 
ard .Johnson,  who  made  27  of 

a   seventh-wicket  stand  of  80. 
struggled  against  the  pace  or 
Alan  Mullally  (four  for  53) 
and  David  Millns  Uwo  for  42). , 
and  the  variation  of  Phil  Sim- 

mons. Gordon  Parsons  and 
Wells  who  shared  the  remain- 

ing wickets. 

Amid  some  faulty  tech- 
niques and  unmemorable 

shots.  Ramprakash  played  su- 
premely well  for  more  than 

three  hours  to  make  71.  After 
a   torrid  winter  in  which  he 
failed  to  establish  himself  in 

the  England  side,  his  interna- 
tional career  appears  to  be  on 

hold:  a   pity  because  there  are 
few  more  talented  batsmen 
around.  Perhaps  he  will 
return. 
This  was  a   determined, 

skilful  effort  that  included  10 
boundaries  and  two  sixes, 
both  the  product  of  an  eagle 
eye  and  razor  instinct  and 
clumped  off  the  front  foot 
miles  over  midwicket. 

Only  a   couple  of  times  did  i 
he  appear  in  trouble.  When  , 
26.  he  edged  Parsons,  busting 
a   gut  into  a   sturdy  headwind, 
towards  first  slip  only  for  the 
wicketkeeper  Paul  Nixon  to 
dive  and  push  it  away.  On  67. 
he  top-edged  the  same  bowler 

i   over  the  keeper  as  he  tried  to 
hook  a   bouncer.  This  time 
relief  was  shortlived:  next 

ball  he  drove  a   straight- 
forward return  catch. 

With  the  exception  of  Nix- 
on's exuberance  all  the 

bowlers  were  backed  by  the 

sort  of  high-class  close  catch- 
ing that  has  been  a   feature  of 

Leicestershire's  success  this season.  Wells  took  a   trio  at 
slip,  including  a   shell  to  get 
rid  of  Tufhell,  and  Simmons, 
despite  an  ankle  injury  that 
kept  him  off  the  field  for  a 
while,  plunged  to  his  right  at 
first  slip  to  take  onehanded 
the  chance  to  remove  Keith 
Brown.  Simmons  is  renowned 
as  a   catcher  of  swallows,  but 
this  was  as  good  as  they  come. 

A   -v 

4 

A;#S3 

v'^1 

tT'  &-«v ?   y   -*,, 

Following  suit . . .   umpires  Leadbeater  and  Willey  imitate  the  Leicestershire  huddle  as  another  Middlesex  wicket  falls 
PHOTOGRAPH:  ROSS  KWNAJRD 

Gloucestershire v Kent  Essex  have  eyes 
Inspired  Walsh  puts  Kent  in  cold  sweat  on  second-best 
Paul  Weaver  at  Bristol 

THIS  was  one  of  those 
charcoal-grey,  bitterly 
cold  days  when  one  half- 

expects  the  new  ball  to  be 
shared  by  Vincent  Price  and 
Peter  Cushing.  There  was 
also  a   hint  of  the  funereal 

about  Kent's  title  hopes. 
They  were  bowled  out  for 

154  in  only  59.4  overs,  so  fail- 
ing to  win  a   single  batting 

point  and  their  head-hanging 
batsmen  returned  to  the  pa- 

vilion in  such  swift  succes- 
sion that  they  might  have 

been  mistaken  for  a   cortege. 

It  is  not  yet  all  over  for 
Kent  though.  They  started 
the  day  )5  points  behind  the 
leaders  but  if  they  now  win 
after  taking  a   maximum  four 
bowling  points,  which  is  quite 
possible  on  this  indifferent 
pitch,  and  get  a   lot  of  help 
from  Middlesex  at  Grace 
Road,  they  could  still  pip 
Leicestershire  by  a   single 
point  But  they  probably  have 
a   better  chance  of  winning 
the  National  Lottery. 
Courtney  Walsh  was  again 

Gloucestershire’s  most  suc- 
cessful bowler  with  four  for 

50.  which  means  he  is  the 

country's  leading  wicket- 

taker  with  81.  Little  wonder 

he  has  been  offered  a   new- 
two-year  contract 

Kent  won  the  toss  and  may 

regret  their  decision  to  bat. 
The  pitch  is  very  slow  and  of 

uneven  bounce:  low  and  very- low.  Trevor  Ward,  however, 

showed  that  runs  were  avail- 
able to  the  determined.  He 

scored  86  in  3'->  hours  before 
top-edging  a   pull  against 
Mark  Aileyne.  He  might  have 

been  out  to  the  previous  deliv- 
ery when  he  pulled  a   short 

one  to  deep  square  leg; 
Andrew  Symonds  parried  the 
ball  as  he  stepped  back  over 

the  rope  and  then  came  for- 

ward again  to  complete  the 
catch,  but  Ward  was  given  not 
out  under  Law  32(a)  which 
says  a   fielder  must  remain  on 
the  field  at  all  times  while 

taking  a   catch. 
Batting  looked  difficult  for 

Kent  from  the  moment  Mat- 
thew Walker  was  out  to  the 

last  ball  of  the  first  over.  It 
was  in  the  second  hour  that 
things  went  really  wrong. 
Matthew  Fleming  was 

caught  at  second  slip  at  49 
and  at  62  Carl  Hooper  was  lbw 
to  Symonds.  playing  back. 
Without  addition  Nigel  Llong 
was  bowled  by  a   delivery 
which  kept  low.  Mark  Ealham 

was  fifth  out  at  87,  shortly  be- 
fore lunch,  to  a   diving  right- 

hand  catch  by  Jack  Russell  off 

Andy  Smith. Kent's  hopes  of  a   decent 
score  were  ruined  when  they 
lost  three  further  wickets 

with  the  score  on  101.  Gra- 
ham Cowdrey  was  caught  at 

slip  and  then  Steve  Marsh 
and  Min  Patel  were  caught 
behind  in  the  space  of  four Walsh  deliveries. 

•   Surrey’s  coach  Dave  Gil- 
bert took  The  Oval’s  ground- staff  to  task  between  the 

showers  yesterday,  complain- 

ing that  they  had  not  ade- 
quately covered  part  of  the 

square.  That  he  said,  might 
have  stopped  play  getting 

under  way  even  if  the  rains 
had  not  returned  at  2.30pm. “This  is  such  a   big  game 

that  we  should  be  doing  all  we 

can  to  ensure  play,"  said  the 
Australian.  "There  was  an 
area  of  the  square  which  got 

very  boggy,  but  it  wasn’t  cov- 
ered this  morning.  It  is  now." 

WITH  the  champion- 

ship title  moving  in- 

exorably Leicester- shire's way,  the  £30.000 

cheque  for  second  place  has 

become  the  target  of  poten- 
tial. if  only  partial,  com- 

pensation for  their  rivals. 

Fourth-placed  Essex  cer- 
tainly have  their  eyes  on  the 

money  and,  with  their  visi- tors Glamorgan,  dodged  the 
showers  at  Chelmsford 
where  Graham  Gooch  (62) 
and  Nasser  Hussain  (60) 

remained  unruffled  as  they 
took  the  home  side  to  148  for 
one  before  the  weather 

finally  won  shortly  after  tea. 
Derbyshire  were  in  no 

mood  to  offer  the  bottom 

dub  Durham  any  late-sea- 

son  sympathy.  Phi 1   De Frei- tas took  decisive  toll  with 
five  for  60  and,  with 
Andrew  Harris  chipping  in  , 

with  three  for  32,  Durham  , 
survived  only  45.1  overs  for  I 
142  runs.  Chris  Adams  then 

M 

Scoreboard 

Britannic  Assurance 

County  Championship (Today  10  30) 

ChafcmHor±  Essex  (Opts)  have  made  148 
lor  one  against  Glamorgan  (0). 

G   A   Gooch  not  out     02 
A   P   Grayson  c   Shaw  b   Welkin   IS 
N   Hussain  not  out           SO 

Extras  i*4.  nblO)         14 

Total  dor  1.  40.2  overs)   148 
M   of  wtofcati  33 

To  bit:  S   G   Law.  "P  J   Prichard,  H   C   Irani, 
ffl  J   Rollins.  M   C   llotL  A   P   Cowan.  SJW 
Andrew.  P   M   Such. 

Bowl  toga  Watkin  10-3-33-1:  Parkin 
9-0-25-0;  Hemp  2-0-28-0;  Dale  6-1-23-0; 
CioH  10-2-2-25-0.  Cosker  3-0-10-0. 
OUMO«W*  s   P   James.  H   Monts.  D   L 

Hemp.  "M  P   Maynard.  P   A   Cottey.  A   Dale. 
tA  D   Shaw,  ROB  Craft  D   A   Cosher.  S   L 
Wafldn.  0   T   Parkin. 

Umpkrosa  J   W   Holder  and  R   Julian. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE  v   KENT 

Brixtofc  GlaucceuratHre  IJpts)  trail  Ken  I 

(0)  by  145  runs  with  all  first-innings  wick- ets standing. 

KENT 

M   V   Fleming  c   Lynch  b   Aileyne   SI 
M   J   Walker  lbw  b   Walsh         O 
T   R   Ward  c   Walsti  b   AUeyne   80 

C   L   Hoonor  lbw  b   Symonds     8   I 
N   j   Ltong  b   Symonds  -   ......       o 
M   A   Ealham  c   Rusaall  b   Smith   

G   R   Cowdrey  c   Ball  b   Walsh     4 
-tS  A   Marsh  c   Russell  b   Walsh      o 
M   M   Parol  c   Russell  b   Walsti     O 
M   J   McCapue  not  out         12 

D   W   Headley  c   Russell  b   Smith  .   1 
Extras  (b4.  wl.  nb6]     13 

Total  159.4  overe)   1S4 
Fa*  of  widkata:  1. 49.  82.  82.  87.  101. 101. 101.  ISO 

Bowl  In  Walsh  15-3-50-4;  Smith  ■ 
14.4-4-98-2:  Aileyne  10-1-30-2:  Symonds  I 
ir-e-ai-a  Bait  3-a-a-o.  f 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  a   YORKSHIRE 

Nornarapfou:  Yorkshire  ilpij  have  made 

213  lor  three  against  Northamptonshire 

M   D   Uoxon  c   T   M   B   Bailey 

b   PenberOiy  —             57 
M   P   Vaughan  not  out     as 

*D  Byas  c   Brown  b   Taylor     21 
A   McGrath  c   Curran  b   Innes   27 
R   A   KstUeborough  not  out      ...  5 
Extras  (hi.  1b5,  nb2)         8 

Total  Dor  3.  84  overs)   213 
FaB  of  wink  eta:  112.  144.  206. 

To  bah  C   White,  fR  J   Blaksy.  □   Gough.  G 

M   Hamilton.  C   E   W   Sihrerwood.  R   D   Stomp 

Bowling:  Taylor  15-2-65-1:  tnnes 10-0-30-1;  Emburay  15-6-41-0:  Penberthy 
9-2-28-1;  Brown  13— 1-36-0:  Walton 2-0-5-0. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE!  m   B   Loye.  R   R 

Montgomerie.  J   Bailey.  K   M   Curran.  T 
C   Walton.  A   L   Penbartfry.  J   E   Efliburey.  K   J 

limes.  TT  M   B   Bailey.  J   P   Taylor  J   F 

Brown. 
Ompinw:  B   Dudleston  and  A   whitehead. 

proceeded  to  demonstrate bow  easy  batting  can  be  by 

rushing  to  77  as  Derbyshire 
made  136  for  two. 
The  England  A   tourist 

Michael  Vaughan  chose  to 
walk  ofT  for  bad  light  while 

unbeaten  on  95  at  North- 
ampton. where  Yorkshire reached  213  for  four.  But  he 

had  by  then  passed  1,000 
runs  for  the  season  in  an 

opening  stand  of  112  with Martyn  Moxon  (57). 
The  Hampshire  opener 

I   Jason  Lanev  also  had  a 

good  day:  he  scored  an  un- beaten 76  against  Notting- 
hamshire and  was  awarded 

his  county  cap.  With  Giles 
White  (73)  he  posted  only 

Hampshire's  second  cen- 
tury opening  stand  of  the 

summer  at  147. Sussex  were  humbled  for 
141  at  Hove  by  Somerset, 
for  whom  the  reputedly  un- 

settled Andy  Caddick 

weighed  in  with  five  for  58. 

DERBYSHIRE  v   DURHAM 

Daftiy:  Derbyshire  fJpts)  trail  Durham  (0) 

by  Sn  rune  with  eight  lirsl-mnmgs  wickets 

standing. 

DURHAM 

nr»t  Inning* 

S   Hutton  c   Adams  b   Malcolm  IB 
J   E   Morris  c   Adams  b   DeFratas     S 

J   A   Daley  c   Adams  t   DeFreiias      35 
M   A   Roseberry  lbw  b   Defreilas        2 

P   D   Collmgwood  c   Krikken D   DeFrellas  ...          8 

TD  G   C   Ligertwooa  t>  CeFrelUs      O 
DHCwc  Jones  D   Harm          2* 
M   M   Belts  b   Dean    32 "SJE  Biown  c   Adams  b   Harris  .   ..  3 

M   J   Saggers  b   Harris  ..  ..  __     12 A   Walker  nol  oui    ...       1 

Ejuaslbl.lb4.w1!         B 

Total  145.1  over 3 1             142 
Fafl  of  wickets:  6.  38.  47.  67,  67.  80  104. 
117.  135 

BowBnip  Malcolm  n-2-4i-i;  DeFreiue 21-2-60-5;  Hams  12-4-32-3,  Dean 

I.I-0-4-I. 

SUSSEX  v   SOMERSET 

How  Somerset  (Apts)  trail  Sussex  (0)  by 

96  runs  with  nine  nraWnntngs  wickets 

standing. 

SUSSRX nr  at  kintnga 

N   J   Lenham  c   Holloway  b   Cadchck  _   18 
C   W   J   Athay  lbw  b   Lae         7 
R   K   Rao  c   Harden  b   Caddick      17 
*A  P   Wells  c   Trescoffilck  b   Caddick  1 
K   Greenfield  c   Lathwefl  b   Lee     *1 
V   C   Drake*  c   Trump  b   Caddick     2 

■   TP  Mooras  clD  Shine     33 1   D   K   Salisbury  lbw  b   Caddick     8 
D   R   Law  b   Lee      32 
N   C   Phillips  not  out     1 

R   J   iGrUey  lbw  b   Lee     3 

Extras  IB>3.  nb7)         IO 

Total  (43.1  overs)   *41 
FbM  20.  42.  44.  44.  53.  63.  TO.  13J.  137. 

Bowling:  Caddick  15-2-58-5;  Shine  . 
10-4-28-1;  Lee  18.1-5-52-4 

N   J   Tralnor  not  out     8 

MON  Windows  not  out     2 
Extras  (Ibl)     1 

Total  (Mr  0.  12 A   overs)     B 

To  bwb  A   Symonds.  M   A   Lynch.  R   I   Daw- 
son. U   W   AUeyne.  1R  C   Bussed.  R   P   Davis. 

A   M   Smith.  M   C   J   Ban.  -C  A   Walsh. 
Bowllwgi  McCague  6-4-S-O:  Headley 
4. 4-2- 3-0:  Ealham  2-2-0-0. 
Umpires:  D   J   Constant  and  T   E   Jeaty. 

Southampton^  Hampshire  dpi)  have 

made  213  lor  two  against  Nottinghamshire 

10J. 

Phone  for  a   free  quote  weekdays  8am-8pm,  Saturday  9em-2pm.  Motor  insurance  not  available  in  Northern  Ireland. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  quote  for  rented  unfurnished  accommodation. 

G   W   White  b   Franks            T3  j   , 

4   S   Lanev  nol  out            78 
P   R   Whitaker  c   Noon  h   Franks     O   2J 

■R  A   Smith  notout     42  rpjrS? 
Extras  Obfl.  nb14)   jn  A   F   Glto 

Total  (Tor  2.  89  overel   213  ExtrBa  ^ 

Fafl  of  Mlulllte  147.  149.  Tq.  .   . 
To  tet  w   8   Kendall.  i_  J   Botham.  tA  N   iT 5 

Aymes.  S   D   Udai.  R   J   Mani.  J   N   B   BovlU.  8   T_  -   -   n 

J   Renshaw  “ BowDitg:  Calms  ll-l-41-O;  Bowen 
20-2-65-0:  Today  15-2-56-0:  Franks 

14-3-24-2:  Aftord  9-3-19-0 

HOTTWOHAHSHfRE:  R   T   RoMnaon.  M   P   ■ 

Dowman.  G   F   Archer.  "P  Johnson.  U   At-  *TYVr-T* zaal.  C   L   Calrne.  C   M   Tolley.  tW  M   Noon, 
M   N   Bowen.  P   J   Franks.  J   A   AHortL  teeGYal 

Uraplnsi  G   I   Buigess  and  V   A   Holder. 

M   N   Lathwotl  not  out       as 

M   E   Treeco thick  c   Moore*  b   Drakes  1 ■P  D   Bowler  not  out         13 

Extras  (wl.  nb2)           a 

Total  (tor  1.  7JS  overs)     _.~43 

FMI  of  wlddeti  23. 

To  bste  R   J   Harden.  P   C   L   Holloway.  S 
Lae.  tfi  J   Turner.  A   R   Caddick.  H   R   J 
Tramp.  K   J   Shine.  A   C   Comm. 

Bowllngr  Drakes  4-0-31-1-  Law 

3.6-0-14-D. 
Utdfiiree:  J   H   Hampshire  and  J   □   Bond. 

WARWICKSHIRE  V   LANCJkSMRB 

UfbMtmi  Warwickshire  (ipn  have 
made  233  tor  seven  against  Lancashire 

WARWICKSHIRE 
N   V   Knight  lbw  b   Chappie     SB 
A   J   Moles  c   Keedy  b   Osman     n 
W   G   Khan  tow  b   Green  -         e 
M   Burns  c   Lloyd  b   Knotty   «1 

T   L   Penney  c   8   b   Thchard  ..........  ’   23 

D   R   Brown  c   Falmoiher  b   Chanpie"  1* 
fK  J   Piper  c   Lloyd  b   Yates  ....     17 

N   M   K   Smith  not  out     ... .   ' 
A   F   Giles  nol  out     
Extras  fb4.  ms.  wZ  nb15)     SB 

Total  (Mr  7.  74  overa)       n« 

H   50.  58.  61.  100.  137.  IBB.  196~  " 

To  bato  G   Welch.  T   A   Munton. 

Bowling:  Chappls  19-6-33-2.  Green 13-1—45-1:  Galllan  ii-2-42-t:  rnchard 
13-3-40-1:  Keedy  8-1-22-1:  Yates 

12-0-43-1. lAMCABWHh  J   E   R   Gallian  s   P   tif 

rtiard.  "4  P   Crawley.  N   H   Fairbrodier  G   n 
Ltoy^TW  K   Hugo.  P   C   UcKeown.  G   Chao- 
plo.  Q   Tate*.  R   J   Green,  q   Keeoy. 
Umpire*-  N   T   Plews  and  A   Clarkson. 

h   J   Barnett  c   tigertwood  0   Betts  ..  16 
A   S   Rollins  lbw  b   Bells      4 
C   J   Adams  nol  out           77 *0  M   Jones  not  out        ............  sg 
Extras            q 

Total  1   tor  z   27  oversi       1   gg 

FeB  of  irickDtf:  B   47 To  baf:  T   J   G   C'Gorman.  C   M   Wells.  P   A   J 
DeFreuas.  fK  M   Krlkken.  A   J   Harris.  K   J 
Dean.  D   E   Malcolm 
Bowling;  Brown  g-T-39-o.  Betts 10-0-50-2;  Walker  5-1-24-0:  Saggers 

•HI— iJj— O. Umpire*:  J   C   BaMerstane  ard  J   H   Harris. 
LEICESTERSHIRE  w   MUXMESCX 

Letoestwi  Le«ostershlre  |4pts)  (rail  Mld- 
dteser  10)  by  154  with  nine  firat-Mmngc 
wickets  sundmg. 

WDDUSBt 
P   N   Weekes  c   Wells  b   Millns  -     s P   E   Wallings  b   Mullally  ...._  1a 

M   R   Ramprakash  c   &   b   ParsorB"'I_J  71 

"M  W   Gaffing  c   Ninon  b   Mullally  7 
O   A   Shah  low  b   Mullally    2 

TK  R   Brawn  c   Simmons  b   Weii*"  m 

k   p   c-utcii  lbw  t   Weils      o 

R   L   Johnson  l   Wells  b   Slmmoris"”!!!  37 

A   R   1.  Fraser  nol  out         B 

P   C   R   Tutnetl  c   Wells  b   Muliatty-"""  «6 
R   A   Fay  b   Millns     '   n 

Extras  (IblO.  nb23|        ]   aa 

Tolal  (58  4   oveisl   . on “   16  M   W-  «■  «'  «.  155. Mum*  12.4-5—43-2:  Mulleliu 

1W-53-4:  Simmons  5   4-2-14-i-  PaX 
112-3-54-1:  Wells  7-2-17-2. 

UaCCSTERSHmE 

V   J   Wells  c   Brown  b   Fay  ..  - 

D   L   Maddy  not  oul   ...  "   i7 

B   F   Smith  not  out              ' '   - - 

^   :   ” 

Total  llor  1.  13  ovorai     

FaB  of  retaket:  if.        30 

To  ball  P   V   Simmons.  ‘4  J   Whitaker  A 

Habib.  tP  A   Nixon.  D   J   Millns.  O   J   Pa* 
sens.  ARK  Pierson.  A   D   Mullally 

Fraser  7-1-14-0;  Fay  5-O-id-t- 

Tuineil  1 -0-3-0.  
7   '   '■ 

*fcnl>in“  B   Leadbeater  and  P   Willey. 

No  play,  rain The  Surrey  v   Worcestershire 
Second  Test 
(Second  day  | 

£"lf*T?b°:  Zknhabwe  141  tQ  Flower  5>  1 

Slhra  4-18.  Murslhharan  4-401.  Sri  Lanka IH  TIII3keraine  lOOno,  s   Gunjakiha 

08:  P   Strang  3-58.  B   Strang  3-63j. 

Sahara  Cup 

Toronto;  India  191  1   Dr  avid  46.  Waslm  Ak- 

kumble  4-12.  Prasad  3-22)  Indie  won  by 
k»  runs. 

crossfire 

RobartAnmtroog  : 

AJ^TRALU  yesterday 
SSSfi&SUs* -uic1? 

fional  agamst  Wales.at  cS 

JffAnns  Park  on  December  i if  they  are  not^roTan autimn  date  against  EngbnS 

John  O'Neill,  the^aSr lianRFU  chief  executS^ 

given  England's  seeminri  v   fa 

terminable  saga  afH5rife  a 

ft^sh  twist  by  in  effect  bold- 
ing the  home  unions’  touts 

committee  to  ransom.  - 

Australia  would  prefer 

play  England  atTwfck^am 
on  November  2   or  16.  having 
failed  to  persuade  toe  tonrl 

committee  to  allow  the  nwM, on  December  7   In  {dace  of  the Wallabies’  scheduled  game 

against  the  Barbarians.  With Tests  already  arranged 
against  Wales.  Scotland  and Ireland,  the  tourists  are  eager 
to  set  up  the  opportunity  a   a 
grand  slam,  a   feat  toey  pulled 

off  in  1984.  . 

The  threat  to  toe  Wales 
match  has  been  issued  largely 
because  Ray  Williams,  die 
Welsh  chairman  of  the  tours 
committee,  recently  insisted: 

“It  is  not  possible  to  rfcmgp the  international  calendar  at 
such  short  notice."  He  spoke  cf 

“insurmountable  difficulties’' in  finding  a   date  for  England and  said  that  more  thfm  30.000 

tickets  had  been  sold  for  the 

end-of-tour  game  »g«fa«v  the 
Barbarians  at  Twickenham. 

O'Neill  pointed  out  that  fi- 
nancial considerations  also 

lay  behind  the  push  to  in- clude England  on  the  itiner- 
ary: "We’re  not  ashamed  to 

say  there  are  financial  objec- 
tives, and  I   just  tfafak  these 

people  need  a   big  jolt  We.all have  enormous  challenges  to 

face  In  the  professional  era." Yesterday  the  tours  commit- 
tee rapped  the  Australians 

over  the  knuckles.  fWfarmg in  a   caustic  statement:  “We  do 
not  plan  to  conduct  our  negoti- 

ations through  toe  media  and 
will  be  corresponding  with  fee 

Australian  RFU  accordingly." 
Bob  Wpjghfll,  the  commit- 

tee’s secretary,  said:  "“Every effort  is  still  being  made,  to 

resolve  the  matter ...  a   num- 
ber of  options  are  under  .con- 

sideration but  it’s  a   very  com- 

plex situation." 

Australia  have  already  can- 
celled one  game  in  order  to 

play  Wales  an  December  1,  a 
Sunday.  It  is  conceivable  that 
the  latest  threat  is  merely  a 

bluff  aimed  at  forcing  Wil- 
liams to  come  up  with  the  date 

for  an  England  Test  However, 
the  Welsh  Rugby  Union, 

which  needs  abundant  reve- 
nue from  all  sources  to  help 

fund  toe  £108  million  rebuild- 

ing of  the  Arms  Park  tor  the 
1999  World  Cup.  will  be  reluc- 

tant to  test  Australia's  detw- 
ruination  in  the  matter. 

Setting  aside  the  potentially 

embarrassing  question  of 
whether  the  RFU  will  have 

the  England  squad  under  con- 
tract by  November  and  will 

be  in  a   position  to  put  out  a first-choice  team,  England  are 
desperately  keen  to  play  a 

Twickenham  Test  against 

Australia  after  the  five-year 

gap  since  they  lost  12-7  in  the 
1991  World  CupfinaL 

If  the  Wallabies  do  play 

England  on  November  2   they 
will  have  to  rearrange  their 
tour  Tnareh  against  Scottish 

Districts,  scheduled  for  the 

same  date  in  Glasgow.  If  No- vember 16  is  accepted  as  the date,  their  scheduled,  game 

against  Ulster  in  Belfast  will 
have  to  be  rearranged. 

Meanwhile  Peter  Wheeler, 
the  Leicester  chief  executive, 

has  boosted  England’s  train- ing plans,  declaring  that members  of  the  national 

squad  should  attend  next 
Wednesday's  session  at 
Bisham  Abbey.  Leicester 

have  seven  players  in  tbs  cur- 

rent 48-man  squad. 

•   AJex  Evans  has  turned 
down  the  chance  to  return  to 

the  Arms  Park  as  Cardiff  s   di- rector of  coaching.  Evans. 

Australia’s  57-year-old national  director  of  coaching, 

guided  Cardiff  to  a   Swalec 

Cup  triumph  in  1994  and  toe First  Division  championship 
the  following  season. 
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Davies  example 
the  big  Solheim 
asset  for  Europe 
David  Davies  sess  his  namesake  Laura  j   caPta *n  Mickey  wa 

as  the  scourge  of  the  US  at  St  Pierre  SIS^dSl^gte?LAd 

Golfing  history 
could  be  made  at  the 
St  Pierre  course 

near  Chepstow  over 
the  nest  three  days.  If  Europe 
beat  the  United  States  »nri 
regain  the  Solheim  Cup,  it 
will  mark  the  first  time  that 

teams  from  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic have  simultaneou

sly 

held  all  four  of  the  trophies 

contested  with  the  US. 
The  Ryder.  Walker  and 

Curtis  Cups  are  all  safely 
ashore  and,  if  the  Solheim  is 
not  landed,  the  fault,  remark- 

ably, may  lie  not  with  the 
players  but  more  with  the 
misguided  committee  that  ne- 

gotiated the  contest's  rules. These  are  heavily  weighted 
in  favour  of  the  team  with 
more  strength  in  depth,  ac- 

knowledged by  both  sides  to 
be  the  Americans.  It  will  need 
a   remarkable  European  effort 
to  counteract  an  advantage 
gifted  to  their  opponents  at 
the  negotiating  table. 

The  European  players  at  St 
Pierre  are  confident  neverthe- 

less. They  know  they  have  the 
top  three  players  in  the  Ping 
world  rankings:  Laura 
Davies,  Annika  Sorenstam 
and  Lotte  Neumann  in  that 

order.  They  also  have  three 
more  in  the  top  20:  Alison 
Nicholas,  Marie  Laure  de  Lor- 

enz! and  Helen  Alfredsson  — 
and  the  comforting  thought 
that  anything  can  happen  in 
match  play,  as  it  did  at  Dal- 
mahoy  in  1992  when  they  beat 
the  Americans  livt-evi. 

But  that  win  was  achieved 
with  a   team  of  10  who  played 
a   total  of  18  matches.  The 
Americans  could  not  believe 
it  did  not  like  it  and  took 
steps  to  prevent  it  happening 
again.  For  the  1994  contest  the 
format  was  changed  so  there 
were  more  matches.  The 
Americans  won  13-7  and  even 
before  that  the  format  for  this 
year  had  been  changed  yet 

again. Once  more  the  Europeans 

were  hopelessly  out-manoeu- 
vred. They  ended  up  voting 

for  a   formula  which  gave 
them  even  less  chance  than 

they  originally  had,  and  they 
have  spent  the  past  two  years 
defending  the  indefensible.  In 

place  of  the  “Dalmahoy  for- 
mula" of  10-woman  teams 

playing  for  IB  points,  they 
now  have  teams  of  12  compet- 

ing for  28  points. 
Given  that  the  European , 

Faldo  enjoys  designer’s  perks 
to  dog  the  tearaway  Spence 

Patrick  Glenn 
at  Loch  Lomond 

JAMIE  SPENCE  must have  gone  to  bed  last 
night  feeling  the  slightly 
sweaty  uncertainty  of  a   fu- 

gitive. One  step  ahead  of  the 

chasing  pack  in  the  inaugu- 
ral Loch  Lomond  World  In- 

vitational, the  33-year-old 
Kentish  man  knows  that  the 
most  formidable  figure  in 
the  posse  is  Nick  Faldo. 

Spence's  four-under-par 
67  has  kept  him  ahead 
longer  than  be  could  have 
imagined.  Having  teed  off 
at  7.50  yesterday  morning 
and  completed  his  round 
about  noon,  he  was  still  the 

pace-setter  when  the  tail- 
enders  finished  some  seven 
hours  later. 
Faldo  was  never  able  to 

draw  alongside,  his  even- 
tual three-under  total  being 

as  low  as  he  got,  but  his 
odds  have  tumbled  from 
12-1  to  11-4  with  the  on- 
course  bookmakers. 

It  surely  helps  to  play 
with  the  designer  of  the 
course,  especially  on  a 
course  as  new  and  demand- 

ing as  this  stretch  of  wood- 
land on  the  bank  of  Scot- 

land’s most  picturesque 
loch.  Tom  Weiskopf.  the  i 

former  Open  champion 
who  has  constructed  a 
breath  takingly  beautiful 

test,  was  one  of  Faldo’s 
partners  and  said  the  Eng- 

lishman had  played  “a  per- 
fect round  of  golf,  tailored 

exactly  to  suit  the 

CTirmrrntimg^1" Faldo’s  only  imperfection 
was  the  bogey  five  on  the 
14th,  retrieved  at  the  next 
hole,  after  three  birdies  on 
the  outward  nine. 

Spence  had  six  birdies 
and  one  double  bogey  —   at 
the  par-four  12th  —   but  was 
at  pains  to  point  out  that  he 
had  led  after  the  first  round 

of  last  week's  Trophde  Lan- come  in  Paris  and  finished 

in  a   five-way  tie  ibr  10th. 
Colin  Montgomerie,  the 

pre-tournament  favourite, 

had  a   mixed  bag  of  two  bird- 
ies. an  eagle,  three  bogeys 

and  one  double  bogey  in  his 
72.  Ross  Drummond,  on  69, 
was  the  only  Scot  under 
par,  he  has  won  £137,000  on 
the  European  Tour  this 
year,  almost  three  times 
last  season’s  total,  and  attri- 

butes his  new  attitude  to  a 
book.  Awakening  Hie  Giant 
Within.  The  giant  within 

Montgomerie,  Ian  Woos- 
nam  (73)  and  Sam  Torrance 
(79)  was  obviously  having  a 
lie-in. 

captain  Mickey  Walker 
openly  admits  that  the  Ameri- can tour  is  stronger  in  depth 
than  the  European,  such  ac- 

quiescence is  hard  to  follow. 
The  Americans  have  got  what 
they  wanted  and  now  it  is  up 
to  the  European  players  to  get 
their  officials  out  of  the  hole 
they  have  dug  for  themselves. 

It  will  not  be  easy.  The 
Americans  may  lack  the  top 
three  in  the  rankings  but  they 
have  numbers  five  to  nine  in 
Michelle  McGann,  Dottle  Pep- 

per, Meg  Mallon,  Kelley  Rob- 
bins and  Jane  Geddes.  Their 

entire  side  is  within  the 
world’s  top  21,  whereas 
Europe’s  last  six  range  from 22nd  to  97th. 

But  the  Americans  do  not 
have  Laura  Davies,  a   player 

who  supplies  the  sort  oflnspi- 
ration  Severiano  Ballesteros 
did  in  the  Ryder  Cup,  Gordon 
Sherry  in  the  Walker  Cup  and 
Janice  Moodie  in  the  Curtis 
Cup.  All  have  been  focal 
points  for  their  teams,  able  by 
force  of  personality  to  con- 

vince other  players  that  the 
impossible  does  not  exist. 

Davies  has  been  in  irresist- 
ible form  this  season,  having 

won  two  majors  in  the  United  1 States,  two  US  Tour  events,  I 
plus  two  wins  in  Europe  and 
one  in  Japan. 

Such  has  been  her  success, 
and  the  buccaneering  way  in 
which  she  achieves  it  that 

comparisons  are  "being  made 
with  Greg  Norman.  Has  she 

not  recently  bought  a   Fer- 
rari? And  has  she  not  over 

the  past  12  years,  indulged 
her  hobby  of  gambling  to  the 
extent  of  losses  of  £500,000? 

Surely  this  was  life  in  the  fast 
lane.  Great  White  Shark 

style? 
“Oh,  no,”  she  said  yester- 

day. '7  only  play  at  it  He’s  got 
serious  money,  he’s  the  real 
thing.  He's  got  all  the  toys." Davies  has  played  the  last 
eight  weeks  in  a   row,  winning 

last  week,  and  might  be  ex- 
pected to  be  tired.  Captain 

Walker  does  not  think  so. 

“She  is  just  incredible.  She  is 
probably  stronger  and  fitter 
than  anybody  and  has  proved 
that  by  what  she  has  done 
over  the  last  10  years. 

“If  she  wasn't  playing  in 
the  afternoon  four  balls  she 
would  probably  be  having  a 
game  of  football,  followed  by  a 
game  of  cricket,  followed  by  a 

game  of  tennis.  To  go  out  and 
play  18  holes  in  the  afternoon 
following  18  in  the  morning  is 
probably  a   relatively  easy  day 

for  her." 

In  such  diverse  ways  do 
people  tell  Laura  they  love 

her  and.  If  she  can  recipro- 
cate by  helping  win  the  Sol- 
heim Cup  on  Sunday,  it  would 

be  a   fitting  end  to  what  has 
been  a   superb  season  for  her. 
FOURSOMES  DRAWi  (Europe  lirsll' 
oaoo  A   Sorenstam  and  C   Nlhmort  v   X 
Robbins  and  M   McCann.  08.1  S   L   Darias 

and  A   Nicholas  v   P   Sheehan  and  R   Jonas. 
06-30  m   L   Da  Loranzi  and  D   Raid  v   B 
Daniel  and  V   SJdmw.  OBAG  H   ABradSsOn 
and  L   Neumann  v   D   Pepper  and  B   Burton. 

Soccer 

Dalglish  edits 
the  big  issue 
David  Lacey  on  the 

grumbling  appendix 
at  the  launch  of  the Scot’s  autobiography 

OUTSIDE,  in  a   rain- 

swept Haymarket.
 

the  homeless  were 
selling  the  Big  Issue. 

Inside  a   London  restaurant  a 
recent  addition  to  the  army  of 

jobless,  and  owner  of  a   rather 
nice  house  in  Southport,  was 
promoting  an  even  bigger 

issue. Kenny  Dalglish,  late  of 
Celtic,  Liverpool  and  Black- bum  Rovers,  launched  his 
autobiography*  yesterday  four 
weeks  after  ceasing  to  be  the 
director  of  football  at  Ewood 
Park,  a   denouement  which 

provides  the  276-page  book with  a   grumbling  appendix. 
Here  Dalglish  reiterates  the 

explanation  he  gave  at  the 

time,  namely  that  while  holi- 
daying in  Spain  he  called  the Rovers  chairman.  Robert  Coar, 

,   to  express  reservations  about 
the  level  of  his  involvement 
with  the  club,  reservations 
which  Blackburn  shared. 

"The  title  of  director  of  foot- 
ball/' Dalglish  felt,  “was  a   role 

with  no  authority  and  little 

guidance."  Coar  then  informed 
him  that  “a  letter  had  been  , 
sent  to  my  home  in  Southport, 

saying  our  relationship  had  I run  its  course".  j 

Dalglish  still  feels  Black- 
burn should  have  called  him 

directly  but  adds  that  “I  was 

ready  to  go  because  I   wasn't getting  enough  job  satisfac- tion". This  despite  watching 

80  matches  last  season  and 
driving  25,000  miles. 

This  time  Blackburn,  man- 
aged by  Ray  Harford  since 

Dalglish  stepped  aside  after 
winning  the  championship 
two  seasons  ago.  have  made  a 

dreadful  start  They  are  bot- 
tom of  the  Premiership  with 

one  point  from  six  matches,  a 
slump  which  has  more  to  do 
with  the  £15  million  transfer 
of  Alan  Shearer  to  Newcastle 
United  than  the  departure  of 
Dalglish. Scottish  office . . .   Kenny  Dalglish  joins  the  book  club  yesterday  photograph:  graham  turner 

Yesterday  Dalglish  kept 

faith  with  his  recent  col- 
leagues. “Blackburn's  present 

position  doesn't  give  me  any 
satisfaction.”  he  insisted. “There  was  only  disappoint- 

ment about  the  way  they  went 

about  terminating  our  agree- 
ment. That  gives  me  no reason  for  any  animosity towards  the  club. 

“Blackburn  have  got  ability 

and  a   lot  of  good  players. 

They’re  too  good  to  be  in  the 
position  they're  in.  Certainly 
they're  good  enough  to  get  out 
of  it,  Ray  is  good  enough  to 

get  them  out  of  it  and  they’ve still  got  financial  backing 

from  Jack  Walker."  Warm words,  but  when  asked  if  he 
intended  offering  Harford  any 

advice  Dalglish  replied:  “He 

knows  my  number." 
Still  only  45,  Dalglish  wants 

to  be  involved  in  football 
again  but  strictly  on  his 
terms.  “You've  got  to  know 

who  you're  working  for  first," 
he  explained.  "If  you  feel 

I   comfy  with  them  then  you’ll do  a   better  job.  and  I've  al- ways felt  comfy  with  those I’ve  worked  for.  If  ever  I   come 

back  into  management  it  will 
be  important  to  get  over  that first  barrier. 

“I'm  perfectly  philosophical 

about  things,"  he  continued. 
“Not  getting  back  into  foot- 

ball management  wouldn't break  my  heart  so  long  as  I 
could  find  something  else  I 

was  comfortable  with.  But  I'd have  to  trust  the  people  I   was 

working  with,  and  if  I 

couldn't  do  that  then  I   won't 
have  a   job. 

‘Td  like  to  get  a   bit  more 

knowledge  on  the  coaching 
side.  Td  like  to  educate  myself 

there  a   bit  more.  At  Black- 
bum  my  last  job  was  more  a 
consultant’s  role  than  director 
of  football.  It  never  worked 

out  the  way  I   imagined." 
“The  most  important  thing 

was  to  get  people  to  realise that  Ray  was  the  manager.  I 
was  brought  up  to  believe  that 
there  is  one  voice  at  a   dub 

and  that  is  the  manager’s." 
*   Dalglish  —   My  Autobiogra- 

phy. by  Kenny  Dalglish  with Henry  Winter  (Haider  and Stoughton.  £16-99). 

Blackburn  target  Euro  96  hero  Bierhoff  at  £5m  No  Rush  again  for  Wales 

BLACKBURN  Rovers  are  I   Blackburn  made  on  the  sale  I   “Who  knows.  It  might  he    |   have  been  invaluable  i hoping  to  fill  the  gap  of  Shearer  to  Newcastle.  I   the  start  of  a   new  career.”  "aronTnorpe  I   an  important  match.  E 
I->  hoping  to  fill  the  gap 
that  Alan  Shearer  left  by 

signing  the  German  inter- national Oliver  Bierhoff, 
writes  Mark  Redding. 
The  striker  would  be 

paired  with  Shearer's  old SAS  partner  Suttou.  now  fit 
again  after  missing  most  of 
last  season  through  injury, 

though  presumably  not  to 
form  the  SOB. 
Ewood  Park  officials 

spent  Wednesday  in  Italy 
locked  in  negotiations  with 
the  player  and  his  SerieA 
club  Udinese.  Bierhoff 
would  cost  about  £5  million, 
or  a   third  of  the  money 

Blackburn  made  on  the  sale 
of  Shearer  to  Newcastle. 

The  Lancashire  side  have 
hit  the  target  only  five 

times  in  the  league  this  sea- 
son. Bierhoff,  28,  is  an  ex- 

perienced goalscorer  now 
with  his  sixth  club  and 

made  the  headlines  in  Eng- 
land when  he  came  on  as  a 

substitute  and  scored  twice 

in  Germany’s  2-1  victoo’ over  the  Czech  Republic  in 
the  final  of  Euro  96. 
The  sacked  Leeds  United 

manager  Howard  Wilkin' 
son  is  to  join  the  BBC 

Radio  5   Live  team.  ”T wanted  a   break  from  foot- 

ball management,"  he  said. 

“Who  knows,  it  might  he 

the  start  of  a   new  career.” Chelsea  have  signed  Nor- 
way's international  goal- 
keeper Frode  Grodas  on 

loan  from  Lilies trom  until 
the  end  of  the  year.  Grodas, 

31,  is  needed  as  cover  after 

the  Russian  Dmitri  Khar- 
ine  injured  his  knee. 
The  £5  million-rated 

winger  Trevor  Sinclair  has 
hinted  that  he  will  remain 
at  First  Division  Queens 

Park  Rangers,  "The  club have  always  treated  me  in 

an  adult  way  and  I'm  happy 
here,"  he  said.  "That’s  the  ( 

way  it’s  going  to  be  unless 
they  want  to  get  rid  of  me.”  | 

Martin  Thorpe 

IAN  RUSH'S  Wales  career 
looks  finally  over  after  the 

34-year-old  Leeds  striker  was 
omitted  from  the  squad  for 

the  World  Cup  qualifier 

against  Holland  in  Cardiff  on October  5. 

It  was  thought  that  the  man- 
ager Bobby  Gould  might  recall 

Rush,  who  had  dropped  out  of 
the  squad  for  the  last  game 

against  San  Marino  after  fail- 
ing to  get  a   guarantee  that  he would  be  in  the  side.  Wales 

will  be  without  the  suspended 

Ryan  Giggs,  and  Rush's  expe- 
rience would,  many  thought,  1 

I   have  been  invaluable  in  such 

an  important  match.  But  the rift  seems  irreparable,  with 

Gould  admitting  he  had  not 
even  contacted  Rush  about  his 
omission. 

Gould  again  prefers  Ar- senal's John  Hartson  up  front 

and  is  likely  to  call  on 
Everton’s  Gary  Speed  to  cover 

Giggs's  absence. 
SQUAD:  SonthaU  (Evarlon).  Harriott 
(Wrexham):  M   Bowen  (Weal  Ham), 
Jenkins  iHudderslleld).  Coleman 
(Blackburn).  Syroom  (Man  Ctryi.  KchOa 
(Sunderland),  BroumJng  (Bristol  Rowers), 
PombrMoe  | Sheffield  Wed).  Lupg,  Horne 

(bolti  Birmingham).  Robinson  (Chart rin). 
Satin  dor  a   (Holtm  Forest)  Hog  ho  a 

(Chelsea),  Speed  (Evarton).  Savage 

(Crewe).  Taylor  (Sheffield  Uhl).  Hatton (Arcana/).  J   Homan  (Birmingham),  Braoa, 

FfaMPy  (both  Wrexham) 

Rugby  League 
Motor  Racing 

Results 

Fasttrackfor  I’ll  go  to  the  limit,  warns  Hill 

Super  League       

Soccer 

Paul  Fitzpatrick 

CHRIS  CAISLEY  in- 
sisted a   number  of 

times  yesterday  that 
this  is  no  breakaway.  Even 

so.  Rugby  League  (Europe) 
Ltd  sounds  a   lot  like  it 

This  is  the  organisation  — 

in  the  image  of  soccer's  Pre- 
mier League  —   that  is  now 

responsible  for  the  running 

and  promotion  of  the  12  Super 
League  clubs  and  whose  aims 
were  outlined  by  Caisley,  the 
Bradford  Bulls  chairman,  at 
Salford  yesterday. 

It  will  have  its  own  cihief 
executive,  its  own  staff  and 
headquarters,  and  will  work 
to  its  own  agenda.  But  it  will 
remain  under  the  umbrella  of 
the  Rugby  Football  League 
and  be  answerable  to  its 
bylaws. 

The  RFL,  as  a   shareholder 
in  the  new  organisation,  will 
also  have  the  power  of  veto  on 
certain  issues,  such  as  promo- 

tion and  relegation. 

RLE  will  work  to  a   10-point 

programme  designed  to  gen- erate increasing  revenue:  to 

secure  sustainable  profitabil- 
ity; to  improve  the  profile  and 

popularity  of  its  clubs  and 
players;  to  increase  quality 
and  competition;  and,  not , 
least  to  entertain. 
There  are  still  four  years  of 

the  £87  million  deal  with 

Rupert  Murdoch's  News  Cor- 
poration to  run.  Caisley  pre- 

dicts that,  at  the  end  of  that 
time.  Super  League  will  be  so 

successful  that  News  Corpo- 
ration will  be  eager  to  sign  a 

bigger  and  better  new contract 
"At  a   time  when  rugby 

union  is  In  complete  disarray, 
when  they  are  running  about 
like  headless  chickens  sign- 

ing everybody  under  the  sun 
and  spending  vast  fortunes 

they  will  never  recoup,  we  be- 
lieve this  organisation  pre- 
sents us  with  the  best  oppor- 

tunity for  taking  the  game 
forward,”  said  Caisley. 

"We  want  the  game  to  ex- 
pand, but  not  at  all  costs.  We 

want  to  make  rugby  league  so 
attractive  that  people  will 
want  to  buy  into  us.  We  will 

make  things  happen." Last  week  there  was  talk  of 
disenchanted  First  and 

Second  Division  clubs  break- 
ing away.  Now  it  is  the  Super 

League  clubs  who  will  plough 
their  own  furrow  but  in  Cais- 
ley's  view,  to  the  general  good 
of  the  game.  The  setting  up  of 
RLE.  he  said,  had  met  no  op- 

position whatsoever. 
Each  Super  League  club 

next  year  will  receive  a   basic 

payment  of  £850,000.  Prize- 
money  will  be  available  to  the 
first  10  clubs,  with  £120,000 

going  to  the  winners,  £80,000 
to  the  second  and  £60,000  to 
the  third.  The  clubs  in  ninth 

and  10th  positions  will  each receive  £10,000. 

•   Wigan  have  signed  the  for- 
mer  Junior  Kiwis  forward 

Stuart  Lester,  21,  from  Auck- 
land Warriors  on  a   three-year contract 

Akui  Henry  at  Estoril 

Damon  hill,  who  wm 
clinch  the  world 
championship  here  on 

Sunday  if  Jacques  Ville- neuve  fails  to  finish  ahead 
of  him  In  the  Portuguese 
Grand  Prix,  yesterday 

warned  his  Williams  team- 
mate that  if  necessary  he 

will  drive  to  the  very  limit 
to  take  the  title. 

Surely,  be  was  asked,  this 
did  not  mean  he  would  de- 

liberately ram  Villeneuve 

caff  the  circuit?  ‘'Wouldn’t IT*  the  Briton  replied  with  a 
twinkle.  “What  I   am  saying 
Is  that  Fm  currently  leading 

the  championship  and  I   am 
determined  to  win  it. 

“I  am  against  unfair  tac- 
tics,’’ he  added.  “I  have 

seen  championships  settled 

Tennis 

in  the  past  in  ways  that  I 
regard  as  un  satis  fa  ctory 

and  I   don't  want  it  to  hap- 
pen this  time.  But  if  I   am  in 

the  lead  I   will  defend  my 
position  vigorously,  there 
is  no  question  about  it.  My 
situation  is  quite  simple:  I 

have  to  finish  ahead  of  Jac- 
ques to  finish  the  whole thing  off. 

"I  do  not  want  to  resort  to 

unfair  tactics.  It’s  always  a 
matter  of  opinion  as  to 
what  is  fair  and  what  is 
not.  I   drive  the  way  I   feel  fit 

at  any  given  time,  and  I'm at  liberty  to  drive  in  a   way 
which  may  not  be  the  way 

that  people  expect  me  to drive.  I   have  everything  at 

my  disposal:  I   don’t  always have  to  give  way. 
T   believe  I   can  win  this 

race  cleanly.  I   believe  I   can 
start  on  pole,  lead  the  race 

and  not  have  to  see  another 
soul  for  the  entire  race.  We 

will  have  to  wait  and  see." Hill  leads  Villeneuve  by 

13  points  going  into  this 

penultimate  race  of  the  sea- 
son. To  finish  second  be- 
hind the  Canadian  driver 

on  Sunday  would  leave  him 
one  point  short  of  the 

championship,  but  Ville- neuve could  claim  it  only 

by  winning  next  month's Japanese  GP  and  with  Hill 
failing  to  score  a   single 

point  in  that  race. Neither  driver  needs  to 
be  reminded  that  it  was  at 
Suzuka  in  1990  that  Ayrton 
Senna  rammed  Alain  Prost 
off  the  road  at  the  first  cor- 

ner, settling  the  champion- 

ship in  the  Brazilian's 
favour.  But  Hill  wants  the 

title  firmly  in  his  grasp  be- 
fore setting  off  for  Japan. 

SCOTTISH  COCA-COLA  CUP  DRAW: 
SamJ-flnolsi  Dunfermline  v   Rangers: 

Hearts  v   Dundee. ITALIAN  CUP:  Second!  round:  Genoa  2. 

Sampdoila  2. 
FRIENDLYi  Venezuela  1.  El  Salvador  0 

Rugby  Union 

Henman  leads  hunt  for  group  one  security 

Saturday  28th-Sunday  29th  Septemb
er 

FESTIVAL  AT  ASCOT 
Ascot  Racecourse,  Ascot,  Berks 

BOOK  TICKETS  NOW 

0171  413  3355 

Stephen  Bierley 

IF  NOSTALGIA  is  the  neu- 
ralgia of  the  emotions  then 

SWI9  is  set  for  three  days  of 

pain  as  Wimbledon’s  No.  1 
court,  that  most  quirky  of  ten- 

nis stages,  makes  its  competi- tive bow  this  weekend. 
The  bulldozers  are  about  to 

be  unleashed  and  72  years  of 
history  reduced  to  rubble.  But 
first  Britain  play  Egypt  ha  a 
Davis  Cup  promotion  match 
which  should  see  David 
Lloyd's  team,  spearheaded  by 
Tim  Henman,  climb  clear  of 
the  Euro-Africa  Zone  group 

two  into  group  one. 
The  main  concern  yester- 

day was  not  the  opposition, 
rather  the  state  of  the 
weather.  The  three  days  are 
virtually  sold  out  but  the 
threat  of  rain  (to  say  nothing 
of  another  impromptu  Clift 

Richard  concert)  is  real  and 
the  forecast  not  encouraging. 

Lloyd  is  looking  for  a   quick 
kill  and  has  his  strongest 

team.  When  Britain  beat  Slo- 
venia 4-1  in  Newcastle  this 

year  Henman  was  ill.  and  in 

July  Greg  Rusedski  was  in- jured for  the  visit  to  Ghana. “To  win  5-0  in  Accra  was  a 

much  better  result  than  some 

gave  us  credit  for.  I   wouldn't have  predicted  it,”  said  Lloyd, who  as  a   former  Davis  Cup 

player  himself  is  all  too  aware 
of  the  pitfalls  and  pratfalls  of 
team  tennis. 

The  Canadian-horn  Ru- 
sedski, who  has  won  all  his 

Davis  Cup  matches  since  his 
debut  last  year,  opens  this 
morning  against  Tamer  El 

Sawy.  Egypt's  24-year-old No.  1   who  lives  in  the  United 

States  and  qualified  for  the 
first  round  of  the  US  Open 
last  month,  losing  in  five  sets 

to  Sweden's  Mikael  Till strom. “Tamer  is  very  solid  from 

the  baseline  and  can  serve 

well  at  times,"  said  Henman. 
Playing  on  grass  is  clearly  in Britain's  favour,  although 
No.  1   court  is  bound  to  be  on 

the  stow  side  given  the  cur- 
rent damp  conditions.  Hen- man. the  world  No.  33,  plays 

Amr  Ghoneim,  ranked  some 
500  places  below  him,  in 
today's  second  singles. 
There  has  been  outside 

pressure  on  Lloyd  to  play 

Henman  and  Neil  Broad,  sil- 
ver medallists  at  the  Atlanta 

Olympics,  in  tomorrow’s doubles  but  he  will  resist  this, 

pairing  Broad  and  Mark  Pet- chey  unless  something  goes 
drastically  wrong  today. 

Victory  will  give  Britain 

the  chance  next  year  to  re- 
enter the  world’s  top  16  in 

1998  and  compete  for  the 
Davis  Cup  proper. 

PANAMERfCAN  SERIES:  Canada  23.  US 

LOCH  LOMOND  INVITATIONAL  TOUR- NAMENT: First  round  scoros  (GB/HBJi 

unless  suieti  "=amateur|:  67  J   Spence 

SB  J   Cocere&  (ArgJ.  N   Faldo-  D   ClarVe  SB M   Campbell  IN2J:  R   Allentry  lAus),  P 
Baker  R   Drummond.  P   Llnhari  (Spain);  B 
Lino  70  □   Howoll.  T   Gogela  (Ger).  P 

0   Malley  lAus).  T   B(om  (Don)  71  D   Gil- ford: E   Darcy.  R   Chapman.  J   Lomas:  P 
Fulfce  (Swsl.  72  0   Hospital  |Spj;  P   McGtn- 

ley:  R   Gooscn  iSA);  C   Montgomerie.  G 

Day  (USj:  C   Race*  (III:  R   WilHscm:  R   Green lAusr.  I   Garrldo  tSp).  73  D   Borrego  iSpj;  I 

Womnam:  H   Rafferty:  M   Tunmeltff,  M   Mar- 
lin iSpi;  P   Milcnell:  A   Sherborne;  M 

MtNuiiy  iZdni.  J   Payne:  I   Pyman.  74  M 
Jcinacn  i&wej  L   Wostwoad.  A   Cottart  J 
Robson:  R   Munt  (Nelli).  S   Cage:  G 

Sherry.  A   Magee.  D   Cooper.  75  E>  Msicrv- bank.  M   Mouland:  A   OJdcom.  G   Claris  P 
Hodbiom  (Stroi:  G   Nicklaus  IUSi;  D   Smyth, 

J   von  dc  Voids  (Fri.  G   Brand  Jnr:  J   Moi- 

gan;  S   Lyle:  F   Nobalo  <NZ);  S   Srmver  |Ger); R   Bo* all:  d   Carter  78  S   Luna  (Gp):  P 

Harrington:  S   Ames  (Trin  A   Too);  P   Curry. 

F   Rc-ca  iSpi.  R   Davis  (Ausj;  P   Haugorud 
(Non:  J   Haaggrnan  iSwei:  M   Ferry  (Fr);  R 
flusEeir  M   Gains  77  M   Harwood  |Aus);  P 

Faciei  |Au«K  E   Romero  iArg),  C   Suneean 

(Sp).  A   Hunter-  M— A   Jimenez  iSp).  5   Bot- tomtey.  78  N   RalcMe  |Aus):  J   Rivero  (Sp): 

E   Csnonlca  ill)  R   Wessela  (SAl:  G   Evans; 
G   Tumor  (NZi;  A   UcFariane:  J   Pinero  (Spi: 

F   Tarnaud  (Fri.  79  3   McAllister.  S   Tor- 
rance. R   CLaydon.  P   SlcJand  (Sure).  □   Hig- 

gins: P-U  Jonanswr  iSwe).  P   Broadhurst 
A   Garrick!  (Sp):  P   Price.  80  B   Verwey  (SA). 
P   Eples.  M   Roe:  S   Richardson:  O   Karteaon 

(Swe  i.  P   Walton;  T   Johnstone  iZimi  B1  'C 
Green;  D   Robertson1  M   Davis:  *E  Little.  J 
Tomn&ena  ,US).  C   Mason.  8a  □   Chopra 
1   Swe):  P   Lawrle;  T   Weiskopf  (US):  U   Gron- 

berg  (USi:  H   Clark;  W   RUey  (Awl.  H   Ksils- 
ujn  (Swe)  83  T   Horton:  M   James.  84  M 

Mackenzie.  85  D   Douglass  IUSI  87  *W 

Bl  adon. 

Tennis 

LTA  AUTUMN  SATELLITE  CJRCUTT 
tWIrrall  Second  round  (GB  unless 

staled)  C   Wilkinson  bl  P   Robinson  6-3, 
7-6:  N   WMl  bl  A   Gavrilov  (Bus)  6-1.  6-1 
A   Rtehartteon  bl  L   Gloria  (US)  6-1  3-6. 

6

-

 

3

:

 

 

J   Fox  
bl  C   Beecher  

7-6.  
6-1  
O
   Fit- 

kerefe  

(Cz)  

M
 

  F   Slander  

(Ger)  

6-1  

6-2.  

R 

Cooalfl  

ISA)  

bt  
A   Foster  

7-6.  

t-1  

F   Re
m
 

(Swe)  

bl  
N   Wans  

6-1.  

6-3:  

H   Gould  

bl  
C Wall  

fr-4.  

6-3. 

WOMEN'S  TOURNAMENT  (Tokyo) 

Second  round;  Wane  Std-ltag  (Tail  bl  A 

GJb3S  (Ger)  6-1  7-5:  K   Po  (US)  bl  A   Sugi- 

yama  i   Japan)  6-C.  6-7-  8-4;  A   BanchoK Vieario  (Spl  bt  R   Grande  (K)  6-3.  6-1:  ■ Pioroo  (Fr)  bt  Pork  Siam  Hoc  (S  Kbr) 
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.

 

 

6-2. 

Chess 
3SNO  OLYMPIAD  (Erevan)  Round  Onti 
Indonesia  X.  England  3K  (Adams  1.  SpeeL 

man  1.  Sadler  1.  Conquest  X):  Scotland  4. 

US  Virgin  Islands  0:  Croatia  3.  Wales  1: 
Ireland  1.  Ukraine  3   Round  Twee  England 

3   (Short  X.  Adams  X.  Speriman  1.  Sadler 

11.  Denmark  1.  Scotland  ZJi.  Slovakia  IK. 
Ireland  3.  Nicaragua  1.  Hound  Throw 

Hungary  1.  China  3:  Scotland  K.  Cuba  3K. 
Russia  SSL.  France  1)L  Argentina  IK.  Ger- 

many at  Latvia  IX.  England  ax  i   Short  K. 

Adams  £   Specimen  1.  Sadler  V).  Loader*: 

China  lOJt  Cuba  10:  Russia.  Germany. 

Romania  %   England.  Netherlands,  Portu- 
gal. Estonia  8.  Woroeofs  OfyniptaA 

Hound  One:  England  3   (Laiic  l,  Huni  1. 

Sheldon  1).  Philippines  0.  Round  Tun* 
England  2   (Lallc  1.  Hunl  1.  Beilin  0).  India 
I.  Round  Throe:  England  2JS  (Lfllic  1.  Hum 

X   Sheldon  1),  Slovenia  Uudorn  Russia 
Bt  Georgia  8.  China.  Ukraine,  England. 

Bulgaria  TV. Baseball 

AMERICAN  LEAOUE:  Milwaukee  3. 
Toronto:  Detroit  0.  Boston  J.  New  Tort  3. 

Baltimore  2   (lOffirral;  Chicago  3.  Cleveland 
a:  Kansas.  City  a.  Minnesota  7:  CaMomla  3. Oakland  l:  Seattle  s.  Texas  2. 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  AflanU  6.  HouslOn 

Z   Colorado  6.  Los  Angara  4:  San  Fran- 
cisco S.  Son  Diego  B:  Montreal  4.  New  Tort 

3;  Pittsburgh  5.  Cwctnnat)  3.  Philadelphia &   Florida  6:  St  Louts  5.  Chicago  3. 
Cycling 

TOUR  OF  SPA] Mi  sta«o  12  (Benavenie 

lo  Alio  del  Naraneo.  lMuitl.  1. 0   Nardello 

III)  Maps!  4hr  30nUn  i9sec:  2.  A   Petxxi  (It) Motprrxa  same  lime:  3.  P   Ualnen  iDenj 
Telekom  at  14eec;  4.  A   Canronten  {») 

Saeco  22:  5.  A   ZuaKe  (Swim  ONCE  2J6;  b. 
L   Jalabert  (Fri  ONCE  Z31;  7.  T   Romm  ger 

ISvdOt)  Mapoi  2.33:  8.  R   PtotOTB  Iffi  MG:  0. 

L   Dutaux  (Svrttz)  Lotus  all  St  to.  O   Reballln 
(It)  Paltl  2.39.  Overofl  ctondfags:  1.  Z unite 
S2hr  17mm  32eee.  2.  Jalabert  ai  1 17set::  3. 

M   Indurain  (Sp)  Baneem  2   04;  4.  M   Maun 

(Sp)  ONCE  3.08:  5.  N   Stephen  (Aual  ONCE 3.6S;  6,  P   la  lore  4   D7;  7.  Duteux  4.31;  8. 
Faustlnl  5.47;  9.  M   Zarrabedte  (Sp)  ONCE 
6   30;  10.  JulKUi  6.43. 

Equestrianism BLENHEIM  HORSE  TRIALS  (Oxon). 

Lea  ling  dreaaene  posMone:  1=.  Cox  ley 
KontlM  IP  Sufi).  James  Biggies  worth  |M 
Clayton-BalleyJ  45pts;  3.  Tiger  One  (J 

Johnson.  US)  4S  6:  4.  Word  Parted  It  1C 
Barite)  46.6:  5.  ValiU  ti  (V  Baudvln.  Fr) 
47.0:  6.  Thomas  A   Hurts  (L  Bevant  4R0 

Squash aEZBIA  OPEN  (Cairo)  Quarter  Hfiehn  J 
Khan  (Pek)  w   A   Barada  (Egypt)  15-&, 
8-15, 15-4. 16-14:  P   Mleel  IScot)  bt  D   Har- 

ris (Enp)  15-11  15-10,  15-13:  Z   Johan Khan  (Pok)  bl  M   Chattier  (Eng)  w/a;  R 

Eytee  lAus)  bt  C   Walker  (Eng)  17-18 15-13.  15-11 

Fixtures 

Soccer 
NATIONWIDE  LEAQUEs  Hnrt  PI  ■flow. 
Ipswich  v   Chariton  17.45) 

H-W  COUNTIES  LEAOUE:  Firat  Hy. 
talon:  Vauxltall  GM  v   Nanhvldi  Tn  (7.30). 
FA)  HARP  LAOER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE; 

Promt  or  OMskee  St  Patricks  Aui  v   Sligo 
Rvre  (7.451;  Sheiboum*  v   UCD  (7.45). Shield:  Northern  Section:  Drogheda  Utd 

v   St  Francis  (7  45).  Southern  Section: 
Waterford  v   Limerick  FC  (7.4E1. 

•   A   vole  will  be  taken  tomorrow  by  the 

101  member  countries  oJ  the  International 
Baseball  Association  on  whether  to  allow 

praleaskxiaia  id  compete  m   the  Olympics 
A   two-thlrda  majority  would  be  needed  In 

the  sport  to  go  the  same  route  as  basket- ball and  k»  hockey  and  a   yes  vole  could 

see  baseball  Induced  In  (he  2000  Games. 

•   The  top  seed  Chris  WIHuftson  Iran 
Hampshire  leads  (tvs  British  player*  into 

the  quartsr-linals  pi  the  Autumn  Satellite 
tenne  inurnamem  at  the  Wirral  after  over- 

coming a   strong  challenge  trom  North- amptonshire's Paul  Robinson  yesterday. 

The  Britten  No.  4.  who  defeated  Robmson 

5-3. 7-5.  meets  Ota  Fukarek.  a   19-yeor-oid 
from  (he  Czech  Republic  who  won  his  Ural Satellite  event  in  Malaysia  a   fortnight  ago 

Sport  in  brief 
Cycling 

Alex  Ziille  increased  bis  lead 

on  the  Tour  of  Spain's  first foray  into  the  mountains,  the 117-mile  12th  stage  to  AJdo  del 

Naranco  won  by  Italy's  Dan- iele  Nardello.  Laurent  Jala- 

bert moved  up  to  second  be- hind his  ONCE  team-mate  in 
place  of  Miguel  Indurain.  who 
is  now  more  than  two  min- utes down  in  third. Motor  Racing 

Murray  Walker  has  been  ap- 
proached by  ITV  to  switch channels  when  it  takes  over 

the  coverage  of  Formula  One 
from  the  BBC  next  season. “The  deal  has  not  been  signed 

but  both  sides  want  each 
other.”  a   source  said.  Ralf 
Schumacher,  the  younger 

brother  of  Michael,  is  ex- 

pected to  sign  a   two-year  con- tract with  Jordan-Peugeot 

today. 

lee  Hockey 

Manchester  Storm  will  add 
the  Kingston  Hawks  trio  Oleg 

Sinkov,  Danlus  Bauba  and 
John  Haig  to  their  squad  for 
next  Tuesday's  opening  Euro- 

pean League  game  at  home  to 
TPS  Turku  of  Finland,  writes 
Vic  Bate  fielder.  Storm  have 

also  signed  the  Canadian  for- ward Chad  Penney,  who  is 

awaiting  a   work  permit  be- fore he  can  join  the  team. 

Chess 
England  share  sixth  place, 

half  a   point  behind  the  top- seeded  Russians,  after  three 

rounds  of  the  127-nation 
Olympiad  in  Armenia,  writes 

Leonard  Barden.  England's women  made  an  even  better 
start  and  share  third  place 
behind  Russia  and  Georgia. 

Soccer 

Diego  Maradona,  fresh  from 
his  rehabilitation  in  a   Swiss 
clinic,  went  on  the  rampage 
in  a   hotel  lobby  in  Alicante, 

Spain,  at  five  o'clock  yester- day morning,  breaking  a   table 
and  turning  over  chairs.  The Argentinian  was  apparently 

venting  his  anger  after  being 

trapped  in  a   lift  for  20 minutes  after  a   night  on  the town. 



Leicestershire  close  in  on  the  title,  page  1 4 
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Hill  promises  a   ruthles
s  drive,  page  1 5   
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SportsGuardian Tailor  made 

for  a   role 
in  midfield 

sr  h. 

Jim  White 

* 

gs£' Tell  La  lira  we  love  her . . .   Britain’s  world  No.  1   Laura  Davies  has  an  appreciative  gallery  yesterday  as  she  practises  for  the  Solheim  Cup  match  against  t
he  United  States.  At  stake  is 

the  only  major  trophy  the  Americans  have  not  ceded  to  a   European  team.  Pull  story,  page  15
  phgtcgfafk  steve  munoay 

Jilted  Lee  may  now  look  abroad  for  City 
Dan  Ross  on  the  Maine  Road  chairman’s 
latest  rebuff  in  his  search  for  a   manager 

T 
HE  managership  of  day  when  Dave  Bassett  an- 
Manrhester  City  was  nounced  that  he  would 

■   all  but  confirmed  as  remain  with  Crystal  Palace, the  most  undesirable  Only  eight  hours  after  say- 
job  In  English  football  yester-  ing  he  was  willing  to  take 

charge  at  Maine  Road,  Bassett 
changed  his  mind  to  plunge 

City  still  further  into  turmoil. 
Bassett  is  the  third  high- 

profile  manager  to  turn  down 
the  chance  to  follow  Alan 

Ball,  who  resigned  last  month 

three  games  into  the  season. 
George  Graham  rejected 

the  chairman  Francis  Lee’s 

overtures  before  succeeding 

Howard  Wilkinson  at  Leeds 
United  last  week,  and  Howard 

Kendall,  the  former  City  man- 

ager now  in  charge  at  Shef- 
field United,  snubbed  two  for- 
mal approaches  from  Lee  and 

his  fellow  directors. 

With  City’s  current  care- 
taker manager  Asa  Hartford 
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adamant  that  he  does  not 

want  the  job  on  a   full-time basis.  Lee  finds  himself  back 

at  square  one  almost  a   month 

after  Ball's  depature. 
Lee  said  Bassett  had  ver- 

bally accepted  the  invitation 
late  on  Wednesday  night  Lee 

went  to  bed  believing  his  em- 

barrassing search  for  a   man- 
ager was  finally  at  an  end. 

only  to  be  awoken  at  7.05am 

by  the  phone  call  from Bassett. 

“Dave  accepted  the  job  but 

then  rang  and  said  he  changed 

liis  mind  overnight  I   am  flab- 
bergasted. He  even  discussed 

players  with  me;  he  gave  me  a 
definite  yes  that  he  wanted  the 
job  and  told  me  to  go  out  and 

buy  [a  player]  this  morning.” Lee  rejected  claims  that 
would-be  occupants  of  the 
Maine  Road  hot  seat  had  been 

put  off  because  he  had  a   repu- tation for  interfering  in  the 

dressing  room. “I  am  astonished  at  this 

claim."  he  said.  “You  can  ask 

my  previous  manager  Brian 
Horton.  I   do  not  interfere 
with  the  manager,  but  if  a 

manager  asked  me  for  my 

opinion  obviously  I   would 

give  it." 

Bassett's  decision  came  36 

hours  after  City  had  been  hu- 

miliated by  the  Third  Div- ision side  Lincoln  City,  losing 
4-1  in  a   Coca-Cola  Cup  tie. 
“Francis  Lee  was  disap- 

pointed. he  was  devastated." said  Bassett.  "I  had  to  think 
long  and  hard  but  believe  I 
have  reached  the  profession- 

ally correct  decision.  I   have 
started  a   job  at  Selhurst  Park 

and  would  like  to  finish  it" With  debts  of  around  £20 

million,  an  injury-ravaged 

senior  squad  of  debatable 

quality  and  increasingly  im- patient supporters.  City  are 

moving  swiftly  towards  an- other major  crisis. 
This  morning  Lee  will  find 

himself  drawing  up  yet  an- 
other shortlist  of  prospective 

candidates  and.  though  the 

names  of  Port  Vale's  John 

Rudge.  Stoke  City's  Lou  Ma- cari  and  Barnsley's  Danny 
Wilson  are  likely  to  feature, 

he  may  now  decide  to  take  his 
search  abroad. 

IT  IS  now  official ;   the  “Most 

Stylish  Man  In  Britain”  is  a 
footballer.  At  yesterday's Menswear  Awards  cere- 

mony. held  in  the  Park  Lane HoteL  Jamie  Redknapp  pipped 

Ruud  Gullit  to  the  coveted 
title.  It  could  not  have  been 
closer,  apparently;  Redknapp 

won  it  by  lapel  difference. 
No  one  at  the  ceremony 

seemed  surprised  that  a   foot- 
baller rather  than,  say.  a   pop 

singer  or  fi  lm  star  was 
regarded  as.  in  the  words  of 

the  compere,  ■‘the  kind  of  mar 
the  youth  of  today  looks  to  as  a 
style  icon".  According  to  Mike 
Souter.  editor  of  FHM.  the 
fashion  magazine  sponsoring 

the  event  footballers  are  the 

snappiest  dressers  in  Britain. 
Designers,  he  said,  anxious 

for  instantly  recognisable 
clothes-horses,  pursue  them 

constantly.  Paul  Smith  kitted 
out  the  England  team  with 
their  off-duty  outfits  in  Euro 

96.  Hugo  Boss  took  on  Man- chester United,  and  Wayne 

Hemingway  of  Red  Or  Dead was  so  keen  on  a   connection 
with  football  that  be  designed 

this  season's  kit  for  Chelms- 
ford City.  As  yet.  though.  Sou- 

ter did  not  know  of  anyone 

seeking  to  tailor  a   range 
around  Neville  Southall. 

The  relationship  between 
footballers  and  fabric 

stretches  back  to  the  abolition 
of  the  maximum  wage.  Before 

Jimmy  Hill  got  all  agitated, 

players  dressed  in  the  ele- 
phantine trousers  and  volu- minous cloth-caps  everyone 

j   else  wore  back  then  and  Ian 
1   Wright  does  now.  But.  even  if 

they  had  money,  it  took  sev- 
eral generations  for  football- ers to  learn  how  to  wear  it. 

In  the  Seventies,  for 

instance,  the  majority  chose  to 
express  their  individuality  by 

appearing  for  post-match  in- 
terviews on  Match  of  the  Day 

wearing  a   tie  folded  over  so 

many  times  that  it  squatted  in a   fat  ball  on  the  throat,  as  if  a 

bull-frog  had  taken  up  resi- 

dence on  the  collar — a   style 
known,  through  snorts  of  deri- 

sion. as  "the  footballer's  tie”. 

In  the  Eighties  it  was  “foot- 
baller's hair".  But  now, 

apparently,  every  young  aspi- 
rant wants  to  look  like  Jamie 

Redknapp. 

As  with  most  things  foot- balling. it  was  money  that 
made  the  difference.  Awash 
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Lyle  Lovett  is as  famously 

lop-sided as  ever, 

but  it’s  his 
combination 
of  discreet 
urban  style 

and  a 

permanent 
expression 
of  amused 
incredulity 

that  makes 

him  such  an enduring 

focus  of 
interest. 

Adam  Sweeting 
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Across   

7   Crying,  having  finally  got  a 
reprimand  (7) 

8   Hidden  —   but  not  from  a 

gunman?  (7) 
10  Credit  Is  twice  provided  in an  emergency  (6) 

11  Repeatedly  try  to  express 

approval  (4,4) 
12  Branch  member  (4) 

13  Pink  gin  ran  out.  seen  on  the 

table  (6,4) 

14  Its  occupant  won’t  stand  for 

revolution  (6.5) 

19  Put  on  guard  from  a 
combination  of  fear  and 
wonder  (10) 

22  Notice  an  awkward  situation 

(4) 

23  Barrets  found  around ancient  dumps  (8) 

24  Famous  film-star  who  is around  no  more  (6) 

25  Lie  in  a   furrow  with  the  hunt 
milling  around  (7) 

26  Troops  are  also  part  of  the 

scheme  (7) 
Down   

1   I   breach  code  of  the 

Israelites  (7) 

2   Travel  through  East  End 
district  with  offensive 

weapon  (8) 

3   The  bay  of  the  hounds?  (6) 4   Russian  comrade  (8) 

5   It  limits  the  movement  of 

stock  (6) 

6   Recovers  one's 

possession?  (7) 

9   Rows  informs  that  will please  the  eye  (11) 

15  Engineer  Davis  cut  bridges  (8) 

16  The  point  in  folly  that becomes  madness  (8) 
IT  City  company  gains  a record  couple  of  points  (7) 

with  cash,  drowning  infirm 

time,  footballers  these  daw  ' 

have  become  leading  experts 

in  tailoring.  Aska  Premier- 
ship midfielder  whether  he 

prefers  four  or  fiveacnss-fiie 

middle  and,  metre  often  ttiari not,  he  will  assumeymiaie referring  to  the  numbered: 

buttons  on  his  jacket In  a   revealing  profile  fortbe 

Manchester  United  Video 
Magazine  last  yearLee 
Sharpe  invited  the  cameras 
into  ills  lovely  borne.  One 

room  was  lined  with wanj. robes.  This,  the  player  said; 

opening  a   cupboard  door  to reveal  acres  afknitwear,  was 

a   special  room,  the  place  . where  he  kept  his  jumpers. 

Such  a   wanton  display  affrh> 

pery,  one  felt  at  the  time,  was 
not  the  best  way  to  endear 
Sharpe  to  Alex  Ferguson  with 

his  flint-like  Puritan  sniiiand 
a   blazer  and  grey  slacks  for 

every  occasion. 

How  relieved,  after  leaving 

Fergie.  Sharpe  most  have been  to  see  the  elegant  George 

Graham  smooth  into  EUand 
Road;  so  much  easier  to  relate 

*n  a   mawagpr  who  iirvW-  ' 

stands  the  fundamental 
human  need  to  go  out  and 

spend  £600  on  a   card^an.  Sig- 

nificantly Graham  did  not 
select  Sharpe  fbr  his  first 

match  in  charge  at  the  club. Official  word  was  that  fee 

player  was  injured,  butfee  as- tute will  surmise  that  Graham 
had  sent  Him  out  an  a   scouting 

mission  scouring  Leeds  for 

outlets  stocking  Cerruti  and 

Tommy  Hilfiger.' 

THIS  is  the  difference  be- 

tween now  and  fee 

Seventies:  since  the  av- 
erage Premiership

  
foot- 

baller buys  a   jacket  every 

other  day.  the  law  of  averages 

dictates  that  he  must  occa- 

sionally get  his  hands  an  --- 
something  stylish;  though  the 

law  of  averages  seems  to  have 
given  a   wide  berth. to  Barry 

Venison,  John  Barnes  and  the 
entire  Liverpool  squad  at  this 

year's  Cud finaL  .   - 

Oddly  for  the  “most  stylish 
man  in  Britain”,  fee  deal  to 

supply  vanilla-coloured  suits 
to  Liverpool  that  day  was  bro- kered fay  Redknapp.  Sadly,  as 

they  say  on  these  occasions,  he could  not  be  at  the  ceremony 

yesterday  to  offer  his  explana- tion for  that  abenalion.  He 
sent  along  Louise,  fee  pop 

singer  described  as  “fusdose personal  friendn,-topkkup  fee a   ward  on  his  behalf  . 

Louise,  wearing  a   black 

dress  cut  so  lew  on  the  midriff 
it  might  have  been  designed 

by  a   plumber,  explained  that Jamie  was  “completely  hon- 
oured to  win  tins  award, 

which  means  so  much  to 
him”.  She  did  no  t   say  why  he 

could  not  be  there;  oat  buying 
clothes,  presumably. 
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18  Scotsman  going  it  alone; 

was  he  wlae?  (7) 

20  Last  though  almost  sure  to 

finish  or  top  (6) 

21  Cheeky,  but  attractive, 

feature  (6)  - 
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